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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

STATEMENT FROM COUNSEL REPRESENTING ACCUSED 13-
YEAR-OLD IN TESSA MAJORS CASE

(NEW YORK, NY) — The Legal Aid Society released the following statement as counsel
representing the accused 13-year-old youth in the Tessa Majors case:

“Tessa Majors’ death is a terrible tragedy and we extend our condolences to her family, friends,
and everyone affected by it. We caution, however, against any rush to judgment that would only
cause additional harm to the Harlem and Barnard communities. No one should seek to exploit
this tragedy to press for new, ill-advised criminal sanctions against our young clients.

Our client is a 13-year-old child who is presumed innocent with no juvenile record. History is
full of examples of high profile cases tried in the media, rushing law enforcement to a wrongful
arrest and conviction. We are absolutely troubled by the fact that our client was questioned and
interrogated by police without an attorney present. We must ensure that our client’s
constitutional rights are not violated.”
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The Legal Aid Society exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that New Yorkers are
not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For over 140 years, we have protected,
defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in
every borough, The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our
communities. https://www.legalaidnyc.org
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