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Analysis of COVID-19 Infection Rate in NYC Jails 
    

Coronavirus Infection Rates as of March 27, 2020 
  

 Cases* Population Infection Rate 
Infections/ 1,000 
people 

NYC Jails (Rikers Island)** 103 4,859 2.120% 21.20 

New York City 25,573 8,175,133 0.313% 3.13 

New York State 38,987 19,440,469 0.201% 2.01 

United States 93,329 331,002,651 0.028% 0.28 

Hubei Province (Wuhan) 67,801 59,020,000 0.115% 1.15 

China 81,340 1,439,323,776 0.006% 0.06 

Lombardy, Italy 34,889 10,040,000 0.348% 3.48 

Italy 86,498 60,461,826 0.143% 1.43 

*last updated March 27, 2020 
at 1:30 PM     

** This is not the cumulative number of cases of people who have contracted COVID-19 while detained 
in NYC jails. NYC DOC is releasing the daily number of people currently in NYC Jails who have tested 
positive for COVID-19, which does not include those who contracted COVID-19 in DOC custody who 
have been released. It may also not reflect the number of those in DOC custody who are hospitalized. 
The Legal Aid Society is seeking clarity from the Department of Correction to get accurate and 
cumulative data.  

 
 

Rikers Island Comparisons  

NYC Jails, primarily Rikers Island, have an infection rate X times higher than: 

 X 

NYC 6.78 

NYS 10.57 

US 75.18 

Hubei Province (Wuhan) 18.45 

China 375.10 

Lombardy, Italy 6.10 

Italy 14.82 
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Chart Citations: 

 

 

 
 

 



 
  
March 27, 2020 
 

 
 

4 

 

Graph Citations: 

 

 
 

Contact: 
 
Molly Griffard 

Equal Justice Works Fellow 

mgriffard@legal-aid.org 

 

Vincent Ciaccio, Ph.D. 

Interim Data Analyst Manager 

vciaccio@legal-aid.org 

 

Data and updates available at: https://legalaidnyc.org/covid-19-infection-tracking-in-nyc-jails/ 
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