THE
LEGAL AID
SOCIETY

Justice in Every Borough.

May 27, 2020

Analysis of COVID-19 Infection Rate in NYC Jails

Coronavirus Infection Rates as of May 27, 2020

Table I’

COVID-19 Infections/
Locations: Cases* Population Infection Rate |1,000 people
People in DOC Custody** 348 3,992
DOC Staff 1,390 10,977
DOC Total 1,738 14,969
New York City 204,781 8,175,133 2.50% 25.05
New York State 369,801 19,440,469 1.90% 19.02
United States 1,745,803 331,002,651 0.53% 5.27
*last updated 5/27/2020 at 10:45 PM

provided by the Department of Correction.

** This is not the cumulative number of cases of people who have contracted COVID-19 while
detained in NYC jails. See our daily analysis report for more information on the limitations of the data

The rate of infection among people who work for and who are incarcerated by the NYC DOC remains

much higher than New York City, New York State, and the United States.

Table 2

NYC DOC Comparisons

infection rate X times higher than:

People in DOC Custody and DOC Staff have an

X
New York City 4.64
New York State 6.10
United States 22.01

! This number does not reflect the total number of people who have contracted COVID-19 while in DOC custody, as
it does not include those who have been released, transferred, or who have died in DOC custody. The population of

people in DOC custody changes daily, with an average of 46 people released per day and 24 people admitted per day
since April 1, 2020. See Table 5. The Legal Aid Society has repeatedly requested the cumulative total of people who

have tested positive for COVID-19 while in DOC custody. DOC and CHS have ignored this request.
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COVID-19 Exposure of Current Population in DOC Custody
Table 3

People in DOC Custody

Likely Exposed but Asymptomatic 601
Confirmed COVID-19 348
Unknown if Exposed 3,043
Percent of Incarcerated Population Likely Exposed or Confirmed COVID-19 23.77%
Table 4

COVID-19 Exposure of Current Population in DOC Custody

Likely Exposed but Asymptomatic

15.1%

Confirmed COVID-19
8.7%

Unknown if Exposed
76.2%
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Turnover in NYC Jails

Table 5
Likely and
Total Average/ Day |Confirmed Exposed
Individuals Released from DOC custody since 4/1 2,059 41 1,013
Individuals Admitted to DOC custody since 4/1 1,426 27 702
Total Number of People in DOC Custody since 4/1/2020 6,051 4,016 2,977

More than 3,000 people were likely exposed to the virus while in DOC custody since April 1,
2020. This does not include DOC staff or community spread of people likely exposed when coming into
contact with DOC staff or people released from DOC custody.

NYC DOC Infections Since April 1, 2020, Compared
Table 6

NYC DOC Infections Compared with NYC and New York State

== People in DOC Custody Infections/ 1,000 people == DOC Staff Infections/ 1,000 people
NYC Infections/ 1,000 people == NYS Infections/ 1,000 people

150

100

50

4/5/2020 4/19/2020 5/3/2020 5/17/2020

Date

The curve for people incarcerated by DOC may look like it is “flattening”, but this reflects the
fact that the City is only reporting the number of COVID-19 positive people who are still in custody that
day. As people with COVID-19 are released from DOC custody, new COVID-19 diagnoses are replacing
those who have been released. On the other hand, the number of infections in the comparator populations
- DOC staff, NYC, and New York State - are cumulative. Absent cumulative data from DOC, the rate of
infections among DOC staff is likely a better proxy of the true rate of infections among those in DOC
custody, as both populations are in frequent contact.
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Data and updates available at: https://legalaidnyc.org/covid-19-infection-tracking-in-nyc-jails/
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