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The Legal Aid Society is built on one simple but 
powerful belief: that no New Yorker should be denied 
the right to equal justice. We seek to be a beacon of 
hope for New Yorkers who feel neglected—regardless 
of who they are, where they come from, or how they 
identify. From our start over 140 years ago, our growth 
has mirrored that of the city we serve. Today, we are 
proud to be the largest, most influential social justice 
law firm in New York City.

Our staff and attorneys deliver justice in every borough, working tirelessly 
to defend our clients and dismantle the hidden, systemic barriers that can 
prevent them from thriving. As passionate advocates for individuals and 
families, The Legal Aid Society is an indispensable component of the legal, 
social, and economic fabric of our City.

Crisis as Catalyst:  
A Year of Turmoil and Progress 
COVID-19 brought into sharp focus the challenges faced by the 
people we represent and the communities The Legal Aid Society 
serves. For New Yorkers trapped in a dehumanizing cycle of racism, 
economic disadvantage, and social injustice, the ramifications 
of the pandemic were devastating and life-altering. This crisis 
has been a catalyst for transformative policies and legislation 
intended to break that cycle. Informed by our direct representation 
of thousands of clients, our life-changing advocacy in this period 
illustrates that confronting inequity and injustice is possible where 
there is leadership, determination, and compassion.

146K+
Individual legal matters 
handled by The Legal 
Aid Society.  

208K+
Hours of pro bono 
work by 2,915 legal 
volunteers.

22K+
Helpline calls  
answered for a range  
of legal issues.
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JA N E T SA B E L 

AT TO R N E Y- I N - C H I E F A N D  C H I E F E X EC U T I V E  O F F I C E R

Our Leadership
Report of the 
Attorney-in-Chief

The people who make up The Legal Aid Society 
proved again this year their stalwart commitment  
to the clients we serve. Our attorneys, paralegals,  
investigators, social workers, support, and  
administrative staff rose to meet the challenges  
of the communities hardest hit by the COVID-19 
pandemic. We are an organization driven by the 
simple but powerful belief that no person should  
be denied the right to equal justice. 

Our direct representation of thousands of people 
informs our litigation efforts and policy advocacy. 
This year, we saw that advocacy in action and  
made significant steps towards removing the  
systemic barriers that have long stifled opportunity 
for the communities we serve.

The pandemic proved, in many areas, to be  
a catalyst for meaningful change for those we  
serve. With our guidance, New York State enacted 
historic parole reforms through the Less is More Act 
and legalized marijuana with careful consideration 
for sealing past criminal convictions. We fought to  
decarcerate Rikers Island, where a humanitarian 
crisis has claimed the lives of at least sixteen  
New Yorkers this year. We secured new, stronger 
eviction protections that will allow families to stay 
in their homes. Our advocacy and litigation helped 
turn the tide on harmful immigration policies from 
the previous administration. And the settlement of 
our class-action suit against the City of New York 
brought working WiFi to thousands of students 
living in homeless shelters. Because of our work  
New York City is a more humane place for our chil-
dren, with new laws that center the humanity of our 
youngest clients as they navigate the foster and 
juvenile rights systems. 

As we look to the future, The Legal Aid Society is 
excited to welcome Zachary W. Carter as our new 
Chair of the Board of Directors. Zachary brings years 
of public service to this position, most recently 

serving as Corporation Counsel for the City of New 
York. His vast legal knowledge and leadership 
experience will serve us well at this pivotal moment. 
I also want to acknowledge the significant contribu-
tions of Richard J. Davis, our outgoing Chair. Rich 
Davis has devoted extraordinary time and passion to 
Legal Aid for the past twelve years, always con-
cerned about our staff and focused on our mission. 
He has been an unrelenting champion for Legal Aid.

After returning to Legal Aid three years ago, I will 
step down in the spring of 2022. I am incredibly 
proud of what our staff achieves every day in pursuit 
of justice for our clients and the communities we 
serve. It has been a pleasure and privilege to serve 
as Attorney-in-Chief of this organization that means 
so much to me and to all New Yorkers. 

Despite its challenges and hardships, this year  
illustrated that by centering our clients and their 
core issues, transformative change is possible. 
Through our legal work, our fiercely passionate staff 
showed every day what can be achieved through 
leadership, compassion and a deep commitment to 
justice.  Yet again they proved how vital Legal Aid is 
to the fight for equity and justice in New York City.  
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Zachary W. Carter 
C H A I R  O F T H E  B OA R D  O F D I R ECTO R S

Report of the Chair 
of the Board

The Legal Aid Society is a New York City institution, 
serving our most vulnerable neighbors on a myriad 
of issues each and every day. As the new Chair of the 
Board of Directors, I am very much looking forward 
to this new challenge, using my experience in public 
service to ensure that Legal Aid clients have the 
best possible representation on legal matters city-
wide. I began my career as an intern with Legal Aid’s 
Juvenile Rights Practice and it is an honor to return 
in this leadership role. 

I have served as the United States Attorney for 
the Eastern District of New York, as a judge of the 
Criminal Court of the City of New York and most 
recently as Corporation Counsel of the City of New 
York. I have observed first hand the fierce advocacy 
of Legal Aid lawyers, both in the representation of 
individual clients and in affirmative litigation that 
has revealed government operations in need of 
reform. I believe my years in government will  
provide valuable perspective on how Legal Aid can 
constructively engage with the City to produce 
the best possible results on the many issues which 
deeply affect the lives of our clients.

The Legal Aid Society’s Board of Directors will be an 
active participant in helping steer the organization 
towards a sustainable future. We will demand pay 
parity with employees of government agencies with 
whom we engage as partners or adversaries. We 
will expand the scope and reach of our fundraising 
efforts to ensure our critical work extends beyond 
our constitutionally mandated representation— 
work that continues to grow.

I would like to thank my predecessor Richard J. 
Davis for his years of leadership at Legal Aid,  
and tireless commitment to our staff and the  
communities we serve. 

I would also like to acknowledge the leadership of 
our outgoing Attorney-in-Chief and Chief Executive 
Officer Janet Sabel, who guided Legal Aid through 
the worst months of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A Tribute to Richard J. Davis, 
Chair of the Board 

Janet’s accomplishments include expanding the 
organization’s client services, securing staff pay 
parity with City prosecutorial offices, moderniz-
ing the organization’s operations, and building an 
affirming workplace that draws on and celebrates 
Legal Aid’s diversity, equity and inclusion values. 

The Board’s first priority is to find a worthy succes-
sor to Janet. The process has already begun, and we 
look forward to bringing forward the best qualified 
individual to fill this important role. 

While COVID-19 has had a profound impact on the 
communities we serve, I am proud of the way our 
staff and leadership have worked tirelessly on behalf 
of our clients and of the many successes that are the 
result of their efforts. They have ensured that this 
crisis has also been a catalyst for positive change. 
I look forward to working across The Legal Aid 
Society’s practices to further our mission of ensuring 
all New Yorkers have access to equal justice. 

Richard J. Davis has led The Legal Aid Society for the last twelve years as the Chair of the 
Board, never wavering in his commitment to our mission and clients. His passion for the 
work of The Legal Aid Society and his deep respect for the staff of Legal Aid informed his 
day-to-day work. Rich served on the Board of Directors for two terms, first in the early 
eighties and then again in early 2000. In 2004, when Legal Aid was staring down a financial 
crisis that threatened to interfere with our ability to carry out our mission, Rich galvanized 
his firm, Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP, to assist with our financial recovery and ensure we 
could serve the next generation of New Yorkers in need.

In January 2011, Rich was elected Chair of Legal Aid’s Board. He continued to place clients 
and staff first in this role, continually advancing our mission and the communities we serve. 
We will always be grateful for his efforts to promote diversity among our leadership team 
and the Board, and his dedication to seeing equity and inclusion become cornerstones of 
our work.

In addition to his service to our organization, Rich served as Chair of the Commission to 
Combat Police Corruption, Chair of Citizens’ Union, the Randall’s Island Park Alliance, and 
the New York City Bar Criminal Justice Council. Before joining the private bar, Rich was 
an Assistant United States Attorney in the Southern District, Assistant Watergate Special 
Prosecutor, and Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

We are now and will always remain grateful for Rich’s years of service to New York City 
and the individuals and families we serve, and his commitment to the cause of equitable 
access to justice for all. His tireless dedication has left a lasting mark on our organization, 
and he will be missed.
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Officers and Board of Directors

Comprised of some of the brightest minds 
from law firms, law schools, corporations, and 
communities, our board members provide 
crucial guidance that strengthens our work.

OFFICERS

John K. Carroll 
P R E S I D E N T

Janet Sabel 
AT TO R N E Y- I N - C H I E F A N D  

C H I E F E X EC U T I V E  O F F I C E R

David Greenwald 
T R E AS U R E R

Scott Rosenberg 
S EC R E TA RY A N D  G E N E R A L C O U N S E L

Archana Jayaram 
C H I E F O P E R AT I N G  O F F I C E R

Premali Shah 
C H I E F F I N A N C I A L O F F I C E R

CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Zachary W. Carter

VICE CHAIRS OF THE BOARD  
OF DIRECTORS

John K. Carroll

Thomas M. Cerabino

Douglas F. Curtis

Mark P. Goodman

Tracy Richelle High

Sara E. Moss

Bradley I. Ruskin

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Richard F. Albert

Deborah N. Archer

Nicole Argentieri

Christopher D. Belelieu

Steven M. Bierman

Barry A. Bohrer

Lara Samet Buchwald

Eva W. Cole

Roger A. Cooper

Mylan L. Denerstein

Matthew Diller

June S. Dipchand

William R. Dougherty

Elyse Echtman

Scott A. Edelman

Edward Flanders

Jeffrey A. Fuisz

Christopher L. Garcia

Linda C. Goldstein

Meaghan C. Gragg

Carol Greene-Vincent

David J. Greenwald

Adam S. Hakki

Jason M. Halper

Richard F. Hans

David G. Hille

Elai Katz

Atif Khawaja

Gillian Lester

Alan Levine

Adeel A. Mangi

Aaron R. Marcu

J. Kevin McCarthy

Joan McPhee

Perry A. Napolitano

Charles C. Platt

Sharyl A. Reisman

Antony L. Ryan

William Savitt

Paul H. Schoeman

Bart R. Schwartz

William Schwartz

L. Kevin Sheridan Jr.

Tiffany J. Smith

Audra J. Soloway

Joseph L. Sorkin

Dina Ganz Traugot

Andrew M. Wasserman

Charles Weinstein

Peter M. Williams

Jamie L. Wine
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Leadership

Leaders of The Legal Aid Society are some of the most 
respected in their fields, offering decades of experience 
and perspective gained from dedicating their careers  
to ensuring equal justice.

Janet Sabel 
AT TO R N E Y- I N - C H I E F A N D  

C H I E F E X EC U T I V E  O F F I C E R

Adriene Holder 
AT TO R N E Y- I N - C H A RG E ,  

C I V I L P R ACT I C E

Tina Luongo 
AT TO R N E Y- I N - C H A RG E ,  

C R I M I N A L D E F E N S E  P R ACT I C E

Dawne Mitchell 
AT TO R N E Y- I N - C H A RG E ,  

J U V E N I L E  R I G H TS  P R ACT I C E

Scott Rosenberg 
S EC R E TA RY A N D  G E N E R A L C O U N S E L

Archana Jayaram 
C H I E F O P E R AT I N G  O F F I C E R

Marsha R. Bonner 
I N T E R I M  C H I E F H U M A N  

R E S O U RC E S  O F F I C E R

Sharon Kleinhandler 
C H I E F D E V E LO P M E N T O F F I C E R

Surya Sayed-Ganguly 
C H I E F I N FO R M AT I O N  O F F I C E R

Premali Shah 
C H I E F F I N A N C I A L O F F I C E R

Vincent Paolo Villano 
C H I E F C O M M U N I CAT I O N S  O F F I C E R

Ciara Walton 
C H I E F D I V E R S I T Y,  EQ U I T Y,  A N D  

I N C LU S I O N  O F F I C E R

Tami Wilson Rivera 
C H I E F FAC I L I T I E S  A N D  

AS S E T M A N AG E M E N T O F F I C E R

Louis Sartori 
D I R ECTO R  O F T H E  P RO  B O N O  P R ACT I C E
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2021 Year in Review

Crisis as Catalyst:  
A Year of Turmoil and Progress

COVID-19 brought into sharp focus the challenges faced by 
the people we represent and the communities The Legal Aid 
Society serves. For New Yorkers trapped in a dehumanizing 
cycle of racism, economic disadvantage, and social injustice, 
the ramifications of the pandemic were devastating and life-
altering. This crisis has been a catalyst for transformative policies 
and legislation intended to break that cycle. Informed by our 
direct representation of thousands of clients, our life-changing 
advocacy in this period illustrates that confronting inequity and 
injustice is possible where there is leadership, determination,  
and compassion.

The pandemic underscored the need for housing protections for New York tenants.  
We fought tirelessly for a federal emergency rent relief program with strong eviction 
protections. When the Supreme Court struck down New York State’s eviction moratorium, 
we crafted and helped enact a new law that would survive a legal challenge. 

We demanded decarceration as City jails filled to pre-pandemic levels. As a wave of  
mass absenteeism by corrections officers on Rikers Island combined with a surging  
Delta variant created a humanitarian crisis, we filed multiple lawsuits and summoned 
federal emergency intervention. We also successfully lobbied Governor Hochul to sign  
the Less is More Act, which comprehensively reforms New York’s draconian parole laws  
and provided relief on Rikers.

We sued the City on behalf of students living in homeless shelters to ensure working WiFi 
so they could join in remote learning, an educational format forced on the city’s students 
because of the pandemic. As a result of our settlement, over 240 shelters housing 11,000 
school-aged children now have reliable internet access. 

These examples represent only a fraction of how The Legal Aid Society responded to the 
changing needs of our clients due to COVID-19. But we did not stop there. 

Through our ongoing advocacy, the City and State approved new laws and policies that  
will drastically improve the lives of our clients. The Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act  
is a national model for legalization combining criminal record expungement and invest-
ment in communities of color that have borne the brunt of prohibition. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) will no longer be able to arrest clients at court without  
a judicial warrant, and Trump’s Public Charge rule is no more. Because of our efforts,  
students in foster care will finally have dedicated staff in the NYC Department of 
Education. New legislation taking effect will center the humanity of our youngest clients  
as they navigate the foster and juvenile rights systems. 

In this report, we share more about the challenges we overcame and the victories we 
celebrated. At the core of our work are our clients. In what have been isolating times for our 
communities, we invite you to enjoy these bright achievements while recommitting to our 
mission to ensure low-income New Yorkers have quality legal representation and thrive in 
vital aspects of their lives. 
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Crisis on Rikers, Comprehensive 
Parole Reform

Rikers Island has always been synonymous with violence, abuse, 
and failure. Today, the City’s jails are experiencing a full-blown 
humanitarian crisis. At least sixteen New Yorkers have died in  
NYC Department of Correction custody this year. In addition to  
the spread of COVID-19, a wave of mass absenteeism of 
corrections staff has exacerbated long-standing problems, 
creating a hazardous environment for people in custody.

The Legal Aid Society has been a leading voice for decarceration in New York City, and this 
new crisis has amplified that call. We filed lawsuits on multiple fronts demanding basic 
access to medical care and transparency about conditions in the jail system’s rebranded 
solitary confinement units.  As counsel for the plaintiff class in Nunez v. City of New York,  
litigation challenging the systemic brutality by staff against incarcerated people, we  
petitioned for emergency intervention and secured important first steps to protect people  
in City jails. 

We also successfully lobbied Governor Hochul to sign the Less is More Act, making it possible 
to release nearly 200 people held on technical parole violations. Less Is More’s impact will 
be felt beyond the current crisis. It comprehensively reforms a draconian parole revocation 
system that has helped perpetuate mass incarceration for decades. 

As the City’s sole provider of representation in parole revocation hearings, this is a profound, 
positive change for our clients. While the crisis in City jails is ongoing, Less Is More will ensure 
fewer New Yorkers are sent there going forward.

New York City’s jails are in  
a full-blown humanitarian 
crisis. The Department of 
Correction has repeatedly 
demonstrated it cannot 
keep people safe, and 
decarceration is the only 
viable option.
Veronica Vela
Prisoners’ Rights Project



16 17

Strong Protections for Tenants  
in Danger of Eviction

Housing remains a pillar of The Legal Aid Society’s work as the 
pandemic wreaks havoc on our communities and economy. 
Our focus is always on keeping people housed safely. In 
addition to individual representation, this year, we secured 
federal rent relief funding for New Yorkers on the brink of 
homelessness. At the state level, we worked to achieve  
a critically important eviction moratorium along with  
a New York-specific rent relief program that included some  
of the strongest tenant protections in the country.  

Securing these programs and protections is only the first step. We don’t stop until our 
clients receive the support to which they are entitled. Though there was an infusion  
of over $2 billion in federal emergency rent relief allocated to New York State, we 
discovered that the funding was not getting to eligible tenants. With legal challenges 
to New York’s eviction moratorium and the expiration date of the protections fast 
approaching in August 2021, we took swift action. 

We called upon the New York State legislature to reconvene. As a result of our advocacy, 
the legislature approved a new eviction moratorium protecting tenants from eviction 
until January 15, 2022. Importantly, the new moratorium includes a provision protecting 
it against another legal challenge.

The new bill provides a lifeline to New York’s vulnerable tenants and allows additional 
time for the state to disburse the money to those who desperately need it. The Legal Aid 
Society helped families navigate the complex Emergency Rental Assistance Program 
application, issuing resources that included a focus on undocumented and mixed-
status families. 

As the pandemic continues, we have redoubled our efforts behind legislation we have 
long championed—the “Good Cause” eviction bill that is part of our broader effort to 
protect even more New Yorkers from losing their homes. 

No one understands the housing issues 
faced by the communities most impacted 
by COVID-19 better than Legal Aid. Their 
guidance was indispensable as we crafted 
legislation that allowed New Yorkers to 
stay in their homes. These protections 
literally saved lives.
Brian Kavanagh
New York State Senator



Improving the Lives of  
New York’s Children

During the past year of the continuing COVID-19 crisis, New York 
City’s children whose families are connected to the foster care or 
juvenile justice systems have suffered ongoing loss and trauma. 
Our teams focused on finding solutions in the face of these 
historically unprecedented challenges.

Legal Aid’s lawyers for children successfully advocated for the passage of the Preserving 
Family Bonds Act, which gives Family Court judges the discretion to order contact between 
children and their birth families after adoption. We helped pass new legislation to prohibit 
the inhumane use of mechanical restraints on children appearing in court. In a particularly 
trying year, these new laws center our clients’ most basic human needs and their families. 

The approximately 6,000 city students who spend time in foster care during any given school 
year—students who are disproportionately Black and come from the city’s poorest communi-
ties—face enormous educational challenges. We worked with the NYC Department of  
Education to prioritize homeless children and children in foster care to receive remote learning 
devices during the pandemic. We also successfully lobbied them to create a team dedicated  
to addressing the specific needs of children in foster care, a historic change in the NYC  
Department of Education.

Over the last year, we saw widespread disruptions to how the City operated. To respond to 
growing gaps in city systems, we created a rapid response team to identify issues and trends, 
saving hundreds of children from unnecessary harm. This team acted quickly, moving children 
from group settings into the care of their relatives and therapeutic foster settings. We also took 
extraordinary steps to ensure children in care had valued time with family despite the obstacles 
of the pandemic.

I decided I needed to re-enter foster 
care. Before I did, I had to make sure  
that my Legal Aid attorney would 
continue to represent me if I re-entered. 
She knows me and my case so well,  
is compassionate, and never stops 
fighting for me.
N.J.
Legal Aid Client 

1918
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WiFi Access for Students who 
are Homeless

The COVID-19 crisis forced all New Yorkers to rely on technology 
in unprecedented ways, none more profound than school-aged 
children. As the City moved overnight to remote learning, it failed 
to address the learning needs of over 11,000 school-children 
living in City shelters who did not have reliable internet. 

The Legal Aid Society, together with pro bono partner Milbank LLP, brought a class action 
suit, E.G. v. The City of New York, to challenge the City’s abdication of its mandate to educate 
all of New York City’s young people. As a result of our litigation, the City was required to 
install wireless internet in over 240 shelters housing more than 11,000 school-aged children 
across the five boroughs enabling shelter residents to participate in remote education for 
the first time. With the installation complete, expanded WiFi capacity in shelters helps 
bridge the digital divide well beyond the pandemic. Reliable access to the internet grants 
families residing in shelters access to resources and public benefits and gives them the 
ability to search for permanent housing and employment well into the future. 

The settlement also ensures that the NYC Department of Education responds promptly 
to technical issues with city-provided WiFi-enabled devices. Shelters are also required to 
provide clear signage in multiple languages about the availability of dedicated help desks 
and technical support.

They helped thousands 
of other students get an 
education during this 
pandemic. In December of 
2020, my shelter was finally  
wired for my internet access…  
my grades skyrocketed from  
a C average to an A average. 
Aaron M.
Legal Aid Client
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Dismantling a Harmful 
Immigration Legacy

Through immigration policy advocacy and law reform 
litigation led by The Legal Aid Society, we rolled back 
some of the most heinous Trump-era immigration policies. 
Principle on that list was the prior administration’s public 
charge rules, which denied immigration status through 
a wealth test designed to discriminate against lower-
income immigrants. Legal Aid litigation brought against 
the Trump Administration ultimately helped spur the Biden 
Administration to enact policy changes that ended these 
damaging rules. 

As intended, the rules had a chilling effect on the use of benefits in immigrant  
communities, creating fear that applying for public benefits—from food support  
to rental assistance—would lead to the denial of immigration relief and even 
deportation. An important component of our work moving forward is educating  
our clients on benefits to which they are entitled, free from the fear of repercussion. 

We also achieved progress at the state level stopping federal immigration enforce-
ment agents from staking out New York courts and arresting undocumented 
immigrants. Every person has the right to appear in court without fear of immigration 
enforcement action. Our successful advocacy for the Protect Our Courts Act makes 
this fundamental proposition a reality. Now, immigrant clients in New York State can 
appear in court free from the threat of arrest by ICE agents.

When the United States withdrew armed forces from Afghanistan, we rose to the 
occasion by filing over 40 emergency humanitarian parole requests for Afghan  
nationals who were at risk of retaliation or persecution by the Taliban. And as the global 
pandemic continued to create extraordinarily dangerous carceral settings, we fought 
for our clients detained by ICE, securing the release of 120 individuals.

We fought for immigrant communities 
through impact litigation and in the 
trenches on a range of matters. COVID-19 
made our work more difficult than ever, 
but our dynamic team met the challenge.
Hasan Shafiqullah
Immigration Law Unit
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A National Model for  
Marijuana Legalization

New York’s groundbreaking Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act, 
a law The Legal Aid Society helped draft, was signed into law in 
March 2021. The bill provides a national model on how to shift from 
excessively punitive approaches to restorative social justice. 

The legislation legalizes adult personal use of cannabis and drastically downgrades penalties for 
illegal use, eliminating many of the most harmful and destructive effects that had characterized 
marijuana prosecutions of otherwise law-abiding New Yorkers. It creates and regulates a legal 
marketplace for cannabis sales that ensures that revenue from the legal sale of marijuana is 
reinvested into communities targeted by prohibition.

The law also provides for the automatic expungement of hundreds of thousands of cannabis-
related convictions, the vast majority of which involve Black and Latinx individuals, allowing them 
to move forward with their lives unencumbered by the legacy of the disastrous War on Drugs.

This legislation automatically 
expunges conviction records 
that have stigmatized 
countless young Black and 
Latinx New Yorkers and 
have impeded their access 
to opportunities. It delivers 
economic justice by ensuring 
that communities who 
have suffered the brunt of 
marijuana prohibition will be 
at the vanguard of the new 
industry and have the chance 
to reap economic gains.
Anne Oredeko
Racial Justice Unit 
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Our 2021 Impact

Every day, in every borough, The Legal Aid Society works 
in courtrooms and communities to deliver justice to 
New Yorkers. Every year, our direct representation of 
thousands of individuals informs our impact litigation 
efforts and policy advocacy, providing us with a powerful 
perspective from which to begin dismantling the 
systemic barriers that keep our clients from thriving.

146K+
Individual legal matters handled by  
The Legal Aid Society.  

208K+
Hours of pro bono work by 2,915  
legal volunteers.

22K+
Helpline calls answered for a range of issues 
including access to benefits, immigration,  
and prisoners’ rights.

16K+ 
Adults vulnerable to severe complications 
from COVID-19 who are now eligible for 
better shelter placements, the result of  
a Legal Aid suit.

4,300+
Legal services provided by the Community 
Justice Unit, including rap sheet clinics, safe 
surrenders, and Know Your Rights events.

700
Youth clients diverted from Criminal  
Court to Family Court, pursuant to Raise 
The Age, where they will be given the 
chance they deserve.

3,200+
Clients who received holistic social work 
services, including advocacy for alternatives 
to incarceration and individualized 
sentences based on their circumstances.

11K+
School-aged children now have reliable 
internet access, after a settlement with  
the city requiring wireless installation  
at 240 homeless shelters. 

120
Noncitizen clients freed from ICE  
detention through habeas petitions, bond 
hearings, and advocacy with ICE, since 
March 16, 2020, when the pandemic hit  
New York City.
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MANAGER  
MARDEN AWARD

Kenneth Ansley  
Office Manager,  

Civil Practice

Jerome Greco 
Digital Forensics Supervising 

Attorney, Criminal Defense 

Practice

Jamien Weddle 
Interim Attorney-in-Charge, 

Juvenile Rights Practice

THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY STAFF AWARDS

The Sandra Scott 
Memorial Award
The Legal Aid Society suffered a terrible 
loss on July 1, 2016, when our beloved Chief 
Financial Officer Sandra Scott lost her 
valiant struggle against cancer. Her courage, 
integrity, and dedication serve as her legacy. 
The Sandra Scott Memorial Award for 
Excellence recognizes the dedication and 
outstanding achievement of a member of 
our non-lawyer central administrative staff.

Our staff is our greatest asset 
at The Legal Aid Society.

The Marden Awards
Without the people who dedicate themselves to the 
fight every day, pursuing our mission to deliver equal 
justice would not be possible. The Legal Aid Society’s 
Marden Awards celebrate our hardworking staff and 
honor their commitment and achievements.

The Legal Aid Society established the Orison S. 
Marden Awards in 1976, our centennial year, to 
recognize the excellence and dedication of our staff. 
The awards honor the memory of Orison S. Marden,  
a leader of the organized bar, a partner at White 
& Case LLP, and a former Chair of our Board of 
Directors. For over 40 years, Mr. Marden was a 
dedicated supporter of The Legal Aid Society, often 
traveling to the Harlem Neighborhood Office to 
volunteer as a pro bono attorney.

Each year, the awards are presented at our Annual 
Meeting. A diverse committee of managers, exempt, 
and union representatives select award recipients 
from nominations submitted by staff.

Whether on the front lines providing direct client 
services or working on critical office operations, this 
year’s recipients demonstrated efforts that went 
above and beyond to make a difference in the lives 
of our clients. Marden Awards are given to attorneys, 
managers, and core staff, including paralegals, social 
workers, investigators, and support staff.

Below are the dedicated staff members honored  
with our 2021 Marden Awards.

CORE STAFF  
MARDEN AWARD

Johari Commodore 
Paralegal 2 Specialist Rikers, 

Criminal Defense Practice

Katharine Hussung 
Support Staff,  

Juvenile Rights Practice

Anna Vaysleyb 
Paralegal Casehandler,  

Civil Practice

Joshua Perez  
Desktop Support Manager

STAFF ATTORNEY  
MARDEN AWARD

David Crow 
Staff Attorney,  

Criminal Appeals Bureau

Ellen Davidson  
Staff Attorney,  

Civil Practice

Hannah Kaplan 
Staff Attorney,  

Juvenile Rights Practice
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THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY PRO BONO AWARDS

2021 Pro Bono Awards

Each year nearly 3,000 volunteers from the 
private bar, corporate legal departments, and 
law schools throughout the country generously 
partner with the staff of The Legal Aid Society on 
behalf of vulnerable New Yorkers. Their advocacy 
helped ensure family stability, protect safe and 
affordable housing, and defend the rights of the 
accused. They fought tirelessly in demanding 
racial, social, and economic justice for the clients 
and communities we serve.
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The Honorable Jonathan Lippman Pro Bono 
Publico & Public Service Law Firm Award

Milbank LLP
The Legal Aid Society is proud to recognize Milbank 
LLP for its exceptional pro bono commitment to 
our organization and clients. Under the leadership 
of Managing Partner and Legal Aid Board Member 
Scott Edelman, Pro Bono Counsel Anthony Perez 
Cassino, and Deputy Pro Bono Counsel Rebecca 
Heller, the attorneys, legal assistants, and admin-
istrative staff at Milbank have been committed 
partners with our team in meeting the legal needs  
of the less fortunate in New York City.

No firm has made more of an impact on the clients 
and communities served by The Legal Aid Society in 
the past year. Advocating on behalf of young immi-
grants, homeless students, and people experiencing 
the scourge of unlawful police behavior, the attor-
neys at Milbank achieved outstanding results that 
improved the circumstances of Legal Aid clients  
and thousands of New Yorkers in every borough. 

As students in New York City’s shelter system 
struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic, Milbank 
made WiFi access a reality. Together with the 
Education Law Unit and Homeless Rights Project, 
Milbank filed E.G. v. City of New York, a federal class 
action demanding a resolution to the ongoing sys-
temic problems with remote learning for students  
in shelters due to lack of WiFi. As a result of that suit, 
240 shelters housing more than 11,000 school-aged 
children have been wired.

In 2020, The Legal Aid Society and our police reform 
partners won a substantial legislative victory in 
repealing Civil Rights Law 50-a, which hid police 
disciplinary records from public view. This past year, 
the Police Benevolent Association tried to stop 

the City from posting misconduct records (UFOA v. 
de Blasio). At the request of the Criminal Defense 
Practice Special Litigation Unit, Milbank lawyers 
submitted an amicus in opposition to the suit in 
less than seven days. The turnaround illustrates 
Milbank’s commitment to Legal Aid and the com-
munities we serve. They are an ally we rely on when 
swift action is essential. Their brief helped lead 
to the ultimate dismissal of the case. Increased 
transparency and greater accountability of officers 
who betray the public trust are critical compo-
nents toward reforming the New York City Police 
Department. 

The Legal Aid Society Immigration Law Unit, 
Public Counsel in Los Angeles, and Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network in Minneapolis joined Milbank 
as co-counsels challenging the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security’s final rule regarding special 
immigrant juveniles (SIJS). SIJS allows abandoned, 
abused, and neglected immigrant children to seek 
lawful permanent resident status and creates a 
pathway to U.S. citizenship. Over 6,500 immigrant 
youth were granted SIJS status and set on the path 
toward citizenship due to our legal advocacy.

2021 Public Interest Law 
Leadership Award

Jennifer Cowan, Debevoise & Plimpton

Jennifer Cowan is recognized for her outstanding achievement overseeing the  
Debevoise & Plimpton pro bono program and her constant support of The Legal Aid  
Society and its clients.

Each year, Debevoise volunteers handle more than 800 pro bono matters for low-income 
clients across the country. Thanks to Jennifer’s efforts, an average of 100 Debevoise 
attorneys and professional staff have contributed more than 4,000 hours each year to the 
clients of The Legal Aid Society since 2018. Debevoise has provided critical assistance to 
clients in areas as diverse as immigration defense, disability advocacy, civil rights litiga-
tion, criminal appeals, and the preservation of affordable housing, and Jennifer is actively 
involved in many of those cases. Despite the many challenges of practicing law during a 
global pandemic, Jennifer and her colleagues have continued to meaningfully engage in 
pro bono work on behalf of our clients, including as co-counsel with Legal Aid in Douglas v. 
City of New York, an action to ensure police officers comply with a new law requiring tickets, 
not arrests, for low-level offenses.  

In addition to her responsibilities as Pro Bono Counsel at the firm, Jennifer is a Fellow in the 
Sterling Network NYC, which tackles issues of economic mobility in New York City. She is 
also a member of the Board of the Jacob A. Riis Neighborhood Settlement House; an active 
member of the Pro Bono and Public Service Committee of the Association of the Bar of the 
City of New York; a member of the Public Service Committee of the Federal Bar Council; 
and a member of the Government Relations Committee of Nonprofit New York.
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Sustaining Law Firms

The Legal Aid Society is proud to acknowledge the outstanding 
support of the Sustaining Law Firms, whose dedication helps 
ensure that all New Yorkers have access to justice.

2021 Pro Bono Honor Roll 

Volunteers from the following firms have been nominated by the 
staff of The Legal Aid Society for providing outstanding pro bono 
assistance to the clients and communities we serve.

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer  
& Feld LLP 

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP  

Blank Rome LLP 

Cadwalader, Wickersham  
& Taft LLP 

Cleary Gottlieb Steen  
& Hamilton LLP 

Cooley LLP 

Covington & Burling LLP 

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP 

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 

Dechert LLP 

Fish & Richardson 

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP 

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver  
& Jacobson LLP 

Frost Bank Inc. 

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP 

Goodwin Proctor LLP 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP 

Jenner & Block LLP 

Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP 

Kelley Drye & Warren LLP 

Kramer Levin Naftalis  
& Frankel LLP 

Loeb & Loeb LLP 

Lowenstein Sandler LLP 

Mayer Brown LLP 

Milbank LLP 

Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason 
& Anello P.C. 

O’Melveny & Myers LLP 

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 

Patterson Belknap Webb  
& Tyler LLP 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton  
& Garrison LLP 

Proskauer Rose LLP 

Pryor Cashman LLP 

Reed Smith LLP 

Relman Colfax PLLC 

Ropes & Gray LLP 

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP 

Selendy & Gay PLLC 

Shearman & Sterling LLP 

Sidley Austin LLP 

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP 

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  
& Flom LLP 

Starr Associates LLP 

Steptoe & Johnson LLP 

Stout Risius Ross, LLC 

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP 

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 

White & Case LLP 

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP 

Winston & Strawn LLP

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer  
& Feld LLP

Arnold & Porter

Buckley LLP

Cadwalader, Wickersham  
& Taft LLP

Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP

Cleary Gottlieb Steen  
& Hamilton LLP

Cooley LLP

Covington & Burling LLP

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Dechert LLP

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 
LLP

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver  
& Jacobson LLP

Friedman Kaplan Seiler  
& Adelman LLP

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Goodwin Procter LLP

Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP

Jones Day

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Kramer Levin Naftalis  
& Frankel LLP

Lankler Siffert & Wohl LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

Mayer Brown LLP

Milbank LLP

Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason 
& Anello PC

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Patterson, Belknap, Webb  
& Tyler LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton  
& Garrison LLP

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw  
Pittman LLP

Proskauer Rose LLP

Reed Smith LLP

Ropes & Gray LLP

Rower LLC

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

Shearman & Sterling LLP

Sidley Austin LLP

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  
& Flom LLP

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

White & Case LLP

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale  
and Dorr LLP

Winston & Strawn LLP

Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch LLP

Our Sponsors
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Our Supporters

We are deeply grateful to these law firms, corporations, 
foundations, and individuals for their support of The Legal 
Aid Society and our core principle that no New Yorker should 
be denied access to justice because of poverty.

DONOR STORY

Trinity Church Wall Street Philanthropies
The Legal Aid Society’s approach to criminal defense representation has always been 
holistic, aiming to support those who interact with the justice system before, during and 
after their case has concluded. Through robust community outreach, pre-trial advocacy 
and post-conviction relief efforts, our work breaks down the barriers that perpetuate  
mass incarceration and stifle opportunity for those seeking a second chance.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the unsanitary and dangerous conditions of our city’s jails 
and prisons produced infection rates nearly four-times higher than those in the general 
public. As a result of the collaborative advocacy efforts of various units in our Criminal 
Defense Practice, we were able to secure the early release of hundreds of individuals who 
were at heightened risk for infection. Early release, however, is not enough, as the post-
release needs of these individuals often go unmet. Individuals released often have little to 
call their own, and limited access to basic necessities to ensure their immediate health and 
safety. With the support of Trinity Church Wall Street Philanthropies, Legal Aid provided cell 
phones, toiletries, clothing, and other small items to recently released individuals to help 
them meet basic needs and ultimately rejoin their communities and their loved ones.

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT 

$500,000+
Robin Hood Foundation

$100,000-$499,999
American International Group, Inc.

Bernard F. and Alva B. Gimbel Foundation, Inc.

Equal Justice Works

NoVo Foundation

van Ameringen Foundation, Inc.

$50,000-$99,999
Ambrose Monell Foundation

Assurant Foundation

Capital One

The Cresco Labs’ SEED Initiative

Henry & Lucy Moses Fund, Inc.

The Joseph H. Flom Foundation

Quinn Emanuel Foundation

Travelers Foundation

Trinity Church Wall Street Philanthropies

$25,000 - $49,999
Bertha Foundation

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP

Charles A. Frueauff Foundation

EisnerAmper LLP

Equal Justice America

The Estée Lauder Companies

Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher

JPMorgan Chase Foundation

The Leon Levy Foundation

Lilah Hilliard Fisher Foundation

Morgan Stanley

Pfizer Inc.

$10,000 - $24,999
Altman Solon

Bank of America Corporation

Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP

CBRE, Inc.

Charles Evans Hughes Memorial Funds

Charles S. Keene Foundation

Crowell & Moring LLP

Darkroom

Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP

FTI Consulting, Inc.

GFP Real Estate, LLC

Goldin Associates, LLC

The Isak and Rose Weinman Foundation, Inc.

Katten Muchin Rosenman Foundation, Inc.

Mastercard

MetLife Foundation

The Metta Giving Foundation

Morningstar Inc.

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation

Mother Cabrini Health Foundation

NBCUniversal Media, LLC

The New York Bar Foundation

New York Life Insurance Co.

Perkins Coie LLP

The Peter Jennings Foundation, Inc.

Phalarope Foundation

Rutgers Presbyterian Church

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

Seyfarth Shaw Charitable Foundation

Sy Syms Foundation

Venable Foundation, Inc.

ViacomCBS Inc.

Wellspring Philanthropic Fund

White and Williams LLP

Willis Towers Watson

$5,000 - $9,999
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP

Charles River Associates

The Cowles Charitable Trust

CUNY School of Professional Studies

Davidson, Dawson & Clark LLP

Goldfarb & Fleece LLP

Hearst Communications Inc.

KLM Equities Inc.

Looking Out Foundation

OddFellows Ice Cream Co.

Resnick Seaport LLC

Sidney & Judith Kranes Charitable Trust

Skadden Fellowship Foundation

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

United HealthCare Services, Inc.

van Beuren Charitable Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
American Institutes for Research

American Legal Claim Services LLC

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

Boston Beer Company

Center for Survivor Agency and Justice

Cornerstone Research

Corrao Miller Wiesenthal Legal Search Consultants, Inc.

Elizabeth Roberts Architects

Glenview Capital

The Howard Bayne Fund

McCarter & English, LLP

Otanashimi Kenkyujo, Inc

Outten & Golden LLP

Penguin Random House

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

The Steptoe Foundation

United Way - CFC

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

$25,000 +
Anonymous

William R. Dougherty, Esq. and Tara Dougherty

Friends and Family of Jeremy G. Epstein

Roger W. Ferguson, Jr., PhD

Estate of Emily Kunreuther

Sara E. Moss and Michael Gould

Paul N. Sawyier

Betsy M. Werthan, Esq. and Bart R. Schwartz, Esq.

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous

Peter A. Atkins, Esq. and Laurie Atkins

Neena Barua, Esq. and Atif N. Khawaja, Esq.

Mary Lu Bilek, Esq. and Aaron R. Marcu, Esq.

John K. Carroll III, Esq. and Elizabeth Carroll

Margaret A. Conklin, Esq. and David G. Sabel, Esq.

Samira Cooper, PhD and Roger A. Cooper, Esq.

Nan and Rich Davis

June S. Dipchand, Esq.

Morgan D. Elwyn, Esq.

Valerie L. Fitch, Esq. and Edward Flanders, Esq.

Susannah T. Gardiner

Elaine P. Golin, Esq.

Leon Goldstein

Linda C. Goldstein, Esq. and Guy S. Manuel, PhD

Mark P. Goodman, Esq.

David J. Greenwald, Esq.

Adam S. Hakki, Esq.

Jeffrey L. Kessler, Esq. and Regina D. Kessler

Daniel F. Kolb, Esq.

The David Kornblau and Susannah Gardiner  
Charitable Fund

The Estate of John Matlaw

Clare O’Brien, Esq. 

John O’Connor Charitable Gift Fund

Charles C. Platt, Esq.

Brian H. Polovoy, Esq.

F. Herbert Prem Jr, Esq. and Patricia R. Prem

Sharyl A. Reisman, Esq.
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DONOR STORY

Robert C. and Elizabeth Sheehan
Bob and Beth Sheehan’s support of The Legal Aid Society, and dedication to those we 
serve, is unmatched in our history. Over the years, the Sheehan’s launched and supported 
various programs and initiatives that provided The Legal Aid Society with critical funding 
and partnership that would ensure access to critical legal services for multiple generations 
of New Yorkers.

As Executive Partner at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, Bob Sheehan set  
a standard for pro bono service and philanthropic giving, deepening the firm’s  
leadership-level support of The Legal Aid Society—a commitment which continues to 
this day. In addition to his own pro bono service, Bob serves as a trustee of the Skadden 
Fellowship Foundation, which supports young lawyers interested in public interest law, 
many of whom have come to The Legal Aid Society as fellows.

During her time on the Board, when The Legal Aid Society was experiencing financial 
challenges, Beth Sheehan worked on a variety of projects supporting the organization’s 
survival and eventual growth. For many years, Beth volunteered for various initiatives  
that raised funds and awareness about Legal Aid’s civil law practice, demonstrating  
an unwavering commitment to the ideal of equitable access to justice.

It would be hard to find two people who are more supportive of, or dedicated to,  
The Legal Aid Society and those we serve than Bob and Beth Sheehan.

Kathryn H. Ruemmler, Esq.

Lara Samet Buchwald, Esq.

Robert C. and Elizabeth Sheehan

Joseph C. Shenker, Esq. and Nina O. Shenker

Stein Family Gift Fund

Ann Thoron Hale 2009 Trust

$5,000 - $9,999
Leslie A. Abbey, Esq. and Stephen E. Dietz

A & J Saks Foundation Inc.

Babbitt Family Charitable Trust

Stuart J. Baskin, Esq. and Linda Lennon Baskin

Christopher D. Belelieu, Esq.

Marian L. Brancaccio, Esq.

Thomas M. Cerabino

Sarah N. Chapman, Esq. and Barry A. Bohrer, Esq.

Barbara and H. Rodgin Cohen

Eva W. Cole Esq. and Adam M. Cole

Alexandra Diamond, Esq. and Jeffrey A. Fuisz, Esq.

DJ McManus Foundation, Inc.

DRW Fund

Stephen Fishbein, Esq. and Jennifer Baker

Diane A. Fogg

Susan K. Dunn and Thomas F. Dunn

Christopher L. Garcia, Esq.

The Green Fund, Inc.

Jason M. Halper, Esq.

Martha C. Hillyard, PhD and Steven A. Hillyard, PhD

David G. Hille, Esq. and Marcella Hille

Jon A. Hlafter, Esq.

Patricia M. Hynes and Roy L. Reardon Foundation

Marjorie S. Isaac Charitable Lead Annuity Trust

Ann F. Kaplan and Robert A. Fippinger

Elai E. Katz, Esq.

Monica A. Lamb, Esq.

Ira N. Langsan & Lillian Langsan Philanthropic Fund

Andrew J. Levander, Esq. and Carol A. Loewenson

Susan B. and Art  Lindenauer

Nancy and Alan N. Locker Philanthropic Fund

J. Kevin McCarthy, Esq. and Kristen S. McCarthy

Thomas C. Meriam, Esq. and Susan Meriam

Moses/Young Donor Advised Fund

Perry A. Napolitano, Esq.

Henry N. Nassau, Esq.

Alan N. Levine and Alison Newman

Julie North, Esq. and William V. Fogg, Esq.

Tracy Richelle High, Esq.

Stephen Rogowsky & Valerie Salwen Gift Fund

Antony L. Ryan, Esq.

Jennifer M. Schneck, Esq.

William J. Schwartz, Esq.

Karen Patton Seymour, Esq.

L. Kevin Sheridan Jr., Esq.

Tiffany J. Smith Esq.

Audra J. Soloway, Esq. and David A. Green, MD

Joseph L. Sorkin, Esq. and Stephanie D. McCall

The Staffaroni Family Fund

Elliott V. Stein, Esq.

Lynn Stern and Jeremy Lang Family Foundation Inc.

Lise Strickler and Mark Gallogly Charitable Fund

Kelly A. Sullivan

Susan C. Waltman, Esq. and Thomas M. Barry

Andrew M. Wasserman, Esq. and Donna Wasserman

Charles Weinstein

Robert B. Wilson, Esq.

Jamie L. Wine, Esq.

June Yeum, Esq.

Debra Zarlin Edelman, Esq. and  
Scott Alexander Edelman, Esq.

$1,000 - $4,999
Bruce Abrahams

Charles W. Allen, Esq.

Barry J. Alperin

Anonymous

Anne Sargent Arcano, Esq. and  
Stephen F. Arcano, Esq.

Nicole M. Argentieri, Esq.

Isaac D. Aronson

Ellen L. Asher

Diane Asiel and John H. Asiel

Aziz Azam, Esq.

Karen R. Backus and Alan B. Goldberg

Robert J. Baehr, Esq.

Bahler Family Fund

The Hilaria and Alec Baldwin Foundation, Inc.

Christopher M. Barlow, Esq.

Maria Rocha Barros, Esq.

Richard and Kerri Bartlett Fund

Jessica Bauman and Benjamin Posel

Cynthia L Beck, Esq.

Scott J. Behson, PhD

Belson Family Fund

Marcia C. Bellows, Esq. and Allan S. Brilliant, Esq.

Kathryn S. Benedict, Esq.

Rodman W. Benedict, Esq.

Richard T. Bernardo, Esq.

Adam Jacob Bernstein, Esq.

Steven M. Bierman, Esq. and Jerrilyn Fleisher

Sheila L. Birnbaum, Esq.

Kimberly B. Blacklow, Esq.

Markus P. Bolsinger, PhD and Cristin A. Bolsinger

Michael Borgmann

Maximilian Bottinger

Darren A. Bowie, Esq.

Kelly J. Brandi and Stephen Brandi

Garth W. Bray, Esq. and Kathryn H. Baxter

K. Mallory Brennan, Esq.

Maggie Z. Brenner

John M. Briggs, Esq. and Jessica A. Bauman

Andrea R. Butler, Esq. and Jeff E. Butler, Esq.

Calico Fund

Timothy Cameron, Esq.

James F. Capalino

Capra Ransom Family Giving Fund

Andrew Carlon, Esq.

Zachary W. Carter, Esq.

William F. Cavanaugh Jr., Esq. and  
Mary Ellen Cavanaugh

Tracey L. Chenoweth, Esq.

C. Michael Chitwood, Esq.

Chutroo Family Giving Fund

Carl A. Cipollaro

The Cameron Clark Memorial Fund

John J. Clarke, Jr.

Lisa Elaine Cleary, Esq.

Steven E. Clemens, Esq.

Eric L. Cochran, Esq. and Stacy S. Cochran

Sarah E. Cogan, Esq. and Douglas H. Evans, Esq.

The Jonathan L. Cohen Foundation

Andrea H. Cohen, Esq. and Steven B. Cohen

Jacques & Emy Cohenca Foundation, Inc.

Faith Colish Fund

J. Peter Coll, Jr, Esq. 

Barbara S. B. Collins

Sean F. Corrigan, Esq. and Karen Corrigan

Stuart E. Cotton, Esq. and Betty Cotton

Amelia A. Cottrell, Esq.

Elena M. Coyle, Esq.

Meredith B. Cross, Esq.

Heather S. Cruz, Esq.

Samuel B. Cullman

Susan R. Cullman

Douglas F. Curtis, Esq.

Julia A. Czarniak, Esq.

Debra A. Dandeneau, Esq. and Jeffrey Matchen

The Das Fund

EKM Davidson Foundation

Kenneth R. David, Esq.

George A. Davidson, Esq. and Annette L. Davidson

Carl A. De Brito Esq. and Nancy De Brito

Jessica K. Delbaum, Esq.

Alexander R. DeLisi, Esq.

Delicious Dessert Charitable Fund

Mylan L. Denerstein, Esq.

Henry J. DePippo, Esq. and Kathleen C. DePippo

Sue A. Dillport Esq.

Dolnick Family Fund

Kate Q. Dominguez, Esq.

Qiao Dong

Sean C. Doyle, Esq.

Alan C. Drewsen Donor Advised Fund

Agnes Dunogue, Esq. and Jason B. Zinoman

Mary J. Eaton, Esq.

Joshua T. Ebersole, Esq.

Elyse D. Echtman, Esq. and Daniel M. Berger

Jane Engelhardt,  Esq. and Timothy K. Beeken, Esq.

Steven Epstein, Esq.

Jose A. Esteves, Esq.

The Evangelakos Family Charitable Fund

Steven Lawrence Fasman, Esq.

Andrew M. Faulkner, Esq. and Emily A. Fraenkel

The Fechter Family Charity

Ellen L. Federman-Conklin, Esq.

Michael S. Feldberg-Ruth Lazarus Charitable Trust

Michael S. Feldberg, Esq. and Ruth F. Lazarus

Warren L. Feldman, Esq.

Christopher N. Fennell, Esq.

Cynthia Fernandez Lumermann, Esq.

Douglas E. Fleming III, Esq.

Lauren Fowler, Esq.

Todd E. Freed, Esq.

Friedman Giving Fund

Eric J. Friedman, Esq. and Lori O. Friedman

Matthew E. Funk, Esq.

Maria T. Galeno, Esq.

Joy K. Gallup, Esq. and Alan M. Knoll, Esq.

Barbara  Gao Shapiro

John L. Gardiner Esq. and Julia Peck

Barry H. Garfinkel, Esq. and Gloria L. Garfinkel

Gideon and Sarah Gartner Foundation

Gerstenzang Family Fund

Kathryn Gettles-Atwa, Esq.
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DONOR STORY

Wells Fargo & Company

The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated a host of issues for the communities we serve, 
exposed systemic inequity, and threatened our city’s ability to recover. For renters and 
small business owners, the economic shutdown and the ensuing housing crisis created 
unprecedented levels of fear and uncertainty and widened a resource gap that  
endangered the livelihoods of many.

Thanks to the support of Wells Fargo & Company, The Legal Aid Society was able to 
increase outreach to affected individuals and communities, serving as a lifeline for  
New Yorkers in need. With a grant from the Wells Fargo Open for Business Fund, our 
Community Development Project was able to assist small business owners as they  
navigated each new stage of the pandemic and recovery, planning for prolonged  
closures, negotiating amendments to commercial leases, and helping to navigate  
complex government relief programs such as the Paycheck Protection Program.  
At the same time, tens of thousands of New Yorkers found themselves at the forefront  
of another housing crisis facing potential eviction. The support of Wells Fargo enabled  
our Housing Practice to increase dedicated staff, hold responsible agencies accountable, 
and provide outreach to ensure tenants were aware of and knew how to apply for emer-
gency rent relief funds. This work allowed families throughout the five boroughs to stay 
safely in their homes and landlords to secure significant rent arrears.

Sarah Gibbs Leivick, Esq. and  
S. Christopher Szczerban, Esq.

Daniel K. Gillmor

Amy Glickman, Esq. and Andrew P. Kuritzkes, Esq.

The Goldstone Family Foundation

Edward and Marjorie Goldberger Foundation

Goldey Giving Account

Wendy M. Goldberg, Esq.

Bruce J. Goldner, Esq.

Bess Thrope Goldring, Esq. and  
Stuart J. Goldring, Esq.

David J. Goldschmidt, Esq. and Ellen Goldschmidt

Hector Gonzalez, Esq. and Aimee E. Gonzalez

lael Goodman and Vikram Shankar

Julie R. Gorla, Esq.

Alan S. Goudiss, Esq. and Deborah J. Lyons

Meaghan C. Gragg, Esq.

Ward A. Greenberg, Esq. and Marlene Van Dyk 
Greenberg

Edward F. Greene, Esq.

Carol Greene-Vincent

Steven M. Greenspan

Sarah Grinshtein, Esq.

Joan B. Gross, Esq. and Stuart J. Gross, Esq.

Marjorie E. Gross, Esq.

Seth Grosshandler, Esq. and Kim Wainwright

Morton E. Grosz, Esq.

Matthew J. Guercio, Esq.

Christopher J. Gunther, Esq. and Alice M. Gunther

Lea Haber Kuck, Esq.

Eric B. Halper, Esq.

The Hanft Charitable Fund

Richard F. Hans, Esq.

Stacy J. Kanter, Esq. and Eric M. Kornblau, Esq.

Serena B. Harding-Jones and William D. Lese

Philip H. Harris, Esq. and Judith S. Grossman

Thaddeus Hartmann

Christopher S. Harvey, Esq.

Jonathan H. Hatch, Esq.

Zheng He, Esq.

Matthew P. Hendrickson Esq. and Karen Hendrickson

Thomas J. Henry, Esq.

David C. Hepp, Esq.

Angela K. Herring, Esq.

Crystal K. Ho CFP

Michael K. Hoffman, Esq. and Marian H. Hoffman

Karen Hoffman Lent, Esq.

The Michael S. Hollins Foundation

Vicki Z. Holleman, Esq. and Craig D. Holleman, Esq.

Steven L. Holley, Esq.

Katharine A. Homans and Patterson Sims

Victor L. Hou, Esq.

Marie A. Houghton-Larsen

Ralph P. Huber, Esq.

Fraser L. Hunter Jr., Esq.

David A. Isaacson Esq.

James Eric Ivester, Esq.

Nicolle L. Jacoby, Esq.

Jacobs/Walker Family Fund

Melissa C. Jaehnig

Richard T. Joffe Esq.

Jennifer D. Johnson and Erick A. D. Johnson

Ryan J. Johnston

Thomas Kahn, MD and Simi Kahn

Kainen-Kleinberg Giving Fund

Kamien-Mattis Charitable Fund

Kaufman Family Fund

David H. Kaufman, Esq.

Robert M. Kaufman, Esq.

David N. Kelley, Esq.

David H. Kellman, MD

Kevin C. Kelly, Esq.

Debra M. Kenyon, Esq. and Peter T. Hess

David A. Kerschner, Esq.

Louis B. Kimmelman, Esq. and Joy B. Kimmelman

David E. Kirk Esq.

Michael A. Kleinman, Esq.

Paige H. Klotz, Esq. and Richard Jay Grossman, Esq.

Alan M. Knoll, Esq.

Jeffrey Knox

Kornblau Family Foundation

Brian D. Krause Esq.

Lea H. Kuck, Esq. and Thomas A. Kuck

Jeremy Kudon, Esq.

John Kuehn & Elaine Crowley Charitable Gift Fund

Amy B. Kuhn, Esq. and Stuart L. Rosow, Esq.

David L. Kurtz, Esq.

Daniel Laddin

David M. Lamb, Esq.

Arthur Lander, MD, PhD

Lisa G. Laukitis, Esq.

Jaime L. Lavin, Esq. and Mark Astrachan

Jerome J. Lawton, Esq.

Paul D. Leake Esq. and Judith K. Leake

Michael Lebowitz

Sander Lehrer, Esq.

The Hallie Leighton Tikkun Olam Fund

Walter F. Leinhardt, Esq.

Mark N. Lessard, Esq.

Gillian L. Lester, JSD

Stuart D. Levi, Esq. and Jordana Schein-Levi

Tara and Michael Levy Family Fund

Rachel Levy

The Lincer Family Charitable Fund

Amy G. Lipin and Steven R. Lipin

Matthew L. Lippert, Esq.

Lorna C. Littner and Melvyn S. Littner

Tal Litvin

Cynthia A. Loomis, MD, PhD and  
Joseph Emmanuel Neuhaus, Esq.

Paola Lozano, Esq. and Brooks A. Olbrys,  Esq.

Brian G. Lustbader, Esq.

Susannah J. Malen, Esq. and Noah M. Leibowitz, Esq.

Christopher P. Malloy, Esq.

Leo L. Mancini

Adeel A. Mangi, Esq.

Kayalyn A. Marafioti, Esq. and David R. Marshall, Esq.

Rebecca Marchioni, CPA

Mark Giving Fund

Neil R. Markel Esq.

Richard F. Martinelli, Esq.

The Honorable John Sherwood Martin

Lori Martin, Esq.

Rebecca L. Martin Esq.

Steven J. Matays, Esq.

Mathews Family Fund

Maxim Mayer-Cesiano, Esq.

Matthew L. Mazur, Esq.

Michael A. McCormack, Esq. and Myra McCormack

Mary M. McCord, MD and Alexander L. Okun, MD

Gerard J. McGowan, Jr., Esq.

Deborah E. McInerney and Denis J. McInerney

The Herbert McLaughlin Children’s Trust

Karen A. McLaughlin and Mark I. Schubin

Joan McPhee, Esq.

David T. McTaggart, Esq.

Jonathan L. Mechanic, Esq.

David Meister, Esq. and Lotte Meister

Barbara R. Mendelson, Esq. and David W. Brody, MD

Gary J. Mennitt, Esq.

Sven G. Mickisch, Esq.

Jonathan B. Miller, Esq. and Nancy J. Workman

Margaret E. Miller

Manuel A. Miranda, Esq.

Jeffrey A. Mishkin, Esq. and Patricia J. Clarke

Rita M. Molesworth, Esq. and Richard N. Molesworth

Robert P. Mollen, Esq.

Moore Family Charitable Fund

The Charles C. and Susan Finch Moore  
Charitable Fund

Kathleen M Morton

Erica J. Mullen, PhD and Paul S. Mishkin, Esq.

Monica  Murphy and Bill Wasik

Scott D. Musoff, Esq. and Cindy Ellen Musoff

Laura G. Myhr and Mark A. Ryan

Susan Nash Charitable Fund

Elena M. Naughton, Esq. and Peter J. Hunt, Esq.

J. Kelley  Nevling Jr., Esq.

Robert Newman Giving Fund

Cathleen V. Noland

Eileen T. Nugent, Esq. and Lou R. Kling,  Esq.

Martin Nussbaum, Esq. and Kane Nussbaum

The O’Connell Family Fund

Kathleen O’Connor, Esq. and  
Matthew L. Larrabee, Esq.

The O’Connor/Brojatsch Family Giving Fund

Offutt and Polubinski Charitable Fund

Christine A. Okike, Esq.

Amy C. Ondreyka, Esq.

Vincent Pagano, Jr., Esq. and Pam Pagano

Carol J. Patterson, Esq.

Emanuel R. Pearlman

Tavan L.R. Pechet Fund

The Pegram Family Fund

Pembridge Square Fund

Joseph M. Penko, Esq.

Irving H. Picard, Esq. and Sharon M. Picard

Caroline M. Pignatelli, Esq.

William H. Pike, III, Esq.

Betsy and Ken Plevan

Roger E. Podesta, Esq. 

Pearl Polifka, Esq. and Robert Polifka, Esq.

Stephen E. Poltrack, Esq. and Gael H. Poltrack

Paul J. Powers Jr., Esq.

Eric H. Queen, Esq.

Quinn Mayo Giving Fund

Vered Rabia, Esq.

Stephen S. Rabinowitz, PhD, Esq.

Deborah D. Rand, Esq.

Jon S. Rand, Esq.

Dan and Adina Raviv Memorial Fund

Alexis Ravitch, Esq.

Stefanie Reiff

Corey A. Reis, Esq.
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Servant of Justice

The Servant of Justice Awards is The Legal Aid Society’s annual 
celebration of our work, our victories, and our partners. Each year, 
we gather together to recognize those individuals and institutions 
who have stood together to fight for equitable access to justice in 
all its forms. 

Though we were not able to come together in person this May, we were honored to 
welcome many more of our staff, supporters, and fellow advocates to share in a remote 
celebration of our work. The evening’s virtual program featured stories and conversations 
that spoke to the impact of our work as “legal first responders” during this past year where 
COVID-19 and racism plagued our nation and city. 

We are most appreciative of those individuals and institutions whose support sustains our 
work and makes success possible.

LEADER
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

SPONSOR
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

Milbank LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Proskauer Rose LLP

Shearman & Sterling LLP

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

White & Case LLP

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

PARTNER
American International Group, Inc.

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP

Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP

Roger and Annette Ferguson

Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP

Sidley Austin LLP

Winston & Strawn LLP

COUNSEL
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP

Cooley LLP

DLA Piper LLP 

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Goodwin Procter LLP

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Kelley Drye & Warren LLP

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP

Mayer Brown LLP

Morgan Stanley & Co. LLC

Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler LLP

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Reed Smith LLP

Ropes & Gray LLP

The Travelers Companies, Inc.

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

ADVOCATE
Bank of America Corporation

FTI Consulting, Inc.

Goldman Sachs & Co.

New York Life Insurance Co.

Pfizer, Inc.

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr, LLP

Viacom/CBS

Willis Towers Watson

FRIEND
Mary Lu Bilek, Esq. and Aaron R. Marcu, Esq.

Timothy Cameron, Esq.

CBRE

Cornerstone Research

Corrao Miller Wiesenthal Legal Search Consultants, Inc.

Dechert LLP

Alexandra Diamond, Esq. and Jeffrey A. Fuisz, Esq.

Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP

Diane Fogg

Gallagher

GFP Real Estate, LLC

Goldin Associates, a Teneo Company

David J. Greenwald, Esq.

Patricia M. Hynes, Esq. & Roy L. Reardon, Esq.

Jones Day

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Jeffrey L. Kessler, Esq. and Regina D. Kessler

Susan and Art Lindenauer

McCarter & English, LLP

Denis J. McInerney, Esq. and Deborah E. Bers

Thomas C. Meriam, Esq. and Susan Meriam

NBCUniversal Media, LLC

Julie North, Esq. and William V. Fogg, Esq.

Outten & Golden LLP

Perkins Coie LLP

Robert C. and Elizabeth Sheehan

Julie A. Turner, Esq.

United HealthCare Services, Inc.

White & Williams LLP

NEW LEADERSHIP PROGRAM  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kathryn S. Benedict

Alexander De Lisi

Joshua T. Ebersole

Natasha F. Fapohunda

Melissa B. Francis

Terence C. Hagerty

Crystal K. Ho

Andrew Jarrell

Kevin C. Kelly

David A. Kerschner

Michael A. Kleinman

Jaime L. Lavin

Ilona Logvinova

Rebecca Marchioni

David T. McTaggart

Omar Mirza

Caroline M. Pignatelli

Patrick J. Reinikainen

Katherine A. Rocco

Alexander Synkov Garcia

S. Christopher Szczerban

Julie A. Turner

Elie J. Worenklein

Joanna M. Zdanys

Sherri D. Reiss, Esq.

Michael W. Restey Jr., Esq.

Daniel C. Reynolds, Esq.

Patrick G. Rideout, Esq.

Joseph A. Riley, Esq. and  M. Catherine Riley

David M. Rievman, Esq. and Anne Oh

Timothy A. Robert

Elizabeth Roberts

The Honorable Stephen C. Robinson

Neil L. Rock, Esq. and Marla Rock

Rosenthal Family Fund

Elana S. Rosenberg, MD and Gregory A. Litt, Esq.

Joan and Steven B. Rosenfeld

E. Joshua Rosenkranz, Esq.

Nicola Rosenstock, Esq. and Jordan Rosenstock, MD

Charles M. Rosenthal, Esq.

Kenneth I. Rosh, Esq. and Merideth Schlesinger

Scott H. Rothstein, Esq. and Elizabeth P. Troop

Susan Brooks Ruskin, Esq. and Bradley I. Ruskin, Esq.

Bradley K. Sabel, Esq. and Nancy J. Sabel

Susan L. Saltzstein, Esq. and Steve R. Fallek,  MD

Caroline Sandberg, Esq.

Godelieve M. Sannen, DDS

Cara R. Saunders

Paul C. Saunders, Esq. and Patricia A. Saunders

Frederick P. Schaffer, Esq. and Barbara Schatz

Megan E. Schmitt and Daniel B. Smith

Allison R. Schneirov Fisch, Esq. and Steven Fisch

Paul H. Schoeman, Esq.

Myra and Milton J. Schubin Philanthropic Fund

Marcy L. Schuck and Peter H. Schuck

Bart M. Schwartz, Esq.

Kenneth B. Schwartz, Esq.

Michael J. Schwartz, Esq.

Andrea J. Schwartzman, Esq.

Steven C. Schwartz, Esq.

Helfried J. Schwarz, Esq.

Charles J. Scibetta Jr., Esq.

Howard Seife, Esq. and Amy Seife

Karen B. Shaer, Esq. and Benjamin E. Rosenberg, Esq.

Nirav S. Shah, Esq.

Marc R. Shapiro, Esq.

Paul Shapses

Avinash Sharma

David J. Sheehan, Esq.

Sheng Jaramillo Family Fund

Autumn and Eric Shepherd Fund

Rosemarie Shomstein and Lee Shomstein

Angela Siciliano

Moses Silverman and Betty Robbins  
Charitable Gift Fund

Julie Sissman and Phil Richer Fund

Garrett K. Smith Giving Account

Jennifer and Mark Smith Charitable Fund

Smul Family Giving Fund

SNL Charitable Fund

Audrey L. Sokoloff, Esq. and Tim Hosking

Joan and Laurence Sorkin Charitable Fund

James M. Spears and Richard M. Sternberg

Lawrence S. Spiegel, Esq. and Lori A. Spiegel

Patrick J. Spinola Jr, Esq.

Brian M. Stadler, Esq. and Suzanne Stadler

Erik J. Stapper, Esq. and Antoinette Stapper

Starfield Hurwitz Fund

Neil A. Steiner, Esq. and Amy S. Steiner

Neil Steinkamp

James Lamont Stengel, Esq. and Beverly J. Bartow

Antonia E. Stolper, Esq. and Robert A. Fertik

Jocelyn E. Strauber, Esq.

Jonathan R. Streeter, Esq. and Lisa W. Borneman

James S. Stringfellow, Esq.

Alexander Synkov Garcia

Ivan Taback, Esq.

Ronald J. Tabak, Esq.

Jennifer Tatman, Esq.

Mark E. Thierfelder, Esq. and Courtney A. Lederer

Blair T. Thetford, Esq.

Sally A. Thurston, Esq. and Mark T. Power, Esq.

Tracey A. Tiska, Esq. and Peter W. Tomlinson, Esq.

Jenny R. Tolan and Walter C. Perrin III, Esq.

Louise E. Tranford, Esq. and Joseph A. Lipari, Esq.

Dina G. Traugot, Esq.

Conray C. Tseng, Esq. and Jennifer Lee

The Tufenkian Foundation

Julie A. Turner, Esq.

Jennifer Vanmeter

David E. Vann, Esq.

Glorimari Vargas, Esq.

Cynthia Jane Wachtell, Ph.D. and  
Jeffrey Nathan Neuman, Esq.

Rebecca Kahan Waldman, Esq.

Sarah M. Ward, Esq. and Mark Massey

Murray and Phyllis Warschauer Fund

The Douglas and Tara Weckstein Charitable Fund

Kristen B. Weil, Esq.

David J. Weinberger, Esq. and Bettina Weinberger

Katherine G. Weinstein, Esq.

The Whitman Family Charitable Fund

B. Chase Wink, Esq.

Derek M. Winokur, Esq.

Kenneth A. Wolff, Esq.

The Wonderful Foundation

Gro V. Wood and Jeffrey S. Wood Charitable Fund

Elise A. Yablonski, Esq. and Ralph M. Stone, Esq.

Dwight S. Yoo, Esq.

Mary T. Young, Esq.

Joanna M. Zdanys, Esq.

Nazim Zilkha, Esq. and Gabrielle G. Zilkha

George A. Zimmerman, Esq. and Cathy Zimmerman

Scott M. Zimmerman, Esq. and Vivian M. Zimmerman

David J. Zinberg, Esq. and Lynette Remen Zinberg

David M. Zornow, Esq. and Martha Zornow

MATCHING GIFT SUPPORTERS
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

American International Group, Inc.

APAX Foundation

Assurant Foundation

The Bank of New York Mellon

BNY Mellon Community Partnership  
(Powering Potential)

The Boeing Company

Chubb Corporation

Clifford Chance US LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Dentons

The Estée Lauder Companies, Inc.

Ford Foundation, Matching Gift Program

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Matching  
Gifts Program

Google, Inc.

Hearst Communications Inc.

iStar

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

LinkedIn Corporation

Mastercard International Matching Gifts Program

Mayer Brown LLP

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation

Mutual of America Foundation

National Football League

Oath, Inc.

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Robert Half International Inc.

The Rockefeller Foundation

Spotify

Tapestry

Trail of Bits

The Travelers Companies, Inc.

Viking Global Investors LP

Willis Towers Watson



44 45

In Appreciation of Our Corporate Sponsors

Corporate Advocates Corporate Supporters
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Financial Summary 
For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

			   2020	 2021

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents				    17,246,696	 18,400,584

Receivables from grants and			    	 87,851,531	  97,647,480 
governmental contracts, and other	

Investments, at fair value			    	 20,333,650	  11,268,514 

Deferred charges and other assets			     	 1,031,212	  826,566

Property and equipment, at cost, net			       	 4,239,865	  3,930,825 

Total Assets 								       $130,702,954		  $132,073,969

Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities

	Accounts payable and accrued expenses			   12,227,252	 13,132,074

	Accrued payroll and other employee expenses	  		  33,043,197	 36,910,784

	Program advances			      	 -	  952,521

	Line of Credit				    -	 2,250,000

	Accrued postretirement health and benefits cost	  		  70,213,668  	  71,569,807

	Pension liability			    	 18,615,274   	  4,274,168

	Deferred lease incentives and lease obligations			   16,430,466	  14,100,397

Total liabilities							          $150,529,857		   $143,189,751

Commitments and Contingencies
Net Assets

Without donor restrictions		   	   	 (25,966,724)	  (18,266,921)

With donor restrictions

—Purpose and time restricted				     4,048,798	  5,050,116

—Perpetual in nature			       	   2,091,023 	  2,101,023

	Total with donor restrictions		   		  6,139,821 	 7,151,139

Total net asset deficiency		   			    		  (19,826,903)		   (11,115,782)

Total liabilities and net asset deficiency					     $130,702,954 		  $132,073,969	
	

REVENUES

					     2020	 2021

	Criminal Defense Practice					        189,820,151	 187,353,547

Juvenile Rights Practice				      	   48,160,137	  44,174,645

Civil Practice				       	    76,282,732 	  80,345,165

Contributions (net of direct expenses related to the benefit)		    	   15,414,814  	  14,887,978

Return (loss) on investments, net					       907,533	  1,244,937

Court awards					       96,614	  47,374

Other income					        150,225 	  2,345

Total Revenue										           $330,832,206		  $328,055,991

Please visit www.legalaidnyc.org for the full financial report. 

Revenue over 5 years 2021 Revenue

Please visit www.legalaidnyc.org for the full financial report. 
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EXPENSES

	 CRIMINAL	 JUVENILE		  TOTAL	 TOTAL	 2021	 2020 
	 DEFENSE	 RIGHTS	 CIVIL	 PROGRAM	 ADMIN/	 TOTAL	 TOTAL 
	 PRACTICE	 PRACTICE	 PRACTICE	 EXPENSES	 FUNDRAISING	 EXPENSES	 EXPENSES

Employee Expenses

Professional staff salaries	 82,691,743	 22,707,399	 35,583,338	 140,982,480	 7,226,457	 148,208,937	 140,591,747

Support staff salaries	 23,815,643	 6,293,592	 10,112,441	 40,221,676	 4,882,436	 45,104,112	 44,613,142

Fringe benefits and	 53,170,028	 14,456,780 	 22,782,790	 90,409,598	 5,786,977	 96,196,575	 88,857,047   
other employee costs

Total employee		  159,677,414		  43,457,771 		  68,478,569		  271,613,754 		  17,895,870		  289,509,624		   274,061,936 
expenses

Other Expenses

Occupancy costs 	 11,092,129	 2,443,057	 6,573,828	 20,109,014	 1,520,213	 21,629,227	 22,709,864  

Communications 	 1,191,906   	 314,688	 662,954	 2,169,548	 157,009	 2,326,557	 1,833,665  

Office operating 	 588,846	 134,756	 223,218	 946,820 	 736,454	 1,683,274	 1,954,608  

Purchases and leases of	 2,250,205	 257,479	 935,120	 3,442,804	 825,277	 4,268,081	 4,413,017    
furniture and equipment

Law books and 	 578,979	 118,993	 553,508	 1,251,480	 16,034	 1,267,514	  1,468,944   
reference materials

Trial minutes	 138,882	 21,696	 6,122	 166,700	 0	 166,700	 394,058

Cost of investigations	 789,532	 18,191	 619,493	 1,427,216	 7,204	 1,434,420	 2,044,873 
and expert witnesses

Professional services	 98,724	 27,801	 3,664,230	 3,790,755	 1,496,556	 5,287,311	 5,944,207   

Transportation	 305,682	 8,606	 43,796	 358,084	 4,220	 362,304	 971,813  

Insurance	 450,347	 123,297	 208,654	 782,298	 55,922	 838,220	 781,534  

Depreciation 	 196,130	 58,924	 257,617	 512,671	 149,293	 661,964	 730,502   
and amortization

Other	 383,579	 43,339	 735,395	 1,162,313	 3,501,504	 4,663,817	 4,819,681

Total other expenses		  18,064,941		  3,570,827		  14,483,935		  36,119,703		  8,469,686		  44,589,389		  48,066,766

Total expenses, 		 $177,742,355		  $47,028,598		  $82,962,504		 $307,733,457		  $26,365,556		 $334,099,013		  $322,128,702   
excluding other than 
net periodic costs

Please visit www.legalaidnyc.org for the full financial report. 
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We spend 92 cents of every 
dollar on our programs.

Everett Lee, Jeff Lee, Stan Lee, Sungso Lee, Young Lee, Sarah Legler, Mimi Lei, Sabieta Lekhraj, Jorge Lema Rodriguez, Sarah Lemelman, Marty Lentz, Samantha Lepre, Adrian Lesher, William 
Lesman, Michael Letwin, Clifford Levin, Arnold Levine, Benjamin Levine, Steven Levine, Robin Levinson-Zalewski, Sharona Levitt, Jennifer Levy, Samuel Levy, Allison Lewis, Donna Lewis, 
Hannah Lewis, Jennifer Lewis, Michael Lewis, Aisha Lewis-McCoy, Tashi Lhewa, Diana Li, Olivia Li, Joseph Licitra, Laura Lieberman-Cohen, Susan Light, Vicki Light, Justin Lim, Margaret Lin, 
Jessica Linda, Martha Lineberger, Amanda Lipari, Aviv Lipman, Richell Lisboa, Susan Litt, Nancy Little, Paul Liu, Elizabeth Loebman, David Loftis, Elizabeth Logan, Kalah Lomax, Niasia Lomax, 
Michele Lombardo, Israel Lopez Alderete, Alejandra Lopez, Digna Lopez, Eileen Lopez, Katherine Lopez, Mayzabeth Lopez, Melinda Lopez, Zoraida Lopez, Tania Lopez-Zaldivar, Angie Louie, 
Jacob Love, Sharon Lowe, Marianna Lowenfeld, Caroline Lowry, Allison Lowy, Leonel Lucero, Rose-Emma Lunderman, Emily Lundgren, Shirley Luong, Justine Luongo, Julie Ly, Douglas Lyons, 
Ying-Ying Ma, Keri Mabry, Alexandra MacDougall, Lorraine Maddalo, Jacob Madubuko, Paige Maier, Jillaine Maillet, Shavonn Mainor, Zoie Mair, Amina Majeed, Alexis Makrides, Evelyn Malave, 
Matthew Malave, Keith Malonis, Eileen Malunowicz, Jordan Manalastas, Melissa Mandor, Romel Mangru, Leigh Mangum, Sarah Manley, William Mantlo, Gabriela Manzanares, Stephanie Mao, 
Aurora Maoz, Maud Maron, Carlos Marquez Salazar, Lissette Marquez, Ayesha Marra, Brunilda Marrero, Amber Marshall, Wayne Marshall, Brad Martin, Leah Martin, Rebecca Martin, Vanita 
Martin, Antonio Martinez, Avery Martinez, Helen Martinez, Jocelyne Martinez, Jose Martinez, Luis Martinez, Maria Martinez, Mariella Martinez, Mildred Martinez, Pauloma Martinez, Katheryne 
Martone, Hallie Marx, Lori Masco, Alicia Mason, Bobette Masson-Churin, Amee Master, Titus Mathai, Nancy Matos-Rodriguez, Alexandra Matta, Julia Mattson, Patrick Matutina, Natalie Maust, 
Jonah Mayer, Prudencio Maysonet, Perry Mc Aninch, Thomas Mc Call Jr, Edward Mc Carthy, Colette Mc Crae, Zachary Mc Dermott, Dorothy Mc Donald-Starace, Lorraine Mc Evilley, Sheneka 
Mc Kenzie Sage, Irmin Mc Kenzie, Lena Mc Mahon, Edward McCabe, Thomas McCall, Evan McCants-Goldman, Heather McCarthy, Margaret McClean, Connor McCleskey, Ellen McCormick, 
Jonathan McCoy, Megan McCoy, Elizabeth McCullough-Sanden, Anjole McDermott, Jaquanna McDonald, Deborah McGee, Amelia McGovern, Caroline McGrath, Michelle McGrath, Sarah 
McHenry, Kathleen McIlraith, Sirica McIntosh, Sirica McIntosh, Leeanne McIntyre, Christine McKeithan, Caitlin McLaughlin, Erin McMullan, Julia McNally, Tracy McNeil, Jason McPherson, 
James McQueeney, Francis McShane, Aarron McWillie, Tiffany Mckellar, Connor Mealey, Steven Mechanic, Demaris Medina, Samuel Medina, Alice Meehan, Eric Meggett, Laura Meigh, Stacy 
Meisner, Faith Meixell, Benjamin Mejia, Anna Melendez-Franco, Luisa Melian, Jillian Melnick, Giovanni Mendez, Meghan Mendez, Rosa Mendez, Arthur Mendola, Zoe Menon, Jean-Gladys 
Mensah, Margarita Menuar, Sonia Mercado, Lindsey Mercer, Madeleine Mercer, Fern Merenstein, Claire Merkine, Cora Metrick-Chen, Henry Meyer, Ajene Meyers, Kathleen Meyers, Richard 
Meyerson, Jennifer Michaelson, Barbara Michalska, Kevin Michels, Justyna Mielczarek, Spencer Migotsky, Caroline Miller Okun, Caitlin Miller, Lamar Miller, Marcus Miller, Ryan Miller, Tasaion 
Miller-Veitch, Guy Mills, Saundra Mills, James Mingo, Mahmud Minhas, Jenna Minor, Tatyana Mints, Sharon Miodovsky, Steven Miraglia, Jean Miranda, Shayan Mirzahaidar, Heather Misterka, 
Dawne Mitchell, Peter Mitchell, Renee Mittler, Donie Mixon, Dean Mladenovic, Robert Moeller, Ronald Mohan, Jusselia Molina, Cynthia Molina-Santos, Marie Mombrun, Edgar Monasterio, Curtis 
Moner, Lauren Monosoff, Edwin Montano, Isi Montero De Oleo, Mollie Montgomery, Paul Montgomery, Claudia Montoya, S Moody, Claire Mooney, Brianna Moore, Daniel Moore, Geno Moore, 
Michael Moore, James Mora, Mara Moradoff, Jessica Morales, Melanie Morales, Shante Morales, Hellen Moreira, Lorca Morello, Florence Morgan, Shaquara Morgan, Merly Morocho Guaman, 
Antoine Morris, Martin Morris, Tameka Morris, Malaysia Morrison, Roslyn Morrison, Theresa Moser, Jennifer Moses, Anna Moss, Christelle Moussignac, Aaron Moyne, Atusa Mozaffari, Allan 
Muchnik, Autumn Mukhopadhyay, Nicole Mull, Katherine Mullen, Videsh Mungaroo, Vanity Muniz, Fay Munro-Cole, Helen Munro-Singleton, Gabriel Munson, Tomoeh Murakami-Tse, Aaron 
Murdock, Claudine-Annick Murphy, Donald Murphy, Joyce Murphy, Michael Murphy, Eileen Murphy-Zadoff, Don Murray, Michael Murray, Desmond Myers, Stephen Myers, Toni Myers, Alyssa 
Nadler, Sharon Naipaul-Gopaul, Daniel Nakos, Anyika Nance, Shanti Narra, Beth Natale, Angela Navarro, Plamen Naydenov, Marie Ndiaye, John Needham, Kenwyn Nelson, Michael Nelson, 
Dalourny Nemorin, Noelle Nero, Edda Ness, Todd Neuhaus, James Neville, Diana Nevins, John Newbery, Brett Newman, Lucy Newman, Robert Newman, Janee Newsome, Elizabeth Newton, 
Caroline Ng, Kensing Ng, Kay Nguyen, William Nicholas, Alice Nino, Dajehne Nisbett, Jamie Niskanen-Singer, Yvonne Nix, Thomas Nixon-Friedheim, Michelle Noah, Ariane Nolfo, Sateesh Nori, 
Linda Norona, Ilan Norwood, Russell Novack, Rebecca Novick, John Novoa, Kara Nowakowski, Zachory Nowosadzki, Tyrone Nurse, Makeda Nyabingi, Thomas O’Brien, John O’Connell, Ryan 
O’Dell, Randi O’Donnell, Niamh O’Flaherty, Oona O’Flaherty, Sarah O’Leary, Kristy O’Neill, Grace Oboma-Layat, David Ocasio, Judy Ocasio, Kelli Ogbuzuo, Lisa Ohta, Jideofor Okoli, Nadia 
Okraku, Jubril Oladiran, Ward Oliver, Milagros Oliveras, Michelleann Oliveros, Efrain Olmo, Olayemi Olurin, Anne Oredeko, Migdalia Orengo, Eliza Orlins, Rosalie Orta, James Ortiz, Maria Ortiz, 
Michele Ortiz, Orlando Ortiz, Wilberto Ortiz-Batista, Kiarra Osorio, Benigno Otano, Alexandria Otero, Cynthia Otero, Allison Ottley, David Ourlicht, Lynexa Owens, Zulay Oyarvide, Janet 
Ozarchuk, Juni Ozzengett, Eliza Pacheco, Lisa Packard, Melissa Padilla, Aadhithi Padmanabhan, Yvonne Pagan, Will Page, Christina Paliogiannis, Girish Panchal, Rashmi Panchal, Damjan 
Panovski, Ivan Pantoja, Philip Papiasvili, Franklin Parache, Brian Parcon, Crystal Parham, Sean Parmenter, Norman Parrish, Michael Pate, Umesh Patel, Carina Patritti, Vanessa Paugh, Melissa 
Paul, Diane Pazar, Rebekah Pazmino, Robert Peck, Rachel Pecker, Arthur Peeples, Natalie Peeples, Christopher Pelletier, Cynthia Pena, Rebeka Penberg, Khadeya Penson, Mary Peppito, 
Damelsa Peralta, Heather Perez, Joshua Perez, Ricardo Perez, Roberto Perez, Sebastian Perez, Chavonte Perkins, Michael Perkins, Alexander Perlin, Cornelius Perry, Haley Pessin, Kyle Peters, 
Pamela Peters, Mykiel Peterson, Renato Petocchi, Polixene Petrakopoulos, Sarah Petrick, Gislaine Phillip, Vance Phillip, Rachel Phillips, Vincent Phillips, Valeria Philpot, Joel Pietrzak, Hayley 
Pine, Michael Pineiro, Jade Pinero, Hannah Pinto, Mary Pinto, Christopher Pisciotta, James Pitt, Lisa Pitts, Soula Platis, Lisa Podemski, Taylor Poe, Stephen Pokart, Ramzia Polizzi, Deborah 
Pollack, James Pollock, Katherine Ponce, Amy Pont, Stephanie Pope, Tyron Pope, Ronald Popo, Allen Popper, Emily Poppish, Terrome Porter, Marvin Posada, Linda Postell, Meagan Potter, Eric 
Poulos, Frederic Pratt, Zenobia Prattis-Montgomery, Anton Pribysh, Risa Procton, Timothy Pruitt, Angelica Puente-Soto, Noel Purcell, Enrico Purita, Nina Puro, Robert Quackenbush, Jennifer 
Quijano, Alice Quinn, Michelle Quinn, Veronica Quinones, Ruben Quiterio, Nelson Rabaza, Maria Radman-Vazquez, Sara Raftery, Kristal Ragbir, Laboni Rahman, Niteka Raina, Christina Raj, 
Stephanie Ramdhari, Marlene Ramirez, Jasmine Ramirez-Burgos, Jadera Ramirez-Garcia, Ushadevi Ramjit, Stephanie Ramos, Rolston Ramsammy, Timothy Ramsammy, Omar Rana, Kristie 
Ranchurejee, Jess Rao, Michael Raskin, Nicholas Raskin, Kyla Ratliff, Christina Raton, Michelle Rattoballi, Georgia Rattray-Gray, Kai-lin Rausch, Jishian Ravinthiran, Ora Raymore-Kenlock, 
Joseph Razzouk, Lauren ReVeal, Natalie Rea, Alexander Redlins, Katherine Redmon, Gretchen Reeser, Cara Reichard, Brandon Reim, Marcus Reina, Max Reinhardt, Sara Reisberg, Alison 
Reisner, Brendan Relyea, Jane Remler, Wendy Remy, Beth Rennekamp, Lauren Restivo, Frances Resto, Deanna Resuta, Ekaterina Revia, Kenny Rey, Rhianna Rey, Bertha Reyes, Patrick Jayson 
Reyes, Susan Reyes, Alex Reznik, Alexandra Rhodd, Rania Riad, Victor Richards, Cassandra Richardson, Joseph Richardson, Robin Richardson, Tasha Ricks, Elizabeth Rieser-Murphy, Alfonzo 
Riley, Nakeisha Riley, Lillian Ringel, Katie Ringer, Jennifer Ritter, Lauralee Rivas, Alfredo Rivera, Arlene Rivera, Cynthia Rivera, Diego Rivera, Donovan Rivera, Jeffrey Rivera, Joseph Rivera, 
Nicholas Rivera, Ricardo Rivera, Yevgeniya Rivkina, Kimberly Roach, Corey Robert, Kendell Roberts, Lauren Roberts, Samuel Roberts, Chavell Robinson, Justin Robinson, Kasandra Robinson, 
Melanie Robinson, Rachel Robinson, Whitney Robinson, Jesseyka Roche, Evan Rock, Paul Rock, Elana Rodman-Solomon, Alijah Rodriguez, Ana Rodriguez, Angelica Rodriguez, Christian 
Rodriguez, Edwin Rodriguez, Elizabeth Rodriguez, Emil Rodriguez, Felesia Rodriguez, Heidy Rodriguez, Jacqueline Rodriguez, Lia Rodriguez, Maria Rodriguez, Shelly Rodriguez, Patricia Rogers, 
Raymond Rogers, Rory Rohan, Daniella Rohr, Jacob Rolls, Luis Roman, Rosemary Roman-Hare-Bey, Claudia Romano, Cristina Romero, Michael Rooney, Alexander Roos, Angela Rosa, Magda 
Rosa-Rios, Jonathan Rosado, Jose Rosado, Krystal Rosado, Raquel Rosales, Alyssa Rosario, Angel Rosario, Pornprapa Rosario, Sylvia Rosario, Jeffrey Rose, Tamar Rosen, Cheyenna Rosenbaum, 
Emma Rosenberg, Mimi Rosenberg, Scott Rosenberg, Terri Rosenblatt, Rebecca Rosenfeld, Emily Rosenfield, Lydia Ross, Alana Roth, Timothy Rountree, Joy Royaux, Gail Rozansky, Michael 
Ruben, Paulette Rubinsky, Scott Rudnick, Elisha Rudolph, Ishrat Ruhi, Katherine Ruiz Boada, Hector Ruiz, Shaliyah Ruiz, Deborah Rush, Laura Russell, Holly Rutledge, Dawn Ryan, Delia Ryan, 
Alexander Ryley, Joelle Ryu, Theodora Saal, Margaret Saalfield, Janet Sabel, Steven Sacco, Artur Sachakov, Ellen Sacks, Erin Sage, Dayana Saint Vil, Megumi Saito, Anais Salazar, Melissa Salce, 
Diana Salierno, Bulban Salim, Desiree Salomone, Jamshid Saloor, Lori Salyer, Jane-Roberte Sampeur, Syshawn Samuel, Jacqueline Samuels-Jaffee, Christine Sanchez, Victor Sanchez-
Lloveras, Gloria Sanders, Kevin Sanders, Sara Sanders, Darius Sanford, Nilsa Saniel, Carol Santangelo, Darleen Santiago, Donovan Santiago, George Santiago, Iliana Santiago, Maria Santiago, 
Nalia Santiago, Jorge Santos, Priyadarshni Sapru, Melvin Saravia, Eugene Sarchiapone, Louis Sartori, Heather Saslovsky, Michael Sato, Martha Saunders, Lauren Saunderson, Surya Sayed-
Ganguly, Kate Scanlan, Matthew Scarcella, Debra Scarlett, Randall Schaefer, Regina Schaefer, Kenneth Schaeffer, Lizabeth Schalet, Sophia Schall, Alexia Schapira, Julie Schaul, Charlie 
Scheel, Joshua Scheier, Kimberly Schertz, Nicole Schill, Jeremiah Schlotman, Taylor Schlussel, Joel Schmidt, Cynthia Schmits, John Schoeffel, Jeanne Schoenfelder, Mark Scholl, Caryn 
Schreiber, Nicolas Schumann-Ortega, Michelle Schwartz, Mitchell Schwartz, Mitchell Schwartz, Kristina Schwarz, Ryan Schwarz, Steven Schwarz, Katarina Schweitz, Adrienne Scott, Eric 
Scott, Jean Scott, Matthew Scott, Zaida Scott, Marcia Seckler, Samantha Seda, Jacob Segall, Raul Segundo, Benjamin Seibel, Keith Seidman, David Seman, Richard Semegram, Julie Sender, 
Jeffrey Senter, Amy Serlin, Susan Sevin, Melina Sfakianaki, Hasan Shafiqullah, Soelma Shagdarova, Premali Shah, Daequan Shane, Taylor Shann, Stephanie Shapiro Marden, Shawn Shariati, 
Angela Shaw, Irwin Shaw, Hardeep Shergill, Desiree Sheridan, Alexandra Shookhoff, Stefen Short, Diana Shum, Cynthia Sichenze, Diana Sidakis, Nakeeb Siddique, Naila Siddiqui, Isabelle 
Siegel, Sarah Siegel, Isabel Sierra Velazquez, Elana Silberman, Jennifer Siletti, Carolyn Silvers, Anna Sim, Clark Simpkins, Christina Simpson, Kayla Simpson, David Singer, Gurmeet Singh, 
Jagmeet Singh, Malissa Singh, Reshamjeet Singh, Riti Singh, Chantel Singleton, Kimberly Skadan, Shana Skaletsky, Sherine Skariah, Elizabeth Skeen, Maureen Slack, Brian Slater, Shervon 
Small, Dorothy Smalls, Julian Smalls, Marsha Smalls, Samantha Smalls, Ariel Smallwood, Jason Smallwood, David Smiley, Alexander Smith, Alexandra Smith, Chanel Smith, Clay Smith, Denzil 
Smith, Edwina Smith, Elizabeth Smith, Jodi Smith, Rachel Smith, Sondra Smith, Spencer Smith, Todd Smith, Marvin Sobers, Marisa Soghoian, Gary Solomon, Adan Soltren, Savendra Somdat, 
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