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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

Legal Aid, Advocates and Elected Officials Call on NYPD
Inspector General to Release Audit of the NYPD’s Gang
Database

G.A.N.G.S Coalition Also Urges the City Council to
Immediately Pass Legislation That Would Finally Abolish This
Overtly Racially Biased Policing Tool

(NEW YORK, NY) — The Legal Aid Society, G.A.N.G.S Coalition, elected officials,
impacted New Yorkers and others, rallied outside of the Office of the Inspector General for the
NYPD (OIG-NYPD) to demand the release of a long-awaited report on the New York City
Police Department’s (NYPD) controversial gang database, and called on the New York City
Council to pass Int 0360, pending legislation that would abolish the database and precludes the
NYPD from creating a replacement.

The New York City Department of Investigation (DOI), which oversees OIG-NYPD, stated that
the report would be released by the end of 2022. The report will reveal the findings of an audit
that launched in 2018 into the problematic database, which is currently estimated to hold records
on 17.500 to 42.000 New Yorkers, some as young as 13-years-old. 99 percent of those in the
database are Black and Latinx.

Advocates have long decried the NYPD gang database as discriminatory, over-inclusive, and full
of erroneous data that results in surveillance and the guestionable prosecution of Black and
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Latinx people. Inclusion in a gang database, which requires no proof of criminal activity, can
impact an individual’s access to housing, education, employment, naturalization, and more.

“Simply put, the gang database is a racist and unconstitutional tool that ensnares young Black
and Latinx New Yorkers in the criminal legal system, and we’re confident that the OIG-NYPD
report will reflect exactly that,” said Anthony Posada, supervising attorney in the Community
Justice Unit at The Legal Aid Society. “We call for the immediate release of this report, and on
the City Council to advance much needed legislation that will abolish this rogue and
hyper-inclusive database once and for all.”

In 2019, Chicago’s Office of Inspector General audited the Chicago Police Department’s Gang
Database which resulted in findings of widespread abuse and discrimination. The report cited a
lack of sufficient controls for generating, maintaining, and sharing gang-related data; a lack of
procedural fairness protections; significant data quality concerns; and a lack of transparency
regarding its gang designations strain on police-community relations.

Cities across the country, including Chicago, Boston, and Washington D.C., have successfully
challenged their local law enforcement’s gang databases in court. The justices in the U.S. First
Circuit Court of Appeals in Boston cited “flaws in that database, including its reliance on an
erratic point system built on unsubstantiated inferences.”

In 2017, the Portland Police Bureau ended its gang database, yet a city audit less than a year later
discovered that the Bureau still kept an informal list of active gang members despite purging the
formal directory of “designated” gang members. This underscores the need for legislation, such
as Int 0360, to not only abolish databases, but also prohibit local law enforcement from creating
replacements.

HiH

The Legal Aid Society exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that New Yorkers are
not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For over 145 years, we have protected,
defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in
every borough, The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our

communities. www.legalaidnyc.org


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Figchicago.org%2F2019%2F04%2F11%2Freview-of-the-chicago-police-departments-gang-database%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cf25cdf4b276748b62c6008dac67dafc2%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638040540408750645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=krwSowkGY5NNXU4ntbBgQ9I2oZH69pMKbdO64AQ5wD0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macarthurjustice.org%2Fcase%2Fchicagoans-for-an-end-to-the-gang-database%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cf25cdf4b276748b62c6008dac67dafc2%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638040540408750645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0dVg8Ry%2BvoS3%2BBAlMJF4nMW2lh3gPeYOozC1BKYLvac%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wbur.org%2Fnews%2F2022%2F01%2F13%2Fbpd-gang-database-flaws-scrutiny-appeals-court&data=05%7C01%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cf25cdf4b276748b62c6008dac67dafc2%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638040540408750645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eM%2BQ3gKPyKNmHX9DKuQ2QvWcHaK4O11o%2BHyPpwBqaO8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Flegal%2Fgovernment%2Fdcs-gang-database-highlights-unconstitutional-systems-nationwide-2022-01-19%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cf25cdf4b276748b62c6008dac67dafc2%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638040540408750645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FczNwNdxHuYiTqtehIHf7DxVP6BcacfGO8gLAMbOz7c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oregonlive.com%2Fcrime%2F2020%2F03%2Fportland-police-discovered-nearly-100-reports-still-contain-gang-designations-despite-pledge-to-purge-them-in-2017.html&data=05%7C01%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cf25cdf4b276748b62c6008dac67dafc2%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638040540408750645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OJv4xO%2FyqET1UkSVGlwSwGjuPjtvyh1EUzY0nOeAkY8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegistar.council.nyc.gov%2FLegislationDetail.aspx%3FID%3D5641455%26GUID%3D3D3ACE02-BB63-40B8-9D13-AD4341FDD410%26Options%3DID%257CText%257C%26Search%3D360&data=05%7C01%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cf25cdf4b276748b62c6008dac67dafc2%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638040540408750645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fTXrG%2Bdas3PBz2Z2EU4%2F2%2BRfjmLCX5s097NV7oE9wtA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.legalaidnyc.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cf25cdf4b276748b62c6008dac67dafc2%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638040540408750645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wbLqiSgKv4bqRHlvGjOp3iUosCnItkcBww9WMyD3YoI%3D&reserved=0

