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|  OUR MISSION

Delivering Justice in Every Borough

The Legal Aid Society is built on one simple but powerful belief: that no New Yorker should be denied 
the right to equal justice. We seek to be a beacon of hope for New Yorkers who feel neglected—re-
gardless of who they are, where they come from, or how they identify. From our start over 145 years 
ago, our growth has mirrored that of the city we serve. Today, we are proud to be the largest, most 
influential social justice law firm in New York City.

Our staff and attorneys deliver justice in every borough, working tirelessly to defend our clients and 
dismantle the hidden, systemic barriers that can prevent them from thriving. As passionate advocates 
for individuals and families, The Legal Aid Society is an indispensable component of the legal, social, 
and economic fabric of our City.

Moving Forward With Resolve 
The Legal Aid Society handles hundreds of thousands of legal 
matters, but we measure our impact in terms of the more than 
1.5 million vulnerable New Yorkers served by that work. We repre-
sent clients across many different areas of the law, giving us an 
up-close view of New Yorkers’ day-to-day challenges, how they 
are impacted by laws and policies, and their interactions with 
city and state agencies. We leverage this unique perspective in 
combination with impact litigation and advocacy to dismantle 
oppressive systems and to help build new systems that uplift 
marginalized communities.
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Our Leadership
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It was truly an honor to be named the Attorney-in-Chief 
and Chief Executive Officer of The Legal Aid Society this 
year, as it serves low-income people at such a critical 
juncture for our city. We are grappling with a host of 
issues, ranging from criminal defense to tenant rights, and 
access to justice for young people. More than ever, vulner-
able New Yorkers need our services, and I look forward to 
further positioning the organization to strengthen its core 
direct services, policy advocacy, an impact litigation work.  

I am a public defender to my core. I’ve dedicated my entire 
professional career to serving marginalized and disenfran-
chised communities, and I view my work here at The Legal 
Aid Society as an extension of that effort. We have taken 
an active role in ensuring New York City complies with 
right to shelter laws as thousands of migrants were bused 
to the city from southern states. We continued our fight 
against the ongoing humanitarian crisis in City jails. And 
we engaged with the City as it announced a plan to end 
youth homelessness. 

I’m the daughter of Black and Chinese parents, and I truly 
value being part of an institution with such diverse organi-
zational and board leadership. As I have visited our offices 
across the five boroughs over the last few months, I have 
also found myself incredibly proud to be part of a dynamic 
team of driven attorneys and supporting staff who show 
me, every day, what can be achieved through leadership, 
compassion, and a deep commitment to justice.

At a time, however, that our staff is contending with surg-
ing caseloads, they are grappling with the same economic 
pain – high inflation, soaring housing costs, rising prices 
for food, gas, and other expenses – that afflicts our cli-
ents. Some of our attorneys and staff can only make their 
monthly budget by taking on second jobs, and would in 
fact be eligible for our services if the need somehow arose.  
At the same time that the City seeks to expand mandat-
ed legal services, it has not provided adequate funding to 
account for the increased costs faced by public defend-
ers. Without additional significant investment from the 

City, legal services organizations have had to leave open 
positions unfilled, and delay essential investments critical 
to the delivery of their services to clients. The current 
administration must recognize we are a part of the legal 
system too, and when the scales of justice tilt towards 
one side, people suffer.

Despite these obstacles, our passionate and dedicated 
workforce is still achieving remarkable results with fewer 
resources. Over the past year, The Legal Aid Society 
handled over 183,000 individual legal matters and 31,000 
helpline calls, a 25% and 41% increase, respectively, over 
the previous year.

As we face direct attacks on our reproductive, voting, and 
immigrant rights, we find ourselves as a country in the 
civil rights movement of my lifetime. But The Legal Aid 
Society is up to the challenge, and, as always, we will work 
together to protect all New Yorkers. 

Twyla Carter 
Attorney-in-Chief and Chief Executive Officer

|  OUR LEADERSHIP

Report of the Attorney-in-Chief
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Last year, the Board of Directors set forth as its top priority finding a worthy successor 
to Janet Sabel as Attorney-in-Chief and Chief Executive Officer, and we are proud to 
say we have more than achieved that goal. Following an extensive search over the last 
year, which included feedback gathered from internal advisory groups, town halls, focus 
groups, and surveys, we welcomed in August Twyla Carter, a prominent member of the 
national public defense and civil rights community, to take the reins of The Legal Aid 
Society. We are thrilled that Twyla, the first Black and Asian American woman to lead the 
organization, will help position it to meet the challenges that face our clients and the 
communities we serve.  

The Legal Aid Society takes on more cases, for more clients who are unable to afford it, 
than any other legal services or public defender organization in the country. And under 
Twyla’s watch, we have already seen The Legal Aid Society tackle a myriad of issues 
impacting our most vulnerable neighbors as the city slowly climbs out of the pandemic 
economic decline. In only four months’ time, the organization has continued its campaign 
to keep roofs over people’s heads, pressured the City to ensure that young people and 
migrants are sheltered properly, and continued to hold the City accountable for human 
rights violations in its jails.  

Twyla is also taking a lead in our efforts to help steer the organization towards a sustain-
able future. At a time when salaries for New York City prosecutors exceed those of public 
defenders by about $20,000 annually, we are demanding pay parity with City employees 
with whom we engage as partners or adversaries. In Twyla’s meetings with City officials 
and council members, and drawing upon Zachary’s experience as a leading government 
attorney and judge, we will continue to push for organizational funding fairness, to en-
sure our critical work extends beyond our constitutionally mandated representation. 

As our new Board President, Alan will also leverage his years of work ensuring 
equal justice on behalf of marginalized people, which includes representing plaintiffs 
injured by white supremacists at the 2017 “Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, as 
the challenge persists of providing life-altering pro bono assistance to thousands of 
clients and their families. 

We arrive here today on the cusp of a new chapter in the history of The Legal Aid Soci-
ety, filled with excitement and resolve to resume our work with a new leader who deeply 
believes in our mission of ensuring all New Yorkers have access to equal justice.

Zachary W. Carter 
Chair of the Board of Directors

|  OUR LEADERSHIP

Report of the Chair & 
President of the Board 

Alan Levine 
President of the Board of Directors
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Twyla Carter 
Attorney-in-Chief 
and Chief Executive Officer

Adriene Holder 
Chief Attorney, 
Civil Practice

Tina Luongo 
Chief Attorney, 
Criminal Defense Practice

Dawne Mitchell 
Chief Attorney, 
Juvenile Rights Practice

Scott Rosenberg 
Secretary and General Counsel

Lauren Siciliano 
Chief Operating Officer

Sharon Kleinhandler 
Chief Development Officer

Louis Sartori 
Chief Counsel, 
Pro Bono Practice

Surya Sayed-Ganguly 
Chief Information Officer

Premali Shah 
Chief Financial Officer

Vincent Paolo Villano 
Chief Communications Officer

Ciara Walton 
Chief Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer

Tami Wilson Rivera 
Chief Facilities and Asset Management Officer

Leadership
Leaders of The Legal Aid Society are some of the most respect-
ed in their fields, offering decades of experience and perspective 
gained from dedicating their careers to ensuring equal justice.
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OFFICERS

Alan Levine 
President

Twyla Carter 
Attorney-in-Chief and Chief Executive Officer

David Greenwald 
Treasurer

Scott Rosenberg 
Secretary and General Counsel

Lauren Siciliano 
Chief Operating Officer

Premali Shah 
Chief Financial Officer

CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Zachary W. Carter

VICE CHAIRS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thomas M. Cerabino

Mark P. Goodman

Tracy Richelle High

Sara E. Moss

Bradley I. Ruskin

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Richard F. Albert

Deborah N. Archer

Christopher D. Belelieu

Barry A. Bohrer

Lara Samet Buchwald

John K. Carroll

Nancy Chung

Eva W. Cole

Roger A. Cooper

Jenna M. Dabbs

Matthew Diller

June S. Dipchand

Scott A. Edelman

Natasha Friedrichs 
Fapohunda

Edward Flanders

Jeffrey A. Fuisz

Matthew Furman

Christopher L. Garcia

Jeffrey E. Glen

Linda C. Goldstein

Mia N. Gonzalez

Meaghan C. Gragg

Carol Greene-Vincent

David J. Greenwald

Adam S. Hakki

Richard F. Hans

David G. Hille

Elai Katz

Atif Khawaja

Marvin Krislov

Gillian Lester

Aaron R. Marcu

J. Kevin McCarthy

Joan McPhee

Perry A. Napolitano

Lynn K. Neuner

Charles C. Platt

Patrick T. Quinn

Sharyl A. Reisman

Alyssa Rower

Daniel A. Rubens

Antony L. Ryan

William Savitt

Paul H. Schoeman

Bart R. Schwartz

William Schwartz

L. Kevin Sheridan Jr.

Rachel B. Sherman

Tiffany J. Smith

Audra J. Soloway

Joseph L. Sorkin

Gary Stein

Richard Strassberg

Dina Ganz Traugot

Charles Weinstein

Peter M. Williams

Jamie L. Wine

Officers and Board of Directors
Comprised of some of the brightest minds from law firms, law schools, corporations, and 
communities, our board members provide crucial guidance that strengthens our work.
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183K+
Individual legal matters handled by 
The Legal Aid Society.

75K+ 
Public housing residents expected 
to benefit from urgently-needed 
building repairs through the Public 
Housing Preservation Trust legisla-
tion that LAS helped pass. 

136K+ 
Households who gained critical 
protections against eviction after we 
brought litigation to reopen the state 
pandemic rental assistance portal.

201K+
Hours of pro bono work by 2,737 
legal volunteers.

4,900+
Legal services provided by the Com-
munity Justice Unit, including rap 
sheet clinics, safe surrenders, and 
Know Your Rights events.

480+
Appeals and post-conviction 
applications filed by our Criminal 
Appeals Bureau.

31K+
Helpline calls answered for a range 
of legal issues.

790+
Consultations on education-related 
matters to ensure students receive 
the support and services they are 
entitled to.

560+
Youth clients diverted from Criminal 
Court to Family Court, pursuant to 
Raise The Age, where they will be 
given the chance they deserve.

|  2022 YEAR BY THE NUMBERS

Our Impact
Every day, in every borough, The Legal Aid Society works in courtrooms and 
communities to deliver justice to New Yorkers. Every year, our direct repre-
sentation of thousands of individuals informs our impact litigation efforts 
and policy advocacy, providing us with a powerful perspective from which to 
begin dismantling the systemic barriers that keep our clients from thriving.
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2022 Year in Review
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The Legal Aid Society handles hundreds of thousands 
of legal matters, but we measure our impact in terms of 
the more than 1.5 million vulnerable New Yorkers served 
by that work. We represent clients across many different 
areas of the law, giving us an up-close view of New Yorkers’ 
day-to-day challenges, how they are impacted by laws 
and policies, and their interactions with city and state 
agencies. We leverage this unique perspective in combi-
nation with impact litigation and advocacy to dismantle 
oppressive systems and to help build new systems that 
uplift marginalized communities. 

At the height of the pandemic, we were assisting our 
clients in navigating a court system that, though relying 
on a range of technologies for interaction, was still set up 
so that the monied, who could easily afford an attorney, 
got results.  

But we learned from the experience, and emerged from 
the pandemic more dexterous than ever. We continue to 
be a touchstone, in a changing legal landscape, for people 
with limited resources. And our learnings have enabled 
us to better serve our clients, helping them navigate the 
court system as it returns to normal.  

We also continue to grow our strategy of working across 
different units within the organization to best connect 
clients with critical resources that address their ongoing 
needs and obstacles. Our core strength, in fact, lies in our 
solidarity across units and practices.  

This year, for example, we ensured safe and affordable 
housing for 60,000 New Yorkers through the holistic 
approach utilized by our Housing Justice units, which 

combines eviction defense in housing court, enforce-
ment of housing maintenance codes, tenant association 
advocacy, litigation to block limits on rent subsidies, and 
advancing legislation to stop unwarranted rent increases 
and evictions. The work of these units ensured that more 
New Yorkers were able to continue living in their homes 
despite rising rates of eviction following the expiration 
of the eviction moratorium. As New York City struggles 
with housing costs soaring to record levels, recouping 
the nearly one million jobs lost during the pandemic, and 
a surging homeless population driven by thousands of 
migrants transferred to the area from southern states, The 
Legal Aid Society’s focus on economic justice and equity 
is as important as ever. Despite a challenging funding 
landscape and fewer staff, we have redoubled our efforts 
to help our low-income clients deal with an exponential 
growth in poverty, inflation, cost of living increases, and 
disenfranchisement. Whether it be ensuring the people 
we serve remain in safe and affordable homes, gain access 
to life-saving medical care or medical benefits they never 
had before, obtain work authorization, child support, or 
cash assistance—we are here for them. 

In the pages that follow, we invite you to learn more about 
the hurdles we overcame in the last year, and the victo-
ries we achieved. As we emerge from the pandemic more 
determined than ever, we invite you to celebrate these 
accomplishments as we recommit, under our new Attor-
ney-in-Chief and Chief Executive Officer, to our mission 
of ensuring low-income New Yorkers have quality legal 
representation and thrive in vital aspects of their lives. 

|  2022 YEAR IN REVIEW

Moving Forward With Resolve 

We put into action our 
understanding that it is not 
enough to talk about racial 
and economic justice — you 
must believe in it, stand with 
our community, and actively 
fight for it. 

Adriene Holder 
CHIEF ATTORNEY, CIVIL PRACTICE
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Whether it’s the teenager facing suspension from school, 
the TGNCNBI+ person who needs to legally change their 
name to obtain government benefits, or the tenant bat-
tling a landlord attempting an end run around Right to 
Counsel laws by collecting back rent in small claims court 
– our two thousand attorneys are winning battles every 
day through direct representation work that improves the 
lives of our clients. 

Holistic advocacy is the hallmark of our direct representa-
tion: attorneys, paralegals, investigators, case handlers, 
and social workers, exploring all angles of their clients’ 
cases, relentlessly seeking to avoid unnecessary and 
unjust treatment under the law, while connecting clients 
with critical resources that address ongoing needs 
and obstacles.  

Our education teams, for example, offers attorneys and 
social workers who provide direct representation services, 
such as assisting families with representing students 
in school disciplinary proceedings, or advocating for 
students at school meetings and mediations. Our staff 
combines this with community training programs or 
medical or legal partnerships that in turn ensure students 
receiving behavioral health treatment are able to access 
appropriate educational services. This sort of wrap-
around service transcends a traditional definition of legal 
victory, resulting in clients who receive support services 
that make a meaningful difference in their lives. This can 
in turn can mean the difference between obtaining an 
education and transitioning into adulthood, or adulthood 
or being funneled into the school-to-prison pipeline – an 

outcome whose value is immeasurable.

Similarly, the Criminal Defense Practice, which was a 
citywide public defender long before the United States 
Supreme Court mandated a constitutional right to 
public defense almost 60 years ago, makes up our largest 
practice, and provides high-volume holistic direct repre-
sentation services across all five boroughs. Our criminal 
investigators locate and interview witnesses, photograph 
crime scenes, serve subpoenas, and testify in court, and 
their work often leads to evidence that exonerates a 
client or mitigates the case facts.  

We are there for our clients throughout the life of a case, 
obtaining dismissals or sentence mitigations for people 
with mental or substance abuse conditions, and ensuring 
they receive treatment instead of punishment. If they 
are convicted, our appeals 
and parole units ensure 
our clients’ rights are 
protected as they 
appeal their cases or 
after they return home 
from incarceration. 

The Legal Aid Society has 
also stepped up as the 
economy continues to 
reel from the devastating 
impact of the pandem-
ic. Low-income BIPOC 
clients experienced the 

highest rates of COVID-19 infections and hospitaliza-
tions and were at the same time most likely to lose their 
jobs and benefits, experience food instability, and face 
eviction from their homes. Despite this, the Civil Practice 
returned to its pre-pandemic level of handling nearly 
52,000 legal matters, including almost 29,000 housing 
law and foreclosure matters led by our housing units, 
which benefitted nearly 60,000 New Yorkers. Outcomes 
significantly improved for these clients, allowing them to 
remain in safe and affordable homes, access life-saving 
medical care, or obtain work authorization, child support, 
or cash assistance. 

This high volume of direct representation is the engine 
that fuels our legislative and litigation priorities, with the 
latter often arising from problems identified by the daily 
work of our offices across the city.  

|  2022 YEAR IN REVIEW

Bettering Clients’ Lives Through Direct Representation
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I am proud and honored to work at The Legal Aid Society. Our clients, staff, 
and attorneys inspire me every day to build on our 146 year old legacy fighting 
for justice and equality on behalf of low-income New Yorkers.

Twyla Carter 
ATTORNEY-IN-CHIEF AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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At 18 years old, Camari Banks is shy but self-assured. He 
is a high school student, a Popeye’s employee, a dancer, a 
loyal friend, and an older brother to three younger siblings.

Camari describes his upbringing as solid and loving. From 
a young age he took school seriously and felt a sense 
of ownership over his life, which he credits to his mom, 
Tanesha Aikens. But despite the warmth and support in 
his home, he experienced a different side of humanity in 
school. From age nine, Camari was picked on by class-
mates who called him gay. Peers accused him of not 
showing enough masculinity, something that confused 
him. He had never thought of this as a problem.  

At a time when more young people than ever before iden-
tify themselves outside of the gender binary, many also 
face an increase in bullying—both in-person and online. 
These numbers are higher for those perceived to be part 
of the LGBTQ+ community. 

The attacks Camari faced were exhausting and traumatic. 
In high school, with social media widely accessible, threats 
worsened. This past winter a physical fight broke out at 
school, with Camari’s sexuality the focus of the attack. 
Camari was suspended. 

After the incident Camari received notice in the mail that 
he would face a suspension hearing. Through an online 
search Camari’s mom, Tanesha, connected with two 
lawyers: Marie Mombrun and Joel Pietrzak, from The Legal 
Aid Society’s Education Law Project (ELP). Mombrun and 
Pietrzak represented Camari at his suspension hearing—
something that most of the time, students face 
without counsel.

ELP, a unit in Legal Aid’s Civil Practice, works on a variety 
of cases advocating for low-income children and families. 
With a holistic approach that often aids beyond just the 
legal situation, ELP assists young people through and 
beyond whatever educational issue they face. The ELP 
team considers the potential collateral consequences of a 
school situation and sets students up for growth beyond 
just negating the initial issue. Mombrun notes the impor-
tance of tackling suspension hearings with a firm under-
standing of the repercussions at stake. “Suspensions are 
somewhat of a portal to the school-to-prison pipeline,” 
she says. “If you only handle the suspension and don’t get 
to the root of the issue then it [the legal representation] 
doesn’t work.”  

After reducing some of the charges, Mombrun and Pietr-
zak took on the next problem Camari faced—figuring out 
a safe way for him to get an education. They helped him 
transfer in April to a new high school in Lower Manhattan. 
He started at City-As-School, a public high school where 
students have a non-traditional class schedule—fewer and 
longer classes and an internship for part of the week. Ca-
mari chose an internship at a farm. At the new school, he is 
finally able to explore who he is without force or fear. Most 
importantly, though, he has been able to keep the positive 
parts from his life before, like his dance team. 

This past semester marked Camari’s last season as a 
dancer with Secret Society Dance Company. He practiced 
almost every night of the week. Outside of school, work, 
and home, dance has been Camari’s calling throughout 
his teenage years, “my outlet,” he says. The team performs 
and competes around the city. Dance has been one of 
Camari’s saving graces—accentuating his open mind, 
fortifying his friendships, and providing him with a mentor 

|  CLIENT STORY

Camari Banks Finds a Safe Space 
at School, in Dance
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in his coach, who Camari says touches on political and 
human rights issues through their routines. 

 He has found dance to be an incredibly non-discriminat-
ing practice. Camari’s hope is to find similar channels in 
the future— something City-As-School is helping him 
plan for.

In reflecting on the difficulties of his past decade, Camari 
chalks it up to a learning experience. His struggle culmi-
nates in a sort of enlightenment: that those who bullied 
him were more unhappy with themselves than anything 
else. “There were a lot of demons trying to take me down,” 
he says. “There was a lot of animosity in that [previous] 
building. Now I just feel like I think before I open my 
mouth… I think about how that person feels.” 

Camari will return to school in the fall for his senior year. 
He speaks on this and the future beyond with intention, 
excitement, and poise. He hopes to go to college or into 
the military, to study real estate, registered nursing, 
psychology, or teaching. “I love science,” he says. “So, 
I’m thinking maybe I could study science and become a 
researcher or a scientist.” 

Though he knows these next steps will take work, Camari’s 
commitment manifests in a full and vivid picture. 
“I want to go to Arizona or Florida. Even Texas. I think I’m 
a southern lover. I’m a palm tree type of person. I like the 
tropical. I want that tropical life. When I settle down, when 
I start my career, and buy my house—that’s all I want.” He 
pauses, then continues, “My life is starting now.”
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Our advocacy work in the last year was marked by victo-
ries for trafficking survivors, homeless youth, and public 
housing residents. We also set the stage to push forward 
reforms to criminal record, juvenile interrogation, and 
tenant protection laws. 

In years past, vulnerable New Yorkers were often prosecut-
ed for prostitution and other crimes while being exploited 
by human traffickers. Convictions could lead to future 
difficulties in obtaining employment, housing, education, 
and other opportunities.    

More survivors of trafficking and gender-based violence 
will be able to move forward without the stigma of a 
criminal record thanks to New York State’s Survivors of 
Trafficking Attaining Relief Together (START) Act, which 
broadens the avenues for victims to clear convictions 
for crimes stemming from their trafficking experiences. 
START was signed into law in November 2021, following a 
vigorous five-year campaign by the New York Anti-Traffick-
ing Network and the START Act Coalition. As a member of 
both groups, The Legal Aid Society’s Exploitation Interven-
tion Project (EIP) played a leading role in the effort, helping 
put together over 90 letters of support for the legislation, 
and to arrange for former EIP clients and other trafficking 
survivors to share their stories 
with lawmakers.  

In just a year, the law has proved to be life-changing for 
EIP clients, with the Manhattan District Attorney’s office 
not objecting to a single motion filed to vacate a survivor’s 
conviction. That success come on top of the nearly 2,000 
prostitution convictions dismissed through EIP’s work over 
the last decade.  

Passage of the START Act provides strong headwinds for 
the Criminal Defense Practice’s continuing efforts to ad-
vance the Clean Slate Act, which would establish a 
process for sealing criminal records for millions of New 
Yorkers blocked from employment and housing due to 
their past convictions.  

We also proved our ability to quickly respond to a rapidly 
changing political climate in Albany. When lawmakers 
threatened, in eleventh-hour negotiations on the state 
budget, to roll back reforms enacted to state bail and 
discovery laws in 2019, we stepped in and held off changes 
to the latter that would inevitably result in the jailing of 
more Black and Brown New Yorkers. In the next session, we 
will continue to press for the restoration of state bail laws 
to their 2020 form, ensuring more people are protected 
from being needlessly subjected to paying cash bail for 
minor crimes.  

We will also prioritize in the coming year, as part of our 
overall decarceration campaign, passage of the Treatment 
Not Jail Act, which would ensure New Yorkers with sub-
stance use and mental health challenges are allowed to 
seek medical treatment in lieu of being imprisoned. 

The Juvenile Rights Practice continues to bridge gaps in 
protections for vulnerable young New Yorkers. When de-
tained by the police, many youth falsely confess to crimes 
because they are unaware of their right to remain silent 
and to be provided an attorney. We will push for passage 
of a state law – which enjoys broad support among a coa-
lition of law enforcement, judges, and advocacy groups – 
that would guarantee young people are afforded counsel 
before they waive their Miranda rights.  

|  2022 YEAR IN REVIEW

Scaling Up Success Through Legislative Advocacy

In courts and communities 
throughout New York City, 
complex trial and post-
conviction litigation, policy and 
law reform and mitigation form 
the center of our representation 
and advocacy work on behalf of 
those we serve. 

Tina Luongo 
CHIEF ATTORNEY, 
CRIMINAL DEFENSE PRACTICE
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At a time in which millions of New Yorkers were susceptible 
to losing the roof over their heads, our Juvenile Rights and 
Civil practices joined efforts to usher a bill through the 
New York City Council providing, for the first time, rental 
assistance to 18-21-year-olds in the city. 

The Civil practice remains committed to ensuring all New 
Yorkers have access to affordable and safe housing. A 
month before the state’s eviction moratorium expired, we 
secured a state law increasing rental subsidies for low-in-
come residents, thereby allowing 2,300 families in New 
York City to remain in their homes. Living conditions for 
those in public housing – who have suffered for years from 
utility outages, sewage overflows, and rodent infestations 
– will improve thanks to our efforts to enact legislation 

creating a Public Housing Preservation Trust that will fund 
repairs to 25,000 housing units in the city.  

With public outrage growing over soaring evictions in the 
wake of skyrocketing rents in New York City, we will step 
up our pressure on Albany to enact “Good Cause” legis-
lation that would afford basic protections against unjust 
rent increases and unwarranted evictions. While we were 
not able to get the measure through the Assembly in the 
last session, we were able to beat back a proposed tax 
break for real estate developers that would have cost tax-
payers tens of millions of dollars in exchange for purport-
edly creating more affordable housing. 
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Volunteers are inspired by the commitment of Legal Aid staff and the 
resiliency of our clients. The result? Better outcomes for clients and 
their communities.

Louis Sartori 
CHIEF COUNSEL, PRO BONO PRACTICE
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When a storm rained sheets of water through Cynthia 
Saldana’s closed bedroom window, she bought the ma-
terials to fix it herself. When the bathroom ceiling burst, 
drenching her clothing closet, she didn’t lose hope. Even 
a mushroom growing out of the molded wall wasn’t Cyn-
thia’s last straw.

But when a gas leak was discovered in January at 1349 
Stratford Avenue in the Bronx, gas lines for the entire 
building were shut off. As of August, Cynthia and her 
26-year-old daughter, Ashley Pagan, still have no gas in 
their home. The never-ending outage made the deteriora-
tion in Cynthia and Ashley’s longtime home begin to feel 
unmanageable. It also began to represent something larg-
er than just physical damage. The women felt forgotten.

Three generations of Cynthia’s family have sharedthe 
apartment at 1349 Stratford for close to two decades. 
Many residents in the 72-unit building have lived there 
even longer. For years, the building management 
has worsened.

Combined with the outage of gas at 1349 Stratford Ave-
nue, tenants also experienced periods of lack of heat and 
hot water. No gas meant no functioning stoves and ovens. 
Complaints went largely unanswered. Over the winter, 
Cynthia and Ashley’s dog, Archie, a thick and stout corgi, 
was freezing. The women worried about leaving a space 
heater on because of the recent and fatal fire at nearby 
Twin Parks North West.

|  CLIENT STORY

Cynthia Saldana and 
Ashley Pagan Fight 
for Their Home
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Since January, the two women have relied on a hot plate 
to cook: a small, weak, and inefficient electric device that 
adds to their rising electricity bills. Hot plates have no 
oven mechanism and take an excessive amount of time 
to heat; cooking rice takes 15 minutes on a stovetop, but 
close to an hour on a hot plate.

Tenants are forced to rely on unhealthy food options like 
fried food, which is faster to make, or takeout. The women 
work full time, but financial strain is a growing challenge 
the longer they go without a working kitchen.

To advocate for tenants’ rights in low-income communi-
ties, and with funding from the City’s Anti-Harassment 
Tenant Protection program, The Legal Aid Society created 
the Housing Justice Unit-Group Advocacy Project. Their 
goal is to work with those facing harassment and dis-
placement to keep them and their families in their homes. 
They focus on maintaining stable and healthy living condi-
tions for these residents, preventing landlords from taking 
advantage of their tenants. Residents at 1349 Stratford, 
including Cynthia and Ashley, connected with Legal Aid 
lawyers Ben Seibel and Russell Crane through the office 
of State Senator Luis Sepulveda.

Seibel and Crane held tenant meetings where people 
could express their frustrations, share their stories, and 
air complaints in a safe environment. Both Cynthia and 
Ashley attended these and were vocal about their issues. 
After the meetings, Legal Aid filed a lawsuit representing 
41 of the apartments (over half of the building) against the 
property owners and management. Complaints includ-
ed cockroach and mice infestations, mold, lack of gas, 
malfunctioning outlets, holes in walls, and leaks, among a 
slew of other violations.

New York is Cynthia Saldana’s home. She moved here from 
Puerto Rico at age 6. She raised her daughter here, and 
her mother is in a nursing home nearby. She calls herself 
a helper and manifests this energy around her, “I like to 
help everybody. But don’t take my kindness for weakness 
either. If I see someone struggling, I will sit there and help 
that person.” She was thrilled when Legal Aid signed on 
to represent the tenants in their fight. And though the 
process hasn’t been easy, she’s seen progress.
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The Legal Aid Society also obtains economic relief for 
its clients today, as well as systemic solutions that 
protect future generations of New Yorkers, through 
impact litigation.

We reacted swiftly when the state prematurely shut 
down the Emergency Rental Assistance Program portal in 
December 2021, at a time in which hundreds of thousands 
of New York families were behind on their rent due to the 
COVID-19 economic crisis. We filed suit immediately, and 
a month later the portal began accepting rent relief appli-
cations again. In all, more than $2 billion has been distrib-
uted through ERAP to keep low- and moderate-income 
families in their homes, including another $800 million 
added to the fund by the state last spring, and $100 mil-
lion in October by the federal government. 

Our strategy of identifying systemic problems within the 
justice system through our direct representation work, 
then addressing them through litigation, proved itself 
when we settled a lawsuit against discriminatory practic-
es by the Port Authority Policy Department (PAPD). The 
issue was identified in 2013, when attorneys at our trial 
offices noticed a pattern of plainsclothes PAPD officers 
arresting LGBTQ+ people in Port Authority Bus Termi-
nal bathrooms on false charges of public lewdness and 
exposure. We sued PAPD in 2017, and the settlement we 
reached this year brought a halt to these patrols by offi-
cers in the bus station, and mandated sensitivity training 
for new PAPD recruits.  

We are also pressing forward with our ongoing effort to 
address systemic failures within the New York carceral 
system, and to hold the Department of Correction (DOC) 
accountable for these deficiencies. Sadly, every week 
seemingly brings the news of another death of an inmate 
on Rikers Island, and yet on its watch DOC still allows 
thousands of inmates to miss critical medical appoint-
ments. The Legal Aid Society filed a class action suit to 
help stem this humanitarian catastrophe, and the State 
Supreme Court responded by first ordering DOC to ensure 
people make their appointments, then fining the agency 
when it failed to fulfill the order. We are also pressing for 
the appointment of a federal receiver in our longstanding 
class action about brutality in the jails, and while that 
outcome has been delayed by a federal judge, we will 
continue to press for the necessary change to protect our 
clients from harm. 

The Legal Aid Society is also employing litigation to 
help ensure children in foster care are placed in the best 
home environments in New York City, where every day 
relatives are denied the right to take care of these children 
because of criminal convictions that can stretch back to 
decades ago. We filed suit to compel the City Adminis-
tration for Children Services to reverse these rules, which 
disproportionately affect low-income people of color, 
and allow “kinship placements” that provide a sense of 
stability to children coping with the trauma of having their 
families disrupted.  

|  2022 YEAR IN REVIEW

Effecting Systemic Change 
Through Strategic Litigation
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In our 60th year of serving New York City children, the Juvenile Rights Practice 
now leads the nation with our child-centered, interdisciplinary model of 
representation that sees the whole child and elevates the value of family.

Dawne Mitchell 
CHIEF ATTORNEY, JUVENILE RIGHTS PRACTICE
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|  THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY STAFF AWARDS

Our staff is our greatest asset at The Legal Aid Society

The Marden Awards

Without the people who dedicate themselves to the fight every day, pursuing our mission 
to deliver equal justice would not be possible. The Legal Aid Society’s Marden Awards 
celebrate our hardworking staff and honor their commitment and achievements.

The Legal Aid Society established the Orison S. Marden Awards in 1976, our centennial 
year, to recognize the excellence and dedication of our staff. The awards honor the mem-
ory of Orison S. Marden, a leader of the organized bar, a partner at White & Case LLP, and 
a former Chair of our Board of Directors. For over 40 years, Mr. Marden was a dedicated 
supporter of The Legal Aid Society, often traveling to the Harlem Neighborhood Office to 
volunteer as a pro bono attorney.

Each year, the awards are presented at our Annual Meeting. A diverse committee of 
managers, exempt, and union representatives select award recipients from nominations 
submitted by staff.

Whether on the front lines providing direct client services or working on critical office 
operations, this year’s recipients demonstrated efforts that went above and beyond to 
make a difference in the lives of our clients. Marden Awards are given to attorneys, man-
agers, and core staff, including paralegals, social workers, investigators, and support staff.

The Sandra Scott Memorial Award

The Legal Aid Society suffered a terrible loss on July 1, 2016, when our beloved 
Chief Financial Officer Sandra Scott lost her valiant struggle against cancer. 
Her courage, integrity, and dedication serve as her legacy. The Sandra Scott 
Memorial Award for Excellence recognizes the dedication and outstanding 
achievement of a member of our non-lawyer central administrative staff.
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Gislaine Phillip 
Paralegal II, 
Criminal Defense Practice

Jane-Roberte Sampeur 
Staff Attorney, 
Criminal Defense Practice 

Melinda Andra 
Assistant Attorney-in-Charge, 
Juvenile Rights Practice

Gregory Insardi 
Application Support Specialist

CORE STAFF 
MARDEN AWARD

STAFF ATTORNEY 
MARDEN AWARD

MANAGER 
MARDEN AWARD



|  RECOGNIZING OUR PRO BONO PARTNERS

2022 Pro Bono Awards
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The Honorable Jonathan Lippman Pro Bono Publico & Public Service Law Firm Award

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP

The Legal Aid Society is proud to recognize Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel for its 
exceptional pro bono commitment to our organization and clients.

Under the leadership of Board Member and Co-Managing Partner Paul H. Schoeman, 
along with Co-Managing Partner Howard T. Spilko, Pro Bono Committee Co-Chairs 
Christopher S. Auguste and Aaron Frankel, and Director of Professional Development and 
Pro Bono Programs Jamie Porco, the attorneys, legal assistants, and administrative staff 
at Kramer Levin have been a committed partner in meeting the legal needs of the less 
fortunate in New York City. In the past year, dozens of firm staff have contributed nearly 
3,000 hours of legal services to our clients, in areas ranging from immigration defense, 
bankruptcy, criminal appeals, business development for low-income entrepreneurs, and 
community justice programs.

Since 2010, for example, Kramer Levin has served as co-counsel in Smith v. Proud, a 
class action suit on behalf of public assistance recipients whose benefits were wrong-
fully reduced. In 2018, a settlement was reached that required the City and State to pay 
retroactive benefits to more than 49,000 eligible class members. When Kramer Levin and 
The Legal Aid Society discovered in July 2021 that the government had failed to issue 
payments to all eligible members, they returned to court. In May 2022, an additional 
4,800 individuals received payments, bringing the total amount of retroactive benefits 
to more than $22 million.

Beginning in 2018, Kramer Levin Partner Steven S. Sparling and his team have worked 
tirelessly with The Legal Aid Society’s Community Justice Unit (CJU) to combat the illegal 
secretive nature of the New York City Police Department gang database. Any member of 
the database, largely communities of color, are criminalized wholesale, given no notice of 
being entered into it, and don’t have an opportunity to challenge being added or given 
a chance to be removed.  The firm and the CJU have helped hundreds of people submit 
requests under the Do It Yourself FOIL Initiative, and have litigated numerous FOIL deni-
als in the State Supreme Court. This has in turn shed light on the bloated and misguided  
scope of the database and the relentless surveillance involved in its upkeep.

Kramer Levin is also an inaugural law firm partner in the Plea Appeals Project of The 
Legal Aid Society’s Criminal Appeals Bureau, which advocates for clients given excessive 
sentences. Pro bono attorneys and paralegals from the firm have submitted briefs, con-
ducted oral arguments, and in several cases secured sentence reductions in New York’s 
Appellate Division First Judicial Department.

Through its extraordinary pro bono commitment to The Legal Aid Society and its clients, 
the firm has clearly demonstrated that Kramer Levin shares Judge Lippman’s goal of 
making equal justice for all not just an ideal, but a reality.

This year over 2,700 volunteers from the private bar, corporate legal departments, and law schools throughout the coun-
try generously donate hundreds of thousands of hours to The Legal Aid Society. Our volunteer partners fight tirelessly in 
demanding racial, social, and economic justice for the clients and communities we serve. But no metrics can adequately 
quantify what pro bono assistance means to a family facing homelessness, a client whose rights are violated by unlaw-
ful police conduct, or a child in foster care whose educational needs are not being met. The critical work of delivering 
systemic change for vulnerable New Yorkers simply could not happen without our partners.
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2022 Pro Bono Awards
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Public Interest Law Leadership Award       

Jennifer L. Colyer, Esq. 
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobsen LLP

Jennifer Colyer is recognized for her extraordinary contributions 
as a volunteer attorney, for her constant support of The Legal 
Aid Society and its clients, and as the leader of Fried, Frank, 
Harris, Shriver & Jacobsen’s outstanding pro bono program 
since 2000.

Since being honored in 2010 by The Legal Aid Society for her work on behalf of 
clients applying for resentencing relief under the New York’s Drug Reform Act, Jen-
nifer has done extensive and exemplary work on criminal cases and LGBTQ rights. 

Jennifer’s tireless work on behalf of immigrants has also garnered widespread 
praise in New York’s immigration advocacy community. Jennifer and her Fried Frank 
colleagues have handled matters across the immigration spectrum, including asy-
lum, the Violence Against Women Act, U-Visa, and cancellation of removal cases.  
Most recently, Jennifer has provided leadership and supervision to The Legal Aid 
Society’s immigration helpline, and remote volunteer projects that assist clients 
with deferred action renewals under DACA and naturalization.

Jennifer has previously been honored by Her Justice, Unchained at Last, Immigra-
tion Equality and the New York City Bar Association. She has lectured on immi-
gration and pro bono management at the ABA/NLADA Equal Justice Conference 
and Columbia Law School. Jennifer has also held leadership positions with the 
Association of Pro Bono Counsel, Immigration Equality Action Fund, and the Law 
Firm Antiracism Alliance. 

We are proud to recognize Jennifer with the 2022 Public Interest Law Leadership 
Award, and salute her dedication to our mission that no person should be denied 
the right to equal justice.

Pro Bono Honor Roll

Volunteers from the following firms have been nominated by the staff of The Legal Aid 
Society for providing outstanding pro bono assistance to the clients and communities 
we serve.

Cadwalader, Wickersham 
& Taft LLP

Cleary Gottlieb Steen 
& Hamilton LLP

Coalition for the Homeless

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Dechert LLP

Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer LLP

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & 
Jacobson LLP

Gender Equality Law Center

Gibson, Dunn & 
Crutcher LLP

Goodwin Procter LLP 

Hughes Hubbard & Reed 
LLP

Kaplan Hecker & Fink LLP

Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP

Kramer Levin Naftalis & 
Frankel LLP

Krieger Kim & Lewin LLP

Loeb & Loeb LLP

Lowenstein Sandler LLP

Milbank LLP

Patterson Belknap Webb 
and Tyler LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison LLP

Proskauer Rose LLP

Pryor Cashman LLP

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan, LLP

Selendy Gay Elsberg PLLC

Shearman & Sterling LLP

Simpson Thacher & 
Bartlett LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP

Starr Associates LLP

Stroock & Stroock & 
Lavan LLP

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

White & Case LLP

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Wilmer Hale LLP

Winston & Strawn LLP
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Our Sponsors
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Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP  

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP  

Buckley LLP  

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP  

Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP  

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP  

Cooley LLP  

Covington & Burling LLP  

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP  

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP  

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP  

Dechert LLP  

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP  

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP  

Friedman Kaplan Seiler & Adelman LLP  

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP  

Goodwin Procter LLP  

Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP  

Jones Day  

Kaplan Hecker & Fink LLP  

Kirkland & Ellis LLP  

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP  

Lankler Siffert & Wohl LLP  

Latham & Watkins LLP  

Mayer Brown LLP  

Milbank LLP  

Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason & Anello P.C.  

O’Melveny & Myers LLP  

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP  

Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler LLP  

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP  

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP  

Proskauer Rose LLP  

Reed Smith LLP  

Ropes & Gray LLP  

Rower LLC  

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP  

Shearman & Sterling LLP  

Sidley Austin LLP  

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP  

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP  

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP  

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz  

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP  

White & Case LLP  

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP  

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP  

Winston & Strawn LLP  

Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch LLP  

Sustaining Law Firms
The Legal Aid Society is proud to acknowledge the outstanding support of the Sustaining 
Law Firms, whose dedication helps ensure that all New Yorkers have access to equal justice.
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|  DONOR STORY

Charles Evans Hughes 
Foundation
It began sixty years ago, with a $250 check to The Legal Aid Society.  

Since that modest donation on December 13, 1962, The Charles Evans Hughes Memorial 
Foundation, launched by his daughter Catherine and her husband Chauncey Waddell, has 
poured more than $1.3 million into our programs. The Legal Aid Society is the only orga-
nization to receive a gift from the Hughes Foundation in every year of its existence. The 
sustained giving of the Foundation, whose mission includes protection of legal and hu-
man rights for the traditionally disenfranchised, has enabled us to connect unemployed 
and low-income New Yorkers to the benefits they need, protect vulnerable immigrants 
from detention and deportation, keep families in safe, affordable housing, and ensure 
they are treated fairly by the law and not held back by the systemic barriers that keep 
people trapped in poverty.  

For example, the Civil practice in the last year handled over 51,000 legal matters bene-
fiting nearly 113,000 New Yorkers, helping them in the midst of economic crisis to stay 
in their homes, maintain access to vital benefits, and keep their businesses open. The 
Foundation’s continued support contributed to these efforts.  

Namesake Charles Evans Hughes, governor of New York from 1907-1910 and Chief Justice 
of the U.S. Supreme Court from 1930-1941, was a passionate advocate for the legal aid 
movement. He was named The Legal Aid Society’s third president in 1917, and during his 
tenure helped secure the backing of law firms across New York City for our work. Hughes’ 
family carried on his legacy through the Foundation’s support of The Legal Aid Society 
and other organizations defending legal and human rights in New York and nationwide.  

At the end of 2022, 74 years after Hughes’ death, the Foundation bearing his name will 
wind down its affairs, but not without one last generous gift to The Legal Aid Society. The 
Charles Evans Hughes Memorial Foundation has been there for us for more than a third of 
our history, and has helped pave the way for our work for years to come.
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American International Group, Inc.  

Assurant, Inc.  

Bank of New York Mellon  

Capital One Bank, N.A.  

CBRE, Inc  

Comcast NBC Universal  

The Cresco Labs; SEED Initiative  

Eisner Amper LLP  

Equitable Holdings, Inc  

The Estée Lauder Companies, Inc.  

FTI Consulting, Inc.  

GFP Real Estate, LLC  

Goldman Sachs & Co  

Hearst  

Indeed  

Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher  

JPMorgan Chase & Co.  

Major League Baseball  

Major league Soccer  

Mastercard  

MetLife  

Microsoft Corporation  

Morgan Stanley  

National Basketball Association  

National Football League  

National Hockey League  

New York Life Insurance Co.  

Paramount Global  

Pfizer Inc.  

Spinelli Kilcollin  

The Travelers Companies, Inc. 

Wells Fargo & Company  

Willis Towers Watson

In Appreciation of Our Corporate Advocates
Through financial contributions, volunteering partnerships, and event sponsorships, 
our Corporate Advocates make a lasting impact on our city. 
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|  DONOR STORY 

Daniel Kolb
Dan Kolb, a dedicated donor to The Legal Aid Society for decades, is a strong believer in our mission.    

His passion for equal justice has been a core part of his work since his career began. Over his five de-
cades with Davis Polk & Wardwell, he made pro bono defense a significant part of his caseload. When 
Kolb first interviewed for a position with the firm in the 1960s, he was told that support for public 
defense was tightly interwoven into its culture. Davis Polk’s continuous efforts for all of his career, 
and its outstanding support for the Society, bore that out. To honor his achievements, he received 
The Legal Aid Society’s Pro Bono Award for Outstanding Public Service in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, 2017 and 2018. 

As a senior litigator for Davis Polk in the early 2000s, Kolb joined the Board of The Legal Aid Society. 
At the time, public defenders in New York State were facing a significant shortfall in funding for crim-
inal defense. While they had well-honed criminal defense practices with teams of dedicated attor-
neys, the shortage in state funding for criminal defense meant that there were not enough of them 
to ensure all their clients received quality constitutionally mandated representation.  

Kolb supported The Legal Aid Society’s campaign to persuade Albany to increase its funding for 
criminal defense. Working with our senior leadership, board members, and colleagues from Davis Polk, 
Kolb assisted with our two-prong strategy of litigation and advocacy. “It was a major undertaking,” 
he recalls, requiring several years of effort, but ultimately, with the backing of Chief Judge Jonathan 
Lippman, the state agreed to significantly hike funding. This helped improve materially the quality of 
client representation. 

During his time on the board, Kolb also served as the chair of the Development Committee and was 
instrumental in helping to double the number of Sustaining Law Firm partners supporting The Legal 
Aid Society.  His energy and commitment to ensuring that all New Yorkers have access to justice was 
truly inspiring to others. To this day, staffers with The Legal Aid Society salute the efforts of Dan and 
his colleagues.   

Dan remains a member of The Board of Advisers and a loyal donor to the organization. We are so 
grateful for his ongoing advocacy and his continued personal investment in our mission. 
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PILLAR OF JUSTICE

Jeffrey E. Glen and Rosina Abramson Glen

Betsy Werthan and Bart Schwartz

JUSTICE CHAMPION

Susan Brooks, Esq. and Bradley I. Ruskin, Esq.

Lara Samet Buchwald

Zachary W. Carter

Lawrence N. Barshay, Esq.

Tara and William Dougherty

Debra and Scott Edelman

Linda C. Goldstein and Guy Manuel

Beth and David Greenwald

Adam S. Hakki and Faye Hakki

Alan Levine and Alison Newman

Aaron R. Marcu and Mary Lu Bilek

Joan McPhee

Sara Moss and Michael Gould

Robert and Jane Toll Foundation

Bart M. Schwartz

PARTNER

Anonymous (2)

Christopher D. Belelieu, Esq.

Nan and Rich Davis

June S. Dipchand, Esq.

Morgan D. Elwyn, Esq.

Roger W. Ferguson, Jr., PhD

Valerie L. Fitch, Esq. and Edward Flanders, Esq.

Matthew S. Furman, Esq. and Judith B. Hecker

Elaine P. Golin, Esq.

David G. Hille, Esq. and Marcella Hille

Samira Kawash, PhD and Roger A. Cooper, Esq.

Jeffrey L. Kessler, Esq. and Regina D. Kessler

Daniel F. Kolb, Esq.

David L. Kornblau, Esq. and Susannah T. Gardiner

Monica H. Lavery and John E. Lavery

Ilona B. Marsh, Esq. and Mark J. Stein, Esq.

Abigail Young Moses, Esq. and Jonathan M. Moses, Esq.

Clare O’Brien, Esq.

William D. Savitt, Esq.

L. Kevin Sheridan Jr., Esq.

Jamie L. Wine, Esq.

CHANGE AGENT

Anonymous (2)

A & J Saks Foundation Inc.

Leslie A. Abbey, Esq. and Stephen E. Dietz

Peter A. Atkins, Esq. and Laurie Atkins

Edward and Susan Babbitt

Stuart J. Baskin, Esq. and Linda Lennon Baskin

Marian L. Brancaccio, Esq.

John K. Carroll III, Esq. and Elizabeth Carroll

Thomas M. Cerabino

Matthew M. Cheney

Eva W. Cole, Esq. and Adam M. Cole

Judith L. Densky

Alexandra Diamond, Esq. and Jeffrey A. Fuisz, Esq.

Susan K. Dunn and Thomas F. Dunn

Mary J. Eaton, Esq.

Peggy J. Farber Esq.

Elizabeth B. Gallogly and Mark T. Gallogly

Christopher L. Garcia, Esq.

Patricia F. Green

Jason M. Halper, Esq.

Tracy Richelle High, Esq.

Theresa Hunziker

Elai E. Katz, Esq.

Nancy A. Langsan

Susan B. and Art Lindenauer

Nancy and Alan N. Locker

Janet Mardfin

J. Kevin McCarthy, Esq. and Kristen S. McCarthy

Deborah McManus

Erica Jade Mullen and Paul S. Mishkin

Justice Network
At the start of 2022, The Legal Aid Society launched the Justice Network, a new membership program to better 
connect our community of individual donors to our mission. We are pleased to specially recognize our inaugural 
Justice Network members, whose generous support has provided critical resources to our client communities.
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Justice Network 

Ernest T. Patrikis, Esq. and Emily H. Trueblood

Charles C. Platt, Esq.

Brian H. Polovoy, Esq.

F. Herbert Prem, Jr., Esq. and Patricia R. Prem

James A. Queen

Antony L. Ryan, Esq.

Bradley K. Sabel, Esq. and Nancy J. Sabel

Valerie A. Salwen, PhD and Stephen T. Rogowsky, Esq.

William J. Schwartz, Esq.

Rachel B. Sherman, Esq.

Marc Wolinsky Esq. and Barry C. Skovgaard, Esq.

Audra J. Soloway, Esq. and David A. Green, MD

Joseph L. Sorkin, Esq.

The Staffaroni Family Fund

Lynn S. Stern and Jeremy Lang

Kelly A. Sullivan

James F. Tufenkian

Daniel R. Walfish, Esq.

Susan C. Waltman, Esq. and Thomas M. Barry

Charles Weinstein

ADVOCATES

Anonymous

Richard F. Albert, Esq. and Brenda P. Haas

Kristen L. Anderson

Neena Barua, Esq. and Atif N. Khawaja, Esq.

Kathryn S. Benedict, Esq.

Steven M. Bierman, Esq. and Jerrilyn Fleisher

Frances E. Bivens Esq. and Kenneth M. Karas

Garth W. Bray, Esq. and Kathryn H. Baxter

Sarah N. Chapman, Esq. and Barry A. Bohrer, Esq.

Sheila W. Clark

Barbara and H. Rodgin Cohen

Meredith B. Cross, Esq.

Sheila K. Davidson, Esq.

Susan F. DiCicco, Esq. and Robert C. Fermann, Esq.

Daniel L. Dolgin & Loraine F. Gardner

Martin Elias

Marcy Engel, Esq. and Stuart M. Cobert, Esq.

Matthew A. Feldman Esq.

The Honorable Marcy S. Friedman

Stephanie Giralt

Amy Glickman, Esq. and Andrew P. Kuritzkes, Esq.

Bess Thrope Goldring, Esq. and Stuart J. Goldring, Esq.

Eliza L. Gray and Nicholas R. Summer

Noah J. Hanft, Esq. and Dora B. Hanft

Angela K. Herring, Esq.

Steven A. Hillyard

Jon A. Hlafter, Esq.

Diana Kirkwood Horton and Russell E. Horton

Patricia M. Hynes, Esq.

Susan G. Jacoby

Maria Jaramillo and Felix K. Sheng

Thomas Kahn, MD and Simi Kahn

Jason Karlin, Esq.

Charles L. Kerr, Esq. and Heather Thomas

Gillian L. Lester, JSD

Kayalyn A. Marafioti, Esq. and David R. Marshall, Esq.

Denis J. McInerney, Esq. and Deborah E. Bers

J. Kelley Nevling Jr., Esq.

Elyse S. Newman and Benjamin Dolnick

Cathleen V. Noland

Pamela and Vincent Pagano

Kimberly S. Penner, Esq.

Pearl Polifka, Esq. and Robert Polifka, Esq.

Maria and Frederic L. Ragucci

Linda E. Ransom, Esq. and James J. Capra, Jr., Esq.

Corey A. Reis Esq.

Laurie S. Ruckel, Esq. and David M. Ulrich

David J. Rutenberg, Esq.

Godelieve M. Sannen, DDS

Jennifer M. Schneck, Esq.

Paul H. Schoeman, Esq.

Peter H. Schuck, Esq. and Marcy L. Schuck

Charles J. Scibetta Jr., Esq.

Nirav S. Shah, Esq.

Joan B. Shayne

Spencer G. Smul, Esq. and Karen Smul

Dina G. Traugot, Esq.

David E. Vann, Esq.

Cynthia Jane Wachtell, Ph.D. and 
Jeffrey Nathan Neuman, Esq.

Murray H. Warschauer

Andrew M. Wasserman, Esq. and Donna Wasserman
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|  DONOR STORY 

Indeed
As the world’s most visited job search site, it’s to be expected that Indeed would have 
an interest in reducing barriers to employment. But the company goes beyond easing 
access to technology and transportation for job seekers facing barriers in the U.S., 
placing equal emphasis on supporting organizations that, like The Legal Aid Society, 
provide assistance with the sealing of criminal records that can hinder job searching 
and advancement. 

Through its new corporate giving program, Indeed amply demonstrated this year its 
commitment to the notion that job candidates should be fairly considered regardless 
of their criminal histories with a generous gift to The Legal Aid Society. These are sup-
porting our Case Closed Project, where we educate the public on expunging criminal 
records and assist with record sealing applications, and our Worker Justice Project, 
which provides representation to people unlawfully denied jobs because of arrest or 
conviction histories. In just a short time, Indeed’s support has provided tangible results, 
helping underwrite an outreach event we held in Brooklyn where 125 people were ed-
ucated on criminal record sealing, in addition to provision of record sealing advice and 
representation to over 300 clients.  

These include people like “Mr. B,” who we took as a client after he was suspended by his 
employer due to a pending criminal case. After discussing the matter with the em-
ployer, we were able to get him reinstated while the case was pending, as well as the 
reimbursement of over $3,500 in lost wages. 

Indeed’s backing is making possible these direct services – a caseload we are at the 
same time working to lighten through the passage in Albany of the Clean Slate bill, 
which would create a system for automatic expungement of criminal records.
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LEADER  

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP 

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP 

Latham & Watkins LLP 

Milbank LLP 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

Proskauer Rose LLP 

Shearman & Sterling LLP 

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP 

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

White & Case LLP 

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP 

PILLAR 

Andrew & Ann Tisch Foundation 

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP 

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP 

Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP 

Cooley LLP 

Dechertt LLP 

Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP 

O’Melveny & Myers LLP 

Quinn Emanuel Foundation 

Sidley Austin LLP 

Winston & Strawn LLP  

CHAMPION 

American International Group, Inc. 

CBRE, Inc. 

DLA Piper LLP (US) 

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP 

Goldstein-Manuel Family Charitable Fund 

Goodwin Procter LLP 

Kelley Drye & Warren LLP 

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP 

Mayer Brown LLP 

Morgan Stanley & Co. LLC 

National Basketball Association 

New York Life Insurance Co. 

Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler LLP 

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 

Reed Smith LLP 

Ropes & Gray LLP 

The Bank of New York Mellon 

Travelers Foundation 

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 

Bradley I. Ruskin 

Willis Towers Watson  

PARTNER 

FTI Consulting, Inc. 

JPMorgan Chase Foundation 

Major League Baseball Charities, Inc. 

McCarter & English, LLP 

National Hockey League 

Paramount Global 

Pfizer Inc. 

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP 

The Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher Foundation 

White and Williams LLP 

SpectrumVoIP 

Superior Office Systems 

Servant of Justice
The Servant of Justice Awards is The Legal Aid Society’s annual celebration of our work, our victories, and our 
partners. Each year, we gather together to recognize those individuals and institutions who have stood together 
to fight for equitable access to justice in all its forms. We are most appreciative of those individuals and institu-
tions whose support sustains our work and makes success possible.
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Servant of Justice

FRIEND 

Katten Muchin Rosenman Foundation, Inc. 

40 Worth Associates LLC 

Furman Hecker Charitable Gift Fund 

Jeffrey L. Kessler 

Nan and Richard Davis Family Fund 

NBCUniversal Media, LLC 

Thomas E. Rothman 

Equitable Foundation 

Teneo Holding 

Annette M. and Theodore N. Lerner Family Foundation, Inc.

Chubb Limited 

Citigroup Inc. 

Henry Schein Inc. 

Jonathan Lamont Fund 

Andrew J. Levander 

Patricia M. Hynes and Roy L. Reardon Foundation 

T-Mobile USA, Inc. 

United HealthCare Services, Inc.

NEW LEADERSHIP PROGRAM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kathryn S. Benedict 

Joshua T. Ebersole 

Alexander Synkov Garcia 

Crystal K. Ho 

Kevin C. Kelly 

David A. Kerschner 

Michael A. Kleinman 

Jaime L. Lavin 

Ilona Logvinova 

Rebecca Marchioni 

David T. McTaggart 

Caroline M. Pignatelli 

Katherine A. Rocco 

S. Christopher Szczerban 

Julie A. Turner 

Elie J. Worenklein 

Joanna M. Zdanys 
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Our Supporters
We are deeply grateful to these law firms, corporations, foundations, and individuals for their support of The Legal 
Aid Society and our core principle that no New Yorker should be denied access to justice because of poverty.

Institutional Support

$500,000+ 
Robin Hood Foundation 

Wells Fargo & Company

$100,000-$499,999 
Bernard F. and Alva B. Gimbel Foundation, Inc. 

Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. 

National Employment Law Project, Inc. 

The New York Community Trust 

NoVo Foundation 

van Ameringen Foundation, Inc.

$50,000-$99,999

Ambrose Monell Foundation 

American International Group, Inc. 

Capital One Bank, N.A. 

Cresco Labs/SEED 

Equal Justice Works 

The Joseph H. Flom Foundation 

Henry & Lucy Moses Fund, Inc. 

Morgan Stanley Foundation 

Quinn Emanuel Foundation 

Travelers Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999 

Bank of New York Mellon 

CBRE, Inc.

Charles A. Frueauff Foundation 

Eisner Advisory Group LLC 

The Estée Lauder Companies, Inc. 

The Isak and Rose Weinman Foundation, Inc. 

Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher 

Kroll Settlement Administration 

The Lucius N. Littauer Foundation 

Microsoft Corporation 

Morgan Stanley 

National Basketball Association 

New York Life Insurance Co. 

Spinelli Kilcollin

$10,000 - $24,999 
40 Worth Associates LLC 

Assurant, Inc. 

Center for NYC Neighborhoods, Inc. 

Charles Evans Hughes Memorial Fund (HJW) 

Charles Evans Hughes Memorial Fund (SJM-CEHMF) 

Crowell & Moring LLP 

Equitable Foundation 

EvensonBest LLC 

FTI Consulting, Inc. 

Guidepost Solutions LLC 

Hearst Communications Inc.

Immigrant Advocates Response Collaborative 

Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation 

JPMorgan Chase 

Katten Muchin Rosenman Foundation, Inc. 

Major League Baseball Charities, Inc. 

Marc Haas Foundation 

Mastercard 

McCarter & English, LLP 

MetLife Foundation 

National Hockey League 
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Our Supporters

NBCUniversal Media, LLC 

Paramount Global 

Pfizer Inc. 

Philips International Holding Corporation 

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP 

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP 

The Metta Giving Foundation 

The Peter Jennings Foundation, Inc. 

Venable Foundation, Inc. 

White and Williams LLP 

Willis Towers Watson 

$5,000 - $9,999 
Alston & Bird LLP 

The Bee Winkler Weinstein Fund of 
Stonewall Community Foundation 

Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP 

Chubb Limited 

Citigroup Inc. 

The Cowles Charitable Trust 

Davidson, Dawson & Clark LLP 

Goldfarb & Fleece LLP 

Henry Schein Inc. 

KLM Equities Inc. 

Law Offices of Joel B. Rudin 

National Immigration Law Center 

The New York Bar Foundation 

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Rutgers Presbyterian Church 

Seyfarth Shaw Charitable Foundation 

Sidney & Judith Kranes Charitable Trust 

SpectrumVoIP 

Superior Office Systems 

Teneo Holding 

T-Mobile USA, Inc. 

Tom Sachs Studio 

United HealthCare Services, Inc. 

$1,000 - $4,999 
Acadia Technology Group, LLC 

BBH Solutions 

BetterCloud, Inc. 

Center for Survivor Agency and Justice 

Charles River Associates 

Elizabeth Roberts Architects 

Equal Justice America 

First Class, Inc. 

Gensler 

The Howard Bayne Fund 

K. Hovnanian Companies, LLC. 

Kirkland & Ellis Foundation 

The Laura B. Vogler Foundation 

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP 

Outten & Golden LLP 

Robert Half International Inc. 

Slalom LLC 

Strategic Claims Services 

The Steptoe Foundation 

Witness, Inc. 
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Our Supporters

Individual Support

$25,000 +  

Anonymous  

Altman/ Kazickas Foundations  

Susan E. Brooks, Esq and Bradley I. Ruskin, Esq.

Zachary W. Carter, Esq.  

Nan and Richard Davis Family Fund  

William and Tara Dougherty Gift Fund  

Estate of Richard S. Feldman  

Debra and Scott Edelman Family Fund  

Jeffrey E. Glen and Rosina Abramson Glen  

Goldstein-Manuel Family Charitable Fund  

Adam S. Hakki, Esq.  

John Louis Hardiman, Esq. and Donna Ellen Hardiman 

Barbara Gordon Landau  

Alan Levine and Alison Newman  

The Marcu Charitable Fund  

Gilson McPhee Family Fund  

Sara E. Moss Family Fund  

Rocking Chair Foundation  

Schlosstein-Hartley Family Foundation  

The Bart Schwartz & Betsy Werthan Fund  

Doris & Stanley Tananbaum Foundation  

Andrew & Ann Tisch Foundation  

Robert and Jane Toll Foundation  

$10,000 - $24,999  

Anonymous  

ATK Foundation  

Lawrence N. Barshay Charitable Fund  

Belelieu Giving Fund  

Lara Samet Buchwald, Esq.  

June S. Dipchand, Esq.  

Morgan D. Elwyn, Esq.  

Ferguson/Nazareth Family Charitable Fund  

Valerie L. Fitch, Esq. and Edward Flanders, Esq. 

Furman Hecker Charitable Gift Fund  

Golin Charitable Fund  

The David and Beth Greenwald Family Fund  

Jessica Harper and Thomas E. Rothman  

David G. Hille, Esq. and Marcella Hille  

Kayce F. Jennings  

Samira Kawash, PhD and Roger A. Cooper, Esq.

Jeffrey L. Kessler, Esq. and Regina D. Kessler  

Daniel F. Kolb, Esq.  

The David Kornblau and Susannah 
Gardiner Charitable Fund  

Monica H. Lavery and John E. Lavery  

Susan J. McLean  

Abigail Young Moses, Esq. and Jonathan M. Moses, Esq. 
 

Clare O’Brien, Esq.  

Savitt Charitable Fund  

Janelle M. Seales, Esq.  

L. Kevin Sheridan Jr., Esq.  

Stein Family Gift Fund  

Anisa M. Telwar and Arjun Kaicker  

Helen Johson Williamson, Esq.  

The Wine Simonds Charitable Fund  

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous  

Leslie A. Abbey, Esq. and Stephen E. Dietz  

A & J Saks Foundation Inc.  

Peter A. Atkins, Esq. and Laurie Atkins  

Babbitt Family Charitable Trust  

Stuart J. Baskin, Esq. and Linda Lennon Baskin

Marian L. Brancaccio, Esq.  

John K. Carroll III, Esq. and Elizabeth Carroll  

Thomas M. Cerabino  

Matthew M. Cheney  

Cole Giving Fund  

Ross Dakin  

Peter & Maria DuBois Foundation, Inc.  

Judith L. Densky  

Alexandra Diamond, Esq. and Jeffrey A. Fuisz, Esq.  
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DRW Fund  

Susan K. Dunn and Thomas F. Dunn  

Mary J. Eaton, Esq.  

Farber Fund  

Lise Strickler and Mark Gallogly Charitable Fund 

Christopher L. Garcia, Esq.  

The Green Fund, Inc.  

Jason M. Halper, Esq.  

Tracy Richelle High, Esq.  

Patricia M. Hynes and Roy L. Reardon Foundation

Diana Kirkwood Horton and Russell E. Horton  

Elai E. Katz, Esq.  

Kerr/Thomas Donor Trust  

Jonathan Lamont Fund  

Ira N. Langsan & Lillian Langsan Philanthropic Fund 

Annette M. and Theodore N. Lerner Family Foundation, Inc.

Andrew J. Levander, Esq. and Carol A. Loewenson 

Susan B. and Art Lindenauer  

Nancy and Alan N. Locker Philanthropic Fund  

Janet Mardfin  

DJ McManus Foundation, Inc.  

Sam Scott Miller Fund  

Erica J. Mullen, PhD and Paul S. Mishkin, Esq.  

Perry A. Napolitano, Esq. and Maria S. Napolitano

Patrikis/Trueblood Fund  

Charles C. Platt, Esq.  

Brian H. Polovoy, Esq.  

F. Herbert Prem,Jr., Esq. and Patricia R. Prem  

James A. Queen  

Antony L. Ryan, Esq.  

Stephen Rogowsky & Valerie Salwen Gift Fund 

The Staffaroni Family Fund  

Lynn Stern and Jeremy Lang Family Foundation Inc.

Bradley K. Sabel, Esq. and Nancy J. Sabel  

William J. Schwartz, Esq.  

Rachel B. Sherman, Esq.  

Audra J. Soloway, Esq. and David A. Green, MD 

Joseph L. Sorkin, Esq.  

Kelly A. Sullivan  

The Tufenkian Foundation  

Susan C. Waltman, Esq. and Thomas M. Barry  

Charles Weinstein  

The Marc Wolinsky and Barry C. Skovgaard 
Charitable Fund    

$1,000 - $4,999  

Anonymous  

Lloyd M. Abramowitz  

David and Fran Alexander Charitable Fund  

Ana M. Alfonso, Esq.  

Charles W. Allen, Esq.  

Barry J. Alperin Esq. and E. Miriam Alperin  

The Anderson Fund Foundation  

Raphael R. Andrews, Esq.  

Bruce D. Angiolillo, Esq. and Carol Angiolillo  

Eleanor S. Applewhaite, Esq.  

Cecilia A. Arana and Kevin J. Grant  

Anne Sargent Arcano, Esq. and Stephen F. Arcano, Esq. 

Arlene and Jerome Family Fund  

Isaac Davy Aronson  

Blair Arthur Fund  

Ellen L. Asher  

Diane Asiel and John H. Asiel  

Karen R. Backus and Alan B. Goldberg  

Robert J. Baehr, Esq.  

Bahler Family Fund  

Michael A. Bamberger, Esq.  

Bard Family Charitable Fund  

Richard and Kerri Bartlett Fund  

Ronald N. Beck, Esq.  

Judith E. Belsky, MD  

Belson Family Fund  

Rodman W. Benedict, Esq.  

Kathryn S. Benedict, Esq.  

Elisabeth R. Benjamin Fund  

Daniel M. Berger & Elyse D. Echtman Charitable Trust

Pedro J. Bermeo, Esq. and Erin Bermeo  

Mary G. Berner and Sally K. Whaling  

Christopher M. Bevilacqua  

Steven M. Bierman, Esq. and Jerrilyn Fleisher  

Sheila L. Birnbaum, Esq.  

Frances E. Bivens Esq. and Kenneth M. Karas  

Deb Blatt & Samuel Vasser Charitable Fund  

Blitzer Family Charitable Fund  

The Blum Family Foundation  

Oliver J. Board, Esq.  

Christopher P. Bogart, Esq. and Elizabeth M. O’Connell 

Markus P. Bolsinger, PhD and Cristin A. Bolsinger 

Our Supporters
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Ann M. Bomberger, Esq.  

Steven D. Boms  

Robert A. Bourque  

Dolores C. Bradley  

Kathleen W. Bratton  

Garth W. Bray, Esq. and Kathryn H. Baxter  

Barbara R. Mendelson, Esq. and David W. Brody, MD 

Kathryn C. Brown  

Paul A. Burkey  

Sophie Burton  

Andrea R. Butler, Esq. and Jeff E. Butler, Esq.  

Mr. Bradley J. Butwin Esq.  

Capra Ransom Family Giving Fund  

Andrew M. Carlon, Esq.  

Leah C. Carter  

Chenfeld Family Fund  

Pamela Rogers Chepiga, Esq. and Michael J. Chepiga, Esq.

C. Michael Chitwood, Esq.  

Chutroo Family Giving Fund  

Richard Clair & David Hubbard Fund  

The Cameron Clark Memorial Fund  

Charles E. Clayman, Esq. and Dee Clayman  

Marcy Engel, Esq. and Stuart M. Cobert, Esq.  

Eric L. Cochran, Esq. and Stacy S. Cochran  

John P. Coffey  

Sarah E. Cogan, Esq. and Douglas H. Evans, Esq.

Barbara Cohen and H. Rodgin Cohen  

Dennis O. Cohen, Esq.  

The Jonathan L. Cohen Foundation  

Conor J. Colasurdo, Esq.  

Faith Colish Fund  

J. Peter Coll, Jr, Esq.  

Drs. Bobbi and Barry Coller Fund  

Barbara S. B. Collins  

The Corngold Family Fund  

Sean F. Corrigan, Esq. and Karen Corrigan  

Stuart E. Cotton, Esq. and Betty Cotton  

Amelia A. Cottrell, Esq.  

David A. Crichlow, Esq.  

John Kuehn & Elaine Crowley Charitable Gift Fund 

Meredith B. Cross, Esq.  

Albert Cua, Esq.  

Curtis Family Foundation, Inc.  

Cutler Giving Fund  

Julia A. Czarniak, Esq.  

Lori Fisler Damrosch, Esq.  

Debra A. Dandeneau, Esq. and Jeffrey Matchen

The Das Fund  

Kenneth R. David, Esq.  

George A. Davidson, Esq. and Annette L. Davidson 

Sheila K. Davidson, Esq.  

Carl A. de Brito Esq. and Nancy de Brito  

DeLaCour Family Foundation  

Jessica K. Delbaum, Esq.  

Delicious Dessert Charitable Fund  

Yafang Deng, Esq.  

Susan F. DiCicco, Esq. and Robert C. Fermann, Esq. 

Mark J. DiFiore, Esq.  

Sue A. Dillport Esq.  

Dolnick Family Fund  

Qiao Dong  

Casey E. Donnelly Esq.  

Timothy W. Donovan, Esq.  

Margaret H. Douglas-Hamilton Esq.  

Leslie B. Dubeck, Esq. and Matthew B. Tilove  

Charles S. Duggan  

Ryan J. Dzierniejko, Esq. and J. Whitney Pizale  

Joshua T. Ebersole, Esq.  

Martin Elias  

Ian Eppler, Esq.  

The Evangelakos Family Charitable Fund  

Steven Lawrence Fasman, Esq.  

Jay N. Fastow, Esq. and Alexsandra M. Davies  

Ellen L. Federman-Conklin, Esq.  

John D. Feerick, LLD and Emalie Platt Feerick  

Michael S. Feldberg, Esq. and Ruth F. Lazarus  

Matthew A. Feldman Esq.  

Celia A. Felsher, Esq.  

Eric H. Fisher, Esq.  

John E. Fitzgerald  

Lara Flath, Esq.  

Douglas E. Fleming III, Esq.  

Diane A. Fogg  

Mary Beth Forshaw, Esq. and Thomas G. Merrill, Esq. 

Stephen A. Fowler, Esq.  

Lauren Fowler, Esq.  

Joan M. Frankel, Esq. and Michael I. Frankel, Esq. 

Our Supporters
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Thomas H. French, Esq.  

The Honorable Marcy S. Friedman  

Eric J. Friedman, Esq. and Lori O. Friedman  

Amy J. Friedman  

The Karen and Edward Friedman Family Fund  

Robert and Barbara Friedman Charitable Foundation 

Katharine M. Fuentes  

Joy K. Gallup, Esq. and Alan M. Knoll, Esq.  

Alexander Synkov Garcia  

John L. Gardiner Esq. and Julia Peck  

Joan Garry  

Gideon and Sarah Gartner Foundation  

Matthew J. Gaul  

David R. Gelfand, Esq. and Katherine M. Gelfand 

Robert W. Gelfman, Esq.  

Marie L. Gibson, Esq.  

Daniel K. Gillmor  

Winnie Gilmore Giving Fund  

Stephanie Giralt  

Amy Glickman, Esq. and Andrew P. Kuritzkes, Esq.

Ilana Goldberg  

Edward and Marjorie Goldberger Foundation  

Bruce J. Goldner, Esq.  

Bess Thrope Goldring, Esq. and Stuart J. Goldring, Esq. 

The Goldstone Family Foundation  

Scott W. Golenbock Esq.  

Elaine P. Golin, Esq.  

Timothy B. Goodell, Esq.  

Rebecca K. Gottesdiener, Esq.  

Donna A. Gowan and Thomas W. Gowan  

Elizabeth C. Graham  

Philip L. Graham, Jr., Esq. and Eileen Chiu Graham 

Russel T. Granik, Esq.  

Robert M. Grass, Esq.  

Ward A. Greenberg, Esq. and Marlene Van Dyk Greenberg

Joan B. Gross, Esq. and Stuart J. Gross, Esq.  

Marjorie E. Gross, Esq.  

Paige H. Klotz, Esq. and Richard Jay Grossman, Esq. 

Morton E. Grosz, Esq.  

Matthew J. Guercio, Esq.  

Christopher J. Gunther, Esq. and Alice M. Gunther  
Robert J. Gunther, Jr., Esq.  

Hank and Karoly Giving Fund  

Hallie Fund  

Eric B. Halper, Esq.  

The Hanft Charitable Fund  

Serena B. Harding-Jones and William D. Lese  

Harper Charitable Giving Fund  

Kyle A. Harris, Esq.  

Christopher S. Harvey, Esq.  

Jonathan H. Hatch, Esq.  

Vilia B. Hayes, Esq.  

Adam S. Helfant, Esq.  

Betsy and Jack Hellmann  

Robert E. Helpern, Esq. and Jacqueline E. Helpern 

Matthew P. Hendrickson Esq. and Karen Hendrickson 

Angela K. Herring, Esq.  

Alexandra H. Hiatt, Esq.  

Martha C. Hillyard, PhD and Steven A. Hillyard, PhD 

Andrew R. Hirschel, Esq.  

Philip L. Hirschhorn, Esq.  

Jon A. Hlafter, Esq.  

Crystal K. Ho CFP  

Vicki Z. Holleman, Esq. and Craig D. Holleman, Esq. 

Steven L. Holley, Esq.  

Marie A. Houghton-Larsen  

The Richard R. Howe Foundation  

Ralph P. Huber, Esq.  

Katherine C. Hughes, Esq.  

Adam J. Hunt, Esq.  

Sonia W. Hyman MD  

David W. Ichel Fund  

Marjorie S. Isaac Charitable Lead Annuity Trust 

Nicolle L. Jacoby, Esq.  

Steven A. Jaffe, Esq.  

David G. Januszewski, Esq. and Kim Januszewski 

Pamela E. Jarvis, Esq.  

Richard T. Joffe Esq.  

Jennifer D. Johnson and Erick A. D. Johnson  

Meredith B. Jones, Esq.  

Thomas Kahn, MD and Simi Kahn  

Kainen-Kleinberg Giving Fund  

Stacy J. Kanter, Esq. and Eric M. Kornblau, Esq.

Jason Karlin, Esq.  

David H. Kaufman, Esq.  

Kaufman Revocable Trust  

Kaufman Family Fund  

Our Supporters
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Our Supporters

Meg S. Kayman and Steven M. Kayman, Esq.  

The Andrew and Judith Keller Fund  

David H. Kellman, MD  

Kevin C. Kelly, Esq.  

David A. Kerschner, Esq.  

The Khawaja Family Fund  

Caroline Y. Kim, Esq.  

Louis B. Kimmelman, Esq. and Joy B. Kimmelman 

Ms. Sasha M. Kish  

Adam J. Klaber  

Joanna G. Knobler, MD and Ira G. Kawaller, PhD 

Kornblau Family Foundation  

Mary E. Kris, Esq. and Mark G. Kris, MD  

Marvin Krislov and Family Fund  

Mark J. Kronman, Esq. and Barbara Kronman  

Gary W. Kubek Esq.  

Amy B. Kuhn, Esq. and Stuart L. Rosow, Esq.  

David L. Kurtz, Esq.  

Daniel Laddin  

David M. Lamb, Esq.  

Arthur Lander, MD, PhD  

Kathleen O’Connor, Esq. and Matthew L. Larrabee, Esq.

Scott LaRue  

Lisa G. Laukitis, Esq.  

Jaime L. Lavin, Esq. and Mark Astrachan  

Michael Lebowitz  

Susannah J. Malen, Esq. and Noah M. Leibowitz, Esq. 

LH Leicher Giving Fund  

Abhay D. Lele, Esq. and Amy L. Johnson  

Karen Hoffman Lent, Esq.  

Sandra A. Leong and Robert V. Gelfond  

Stuart D. Levi, Esq. and Jordana Schein-Levi  

Rachel Levy  

Carol B. Liebman, Esq. and Lance Leibman, Esq. 

Lillianfeld Family Fund  

The Lincer Family Charitable Fund  

Irene Linck  

Louise E. Tranford, Esq. and Joseph A. Lipari, Esq. 

Matthew L. Lippert, Esq.  

Elana S. Rosenberg, MD and Gregory A. Litt, Esq. 

John Drake Lobrano, Esq. and Helen M. Lobrano 

Ilona Logvinova, Esq.  

Brian G. Lustbader, Esq.  

George W. Madison Esq.  

Christopher P. Malloy, Esq.  

Kayalyn A. Marafioti, Esq. and David R. Marshall, Esq. 

Mark Giving Fund  

Neil R. Markel Esq.  

Noah H. Marks, Esq.  

Lori Martin, Esq.  

Ellen M. Martin, Esq. and Michael M. Martin, Esq.

Rebecca L. Martin Esq.  

Margery and Ted Mayer  

Maxim Mayer-Cesiano, Esq.  

Matthew L. Mazur, Esq.  

William J. McClellan, Esq.  

Alexandra J. McCormack, Esq.  

Michael A. McCormack, Esq. and Myra McCormack

The McCormick Family Charitable Fund  

Christy McElhaney, Esq.  

Gerard J. McGowan, Jr., Esq.  

Denis J. McInerney, Esq. and Deborah E. Bers  

Karen A. McLaughlin and Mark I. Schubin  

Matthew E. McLeod  

Daniel A. McMillan, Esq.  

David T. McTaggart, Esq.  

Jonathan L. Mechanic, Esq.  

Amanda J. and Andrew C. Megibow  

Amanda J. Megibow and Andrew C. Megibow  

David Meister, Esq. and Lotte Meister  

Barbara R. Mendelson, Esq. and David W. Brody, MD

Gary J. Mennitt, Esq.  

Dennis N. Mensch, Esq.  

Ricardo A. Mestres Jr., Esq.  

Sven G. Mickisch, Esq.  

Margaret E. Miller  

Sonia Mittal, Ph.D., Esq.  

Robert P. Mollen, Esq.  

Kathleen M Morton  

Monica Murphy and Bill Wasik  

Scott D. Musoff, Esq. and Cindy Ellen Musoff  

Allison A. Muth, Esq.  

David Eli Nachman, Esq.  

Susan Nash Charitable Fund  

Henry N. Nassau Esq.  

Cynthia A. Loomis, MD, PhD and 
Joseph Emmanuel Neuhaus, Esq.  
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Our Supporters

Cynthia Jane Wachtell, Ph.D. and 
Jeffrey Nathan Neuman, Esq.  

J. Kelley Nevling Jr., Esq.  

Blake T. Newton III, Esq.  

Jill Ni  

Cathleen V. Noland  

Rise B. Norman, Esq.  

Nathaniel J. Norman, Esq. and Lisanne M. Norman 

Janet L. Nova, Esq.  

The O’Connell Family Fund  

Offutt and Polubinski Charitable Fund  

Amy C. Ondreyka, Esq.  

Omoz Osayimwese, Esq.  

Owenoke Foundation  

Pam and Vince Pagano Charitable Fund  

Zachary Parent  

Jeffrey Pash, Esq. and Elizabeth Pash  

Carol J. Patterson, Esq.  

The Pegram Family Fund  

John B. Pellegrini, Esq. and Patricia F. Pellegrini 

Pembridge Square Fund  

Kimberly S. Penner, Esq.  

Irving H. Picard, Esq. and Sharon M. Picard  

Caroline M. Pignatelli, Esq.  

Kenneth A. Plevan, Esq.  

Barbara B. Plimpton, PhD  

Roger E. Podesta, Esq.  

Pearl Polifka, Esq. and Robert Polifka, Esq.  

Stephen E. Poltrack, Esq. and Gael H. Poltrack 

Lawrence J. Portnoy, Esq. and Philippa Portnoy 

Jeffrey L. Pote Esq.  

Patricia and Richard L. Puccio, Esq.  

Christopher J. Pyfer, Esq.  

Quinn Mayo Giving Fund  

Vered Rabia, Esq.  

Fred and Maria Ragucci Charitable Fund  

Deborah D. Rand, Esq.  

Jon S. Rand  

Faye C. Rasch, Esq.  

Nicholas P. Rasch  

Dan and Adina Raviv Memorial Fund  

Stefanie Reiff  

Corey A. Reis Esq.  

Patrick K. Reisinger, Esq.  

Michael W. Restey Jr., Esq.  

Margarita Reyes  

Nina J. Reznick, Esq.  

Julie Sissman and Phil Richter Fund  

Patrick G. Rideout, Esq.  

David M. Rievman, Esq. and Anne Oh  

Andrea E. Riina, Esq.  

Joseph A. Riley, Esq. and M. Catherine Riley  

Mr. Mauricio Rivera  

Timothy A. Robert  

Neil L. Rock, Esq. and Marla Rock  

Burton Evan Rocks, Esq.  

Alan Rockwell, Esq.  

Jeffrey B. Rosen, Esq.  

Karen B. Shaer, Esq. and Benjamin E. Rosenberg, Esq. 

Joan and Steven B. Rosenfeld  

Eric S. Rosenfeld, Esq. and Gillian T. Rosenfeld  

Rosenthal Family Fund  

Kenneth I. Rosh, Esq. and Merideth Schlesinger 

Eric and Laurie Roth Charitable Fund  

The Ruckel Ulrich Charitable Fund  

Alissa Rudin  

David J. Rutenberg, Esq.  

Susan L. Saltzstein, Esq. and Steve R. Fallek, MD 

The Lief Sannen Fund  

Betty J. Santangelo, Esq.  

Frederick P. Schaffer, Esq. and Barbara Schatz  

Jennifer M. Schneck, Esq.  

Allison R. Schneirov Fisch, Esq. and Steven Fisch 

Ira Schreck, Esq.  

Mark Schreckengost  

Marcy L. Schuck and Peter H. Schuck  

Kenneth B. Schwartz, Esq.  

Steven C. Schwartz, Esq.  

Michael J. Schwartz, Esq.  

Andrea J. Schwartzman, Esq.  

Charles J. Scibetta Jr., Esq.  

Lawrence G. Scott  

Jennifer R. Scullion Esq.  

Bryan R. Seelig, Esq.  

Howard Seife Esq. and Amy Seife  

Nirav S. Shah, Esq.  

David J. Sheehan, Esq.  
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Our Supporters

Sheng Jaramillo Family Fund  

Autumn and Eric Shepherd Fund  

Reza I. Shirazi, Esq.  

Michael B. Shulman, Esq.  

Moses Silverman and Betty Robbins Charitable Gift Fund

Katharine A. Homans and Patterson Sims  

Dhirendra and Mary Anne Singh Donor Advised Fund

Debra Slavutin  

Erin G.H. Sloane, Esq.  

Garrett K. Smith Giving Account  

Jennifer and Mark Smith Charitable Fund  

Smul Family Giving Fund  

Sarah D. Solomon and Howard L. Solomon  

Andrew L. Sommer, Esq. and Susan L. Ross  

Joan and Laurence Sorkin Charitable Fund  

Lawrence S. Spiegel, Esq. and Lori A. Spiegel  

Patrick J. Spinola Jr., Esq.  

Andrew Spital, Esq.  

Susan F. Springer  

Starfield Hurwitz Fund  

Neil A. Steiner, Esq. and Amy S. Steiner  

Eric P. Stephens, Esq. and Emily A. Bormann  

Charles A. Stillman  

Stober Lafer Family Fund  

Elise A. Yablonski, Esq. and Ralph M. Stone, Esq. 

Alexandra C. Strang Esq. and Eric Hunter Strang 

James S. Stringfellow, Esq.  

Albert H. Sweigart  

Laura Swihart, Esq.  

Christopher Szablewski, Esq.  

Sarah Gibbs Leivick, Esq. and 
S. Christopher Szczerban, Esq.  

Ivan Taback, Esq.  

Jennifer Tatman Esq.  

Jill and Jeremy Temkin  

William J. Tennis, Esq.  

Blair T. Thetford, Esq.  

Mark E. Thierfelder, Esq. and Courtney A. Lederer 

David G. Trachtenberg  

Joseph F. Tringali, Esq.  

The Troop & Rothstein Family Charitable Fund 

David E. Vann, Esq.  

Glorimari Vargas, Esq.  

Kenneth Vittor and Judith Aisen Charitable Fund 

Bart Walker  

Michael L. Ward, Esq. and Judith M. Ward  

Rita Wasserstein Warner, Esq. and Ken E. Warner, Esq. 

Murray and Phyllis Warschauer Fund  

Andrew M. Wasserman, Esq. and Donna Wasserman 

The Douglas and Tara Weckstein Charitable Fund 

David J. Weinberger, Esq. and Bettina Weinberger

Katherine G. Weinstein, Esq.  

Benjamin H. Weisberg  

The Whitman Family Charitable Fund  

Louise H. Williams  

The Wonderful Foundation  

Gro V. Wood and Jeffrey S. Wood Charitable Fund

Dwight S. Yoo, Esq.  

The Zegar Family Fund  

Nazim Zilkha, Esq. and Gabrielle G. Zilkha  

David J. Zinberg Esq. and Lynette Remen Zinberg 

Gavin Ziv  

David M. Zornow, Esq. and Martha Zornow  

Jeffrey D. Zukerman, Esq.  

Mary M. Zulack, Esq. and Peter A. Belmont, Esq.  
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Our Supporters

AbbVie Inc.

American Express Company

Anheuser-Busch InBev

Assurant Foundation

Bank of America Corporation

Chubb Corporation

Clifford Chance US LLP

Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc.

D.E. Shaw & Co. LP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Dentons

Dropbox

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP

Goldman Sachs & Co.

Google, Inc.

Hearst Communications Inc.

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

LinkedIn Corporation

Marketaxess Holdings Inc.

Mastercard International

Mayer Brown LLP

Microsoft

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Robert Half International Inc.

Spotify

The Bank of New York Mellon

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation

The Rockefeller Foundation

The Travelers Companies, Inc.

Willis Towers Watson

Matching Gift Supporters
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Financial Summary
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|  FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2022

Statement of Financial Position
Assets 2021 2022

Cash and cash equivalents $18,400,584 $48,053,395

Receivables from grants and governmental contracts, and other $97,647,480 $85,049,109

Investments, at fair value $11,268,514 $10,320,823

Deferred charges and other assets $826,566 $1,414,049

Property and equipment, at cost, net $3,930,825 $8,250,370

Total assets $132,073,969 $153,087,746

Liabilities and Net Asset Deficiency 

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $13,132,074 $15,996,597

Accrued payroll and other employee expenses $36,910,784 $45,383,222

Program advances $952,521  $19,790,379

Line of credit $2,250,000

Accrued post retirement health and benefits cost $71,569,807 $51,352,054

Pension liability $4,274,168 $2,612,526

Deferred lease incentives and lease obligations $14,100,397 $21,261,891

Total liabilities $143,189,751 $156,396,669

Commitments and Contingencies 

Net Assets

Without donor restrictions -$18,260,306 -$10,122,835

With donor restrictions

Purpose and time restricted $5,043,501 $4,514,970

Perpetual in nature $2,101,023 $2,298,942

 Total net assets with donor restrictions $7,144,524 $6,813,912

Total net assets (deficiency) -$11,115,782 -$3,308,923

Total liabilities and net assets (deficiency) $132,073,969 $153,087,746



Revenues 
2021 2022

Criminal Defense Practice $187,353,547 $200,431,826

Juvenile Rights Practice $44,174,645 $48,927,731

Civil Practice $80,345,165 $85,560,364

Contributions (net of direct expenses related to the benefit) $14,887,978 $15,481,400

Return (loss) on investments, net $1,244,937 -$942,475

Court awards $47,374 $42,592

Other income $2,345 $490,030

Total Revenue $328,055,991 $349,991,468

2022 RevenuesRevenue over 5 years

Criminal Defense Practice 57%

Juvenile Rights Practice 14%

Civil Practice 29%

50M

100M

150M

200M

250M

300M

350M
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Expenses
Criminal 
Defense

Juvenile Rights 
Practice

Civil 
Practice

Total Program 
Expenses

Total Admin/ 
Fundraising

2022 Total 
Expenses

2021 Total 
Expenses

Employee Expenses

Professional 
staff salaries 

$82,149,375 $22,827,655 $37,643,910 $142,620,940 $7,845,659 $150,466,599 $148,208,937

Support 
staff salaries

$24,044,672 $6,081,743 $10,579,296 $40,705,711 $4,569,266 $45,274,977 $45,104,112

Fringe benefits & 
other employee costs

$53,439,428 $14,695,420 $24,190,446 $92,325,294 $6,056,883 $98,382,177 $96,196,575

Total employee expenses $159,633,475 $43,604,818 $72,413,652 $275,651,945 $18,471,808 $294,123,753 $289,509,624

Other Expenses

Occupancy costs $17,958,484 $3,876,084 $9,208,161 $31,042,729 $2,160,520 $33,203,249 $21,629,227

Communications $1,255,859 $322,137 $653,055 $2,231,051 $118,288 $2,349,339 $2,326,557

Office operating $1,169,152 $267,766 $531,728 $1,968,646 $465,851 $2,434,497 $1,683,274

Purchases and 
leases of furniture 
and equipment

$3,401,051 $238,441 $624,971 $4,264,463 $714,469 $4,978,932 $4,268,081

Law books and 
reference materials

$565,379 $126,166 $631,465 $1,323,010 $8,381 $1,331,391 $1,267,514

Trial minutes $289,664 $58,573 $7,788 $356,025 $147 $356,172 $166,700

Cost of investigations & 
expert witnesses

$1,292,001 $42,632 $728,490 $2,063,123 $41,863 $2,104,986 $1,434,420

Professional services $347,124 $20,208 $3,751,677 $4,119,009 $1,391,323 $5,510,332 $5,287,311

Transportation $518,583 $20,295 $36,335 $575,213 $19,365 $594,578 $362,304

Insurance $464,073 $120,573 $227,588 $812,234 $54,384 $866,618 $838,220

Depreciation & amortization $146,483 $30,767 $216,629 $393,879 $101,170 $495,049 $661,964

Other $385,230 $62,080 $1,448,902 $1,896,212 $3,876,176 $5,772,388 $4,663,817

Total other expenses $27,793,083 $5,185,722 $18,066,789 $51,045,594 $8,951,937 $59,997,531 $44,589,389

Total expenses, 
excluding other than 
net periodic costs

$187,426,558 $48,790,540 $90,480,441 $326,697,539 $27,423,745 $354,121,284 $334,099,013
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Expenses
2022 Total Expenses: Practice Area

Criminal  53%

Juvenile  14%

Civil 25%

Admin & Fundraising 8%

2022 Financial Efficiency: Business Area

Program  92%

Admin 7%

Fundraising 1%

Note: We spend 92 cents of every dollar on our programs.
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199 Water Street

New York, NY 10038

www.legalaidnyc.org

Support Our Mission
Support our mission by making a donation.

www.legalaidnyc.org/take-action


