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Community Denounces Mayor for Vetoing Int 549A, and Looks
Forward to City Council Overriding Veto to End Solitary

Confinement

Following Veto-Proof Supermajority Vote for Int. 549A and Speaker Adrienne
Adams’ Commitment to Override any Veto, and With People Still Facing the Harm
and Dangers of Solitary Confinement in NYC Jails, the City Council Must Act

Again Now to Override the Veto and Finally End Solitary

(New York, NY) - Today, Mayor Eric Adams vetoed Int. 549A, legislation to end solitary
confinement passed by an overwhelming veto-proof supermajority of the City Council in a
vote of 39-7. Int. 549A would end solitary confinement beyond four hours for de-escalation or
emergencies, while still allowing alternative forms of separation proven to reduce violence and
better protect people’s health.

Anisah Sabur, #HALTsolitary Campaign organizer and a survivor of solitary, said:
“Mayor Adams is on the wrong side of history. Solitary confinement is a torturous practice that
causes devastating harm and death, and worsens safety for everyone. Int. 549A is commonsense
legislation to stop torture, protect people’s basic human rights, and reduce violence by using
alternative forms of separation scientifically proven to reduce violence, better support people’s
health, and improve safety in jails and outside communities. Thankfully Int. 549A will still
become the law of New York City since an overwhelming veto-proof supermajority of the
Council passed the bill, and Speaker Adrienne Adams has committed to hold an override vote.
We are grateful for the Speaker’s and Council’s leadership to finally end solitary confinement
once and for all.”

Chaplain Dr. Victoria A. Phillips - Dr. V, Jails Action Coalition, said: “This week, our great
city kicked off festivities to commemorate the remarkable legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther



King, Jr. Our very own Mayor was among the many esteemed officials who proudly spoke about
Dr. King's extraordinary contributions and advocacy. It's important to remember that during his
time, society didn't fully appreciate or respect his invaluable leadership. Now, consider this - how
would you have perceived him? When we discuss the dehumanizing blot on our city that is
Rikers Island, we must be honest. This reminds me of a quote from Dr. King himself. ‘The
ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but
where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.’ Research indicates that individuals
struggling with mental health concerns frequently find themselves in isolation. These individuals
typically are detained twice as long in NYC DOC compared to others. Video captured NYC
Department of Corrections officers laughing at Layleen Polanco as she died in solitary
confinement. The evidence suggests that the brutal conditions endured by Kalief Browder were
the catalyst for his tragic end. In 2024, there is zero space for ineffective leadership. Our super
majority leaders must never forget that their constituents demand consistency and accountability
within the Department of Corrections. Echoing Dr. King's words, ‘I have the audacity to believe
that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for
their minds, and dignity, equality, and freedom for their spirits.’”

“By vetoing this needed legislation, one which has garnered the overwhelming support of City
Council members, the Mayor is condoning the use of torture in City jails,” said Barbara
Hamilton, Supervising Attorney of the Incarcerated Client Services Unit with The Legal
Aid Society. “Solitary confinement has caused irreparable harm to countless people held in the
City’s custody, and we call on Speaker Adrienne Adams and the City Council to override this
veto immediately. Eradicating all forms of solitary confinement used against incarcerated New
Yorkers is a moral imperative, and it must remain a top priority for local lawmakers.”
“Mayor Adams’s veto is an affront to incarcerated New Yorkers and their families, especially
Black and Brown people, and leaves another stain on his administration’s poor human rights
record,” said Naila Awan, co-director of policy at the New York Civil Liberties Union.
“Solitary confinement is torture, often leads to lasting psychological damage, and undermines
public safety both inside and outside New York City’s jails. As we grapple with the daily horrors
and culture of impunity at jails like Rikers Island, we urge the City Council to heed the call of
incarcerated New Yorkers and their families and override the Mayor’s veto.”

Background:

On the Urgent Need to End Solitary Confinement



1. A new op-ed by Dr. James Gilligan and Dr. Bandy Lee, who have decades of experience
designing, operating, and evaluating violence prevention programs in jails and prisons,
lauding the Council for taking a crucial step toward scientifically proven methods of
violence prevention by passing 549A and documenting how – contrary to critics’ claims
– 549A’s ban on solitary and utilization of proven alternatives, will stop torture, save
lives, and reduce violence.

2. A new Columbia University Center for Justice report documents how NYC jails continue
to lock people in solitary confinement in various units by various names, with devastating
and deadly consequences.

3. In NYC, solitary confinement is almost exclusively inflicted on Black and brown people,
who make up over 90% of all people in NYC jails (58.2% Black people, 30.5% Latinx
people, 2.2% Asian people, 5.7% white people, 3.5% other people).

4. Solitary confinement is government torture that inflicts devastating and deadly harm.
Solitary causes people to engage in self-mutilation. It causes heart disease. It causes
anxiety, z z xdepression, and psychosis.

5. Even after release from incarceration, a study of hundreds of thousands of people
released from prison in North Carolina over a 15 year period found that people who had
spent time in solitary were significantly more likely to die by suicide and other causes.
Research shows that even only one or two days in solitary leads to significantly
heightened risk of death by accident, suicide, violence, overdose, and other causes.

6. Solitary confinement killed Kalief Browder 8.5 years ago and Layleen Polanco 4.5 years
ago. On the day of her death in solitary confinement on Rikers Island, Layleen Polanco
had been locked in her cell for two or three hours before she died.

7. Contrary to the purported justification for its use, solitary also makes jails and outside
communities less safe for everyone by causing people to deteriorate and in turn
increasing the risk of harmful acts. Numerous studies, such as here and here show that
people who have spent time in solitary or restrictive housing are more likely to be
re-arrested after release from incarceration.

8. On the other hand, the evidence is clear: if a system is trying to reduce violence what
works much better than solitary is the exact opposite of solitary: pro-social
program-based interventions that involve full days of out-of-cell group programming and
engagement, like the CAPS program in NYC jails, the Merle Cooper Program in NYS,
and the RSVP program in San Francisco jails.

a. For example, the RSVP program included people who had carried out acts of
assault, sexual assault, other violent acts, and repeated “heinous” acts. It led to a
precipitous drop in violence among participants to the point of having zero
incidents over a one year period. People who participated in the program also had
dramatically lower rates of re-arrest for violent charges after release from jail.

b. Best practices in youth and mental health facilities limit isolation to minutes or
hours at most, with positive impacts on safety and people’s health and well-being.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nydailynews.com%2F2024%2F01%2F18%2Fbanning-solitary-stems-violence%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350403857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FDunMG9rHqmqphpSAMRCWUriqse12%2B3cqI28ffW7FPM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcenterforjustice.columbia.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcontent%2FSolitary%2520By%2520Many%2520Other%2520Names%2520Report%2520Final.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350412191%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8sPnaYr0ZINpkNi2pcYj%2B9wDtBBN5K6964mEmdK1dM0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fassets%2Fdoc%2Fdownloads%2Fpdf%2FPopulation%2520Demographics%2520Report%2520-%2520FY24%2520Q1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350419006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZiFLxZoBlJa22QhaB32YLxUeYAZ%2FI%2FctBpO9%2F4kOTq0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpmc%2Farticles%2FPMC3953781%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350425592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4bR9krrEHPd8dWs3Lgp%2BccP0AeRl5KLVQRfEv8xjXdw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmassivesci.com%2Fnotes%2Fcardiovascular-health-comparison-solitary-confinement-prison-health%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350431500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mlqc8QyujI0gt7UXnmybN2NZj7CG4Hj5pUwZsitJk4I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenscholarship.wustl.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1362%26context%3Dlaw_journal_law_policy&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350437701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5XylzBH8RgCDP1C7AAjqHXJ3nPB1F14c9%2FTSxuMs9CQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenscholarship.wustl.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1362%26context%3Dlaw_journal_law_policy&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350437701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5XylzBH8RgCDP1C7AAjqHXJ3nPB1F14c9%2FTSxuMs9CQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjamanetwork.com%2Fjournals%2Fjamanetworkopen%2Ffullarticle%2F2752350&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350443430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F5xUe0ifQJj2Ef71stZjf7U2pzeV%2BIimIhmb2gWTMqY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.cornell.edu%2Fstories%2F2020%2F02%2Fsolitary-confinement-heightens-post-incarceration-death-risk&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350449098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yB3hrZS1uVJK7a4gezTXLs9Qzmcd%2BX4BIY%2Bw7pC3oKQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.cornell.edu%2Fstories%2F2020%2F02%2Fsolitary-confinement-heightens-post-incarceration-death-risk&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350449098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yB3hrZS1uVJK7a4gezTXLs9Qzmcd%2BX4BIY%2Bw7pC3oKQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2468266719302713&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350455078%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BQmTK9mR0736yibWoAhiF8qSMFfPagSMH5oaF9jP4es%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gothamgazette.com%2Fopen-government%2F130-opinion%2F10619-lost-siblings-browder-polanco-solitary-confinement-torture-end&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350460828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m8VAKjnqKsuz9HpbUM%2FSikUmqsW4V5EeWjtcLq6lcAk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nydailynews.com%2Fopinion%2Fny-oped-nyc-must-truly-end-solitary-confinement-20210413-pns3u65osbhqvg77i3jgtskpgm-story.html&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350466565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7C7%2BP1Ub%2BA4hjdzxrS0hoZ0hxnRi0vtC747FFBd%2FayA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww1.nyc.gov%2Fassets%2Fboc%2Fdownloads%2Fpdf%2FReports%2FBOC-Reports%2F2020.06_Polanco%2FFinal_Polanco_Public_Report_1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350472047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gmEPTeD2NrKDpJe75X0L0ZU8taA8It6mieryPZ0Yj1I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenscholarship.wustl.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1362%26context%3Dlaw_journal_law_policy&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350477334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2FPAp6ZbAFjQPn48tMvX6%2FgBAZqfBTXi3E4S%2F9at0f4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2F10.1111%2F1745-9125.12241&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350482231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wHpZ1PKYbuL8ABuS46BfTQtUJWUF7ejR5twiqR0RBw0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fasu.elsevierpure.com%2Fen%2Fpublications%2Fassessing-the-impact-of-restrictive-housing-on-inmate-post-releas&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350487327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AI5LvrWbs8cFFylCRKEK0gfHrtgeEO3Wws91RhnHXdk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpmc%2Farticles%2FPMC4772202%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350492528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UNyfZ%2BE3MGz0ghc8WZ9I%2FiDborTmv9nXO4FUCnO2Ww0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2FCommentary-These-programs-work-better-than-14990190.php&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350497391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U%2FYdXbMIVRH4WX1IXr0vlQE%2BLdUky2wzlbkLyqX4zsc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facademic.oup.com%2Fjpubhealth%2Farticle%2F27%2F2%2F149%2F1595844&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350502466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VFs6R55CEpTt%2FRdY3fsRJL2ZTgQZ02XOFEWm%2Ba4OO5A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stopsolitaryforkids.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F06%2FNot-In-Isolation-Final.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350509083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7lQ9%2Fi%2BzEuJFkDoRPkur7%2Bpo2IW7CLEogo7tK9aGioE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dhs.pa.gov%2Fdocs%2FFor-Providers%2FDocuments%2FState%2520Hospital%2520Risk%2520Management%2520Report%2FPA_RMSummaryRpt_November19.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350515273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g7gcUL2V2%2FcjyBE6xWsBCUUsV9YRP%2BYGpLUJKddNvQQ%3D&reserved=0


9. Despite repeated promises over many years to end solitary – invoking Layleen’s and
Kalief’s names, the city jails continue to lock people in solitary by many different names,
with torturous and deadly results.

10. Brandon Rodriguez died after he was locked in solitary in a shower cage. The city jails
locked Elijah Muhammad in solitary in those same shower cages to the point he was
found with a ligature around his neck, and then placed Elijah in another form of solitary
confinement that is supposed to be “de-escalation confinement”, leading to his death.
DOC initiated yet another form of solitary last year through automatic lockdowns in
general population in George R. Vierno Center, and that is where Erick Tavira died after
being locked in solitary.

11. People in the city jails continue to be locked in solitary in: (1) so-called de-escalation
units and decontamination showers, (2) so-called structurally restrictive housing in North
Infirmary Command (NIC) and West Facility that is nothing more than solitary
confinement by another name for 23 to 24 hours a day, (3) Enhanced Supervision
Housing (ESH) / Rose M Singer ESH (RESH), (4) George R. Vierno Center automatic
lockdowns in supposed general population, (5) repeated lockdowns throughout the jails,
and more. People are still locked in solitary for 23 to 24 hours a day for days, weeks,
months and more. There are people who have been in solitary for nearly a year and are
still there.

OnWhat Int. No. 549A Will Do

1. The core of Int. No. 549A is ending solitary confinement, in all forms by all names,
beyond a maximum of four hours for emergency de-escalation, while instead allowing
alternative forms of separation proven to better support people’s health and safety for
everyone.

2. To be clear, under Intro No 549A if someone engages in violence, they can immediately
be locked in a cell on an emergency basis for purposes of de-escalation in order to
address the immediate situation, for up to four hours. After that immediate period, people
can still be separated from the general facility population in alternative units. Intro. No.
549A would change the nature of that separation. Rather than isolation that is known to
cause harm and increase the likelihood of violence, people who are separated would be
placed in environments, like CAPS, Merle Cooper, and RSVP above, that are better
suited for actually reducing and preventing violence and keeping people more healthy.

3. To ensure that the ban on solitary confinement is real and to prevent the Department of
Correction from imposing solitary confinement by a different name as it has repeatedly
done, the bill provides very clear definitions of various terms, including “cell”, “out of
cell”, and “restrictive housing.” Although one might not think it necessary to define
“cell” or “out of cell”, given that the Department has in the past considered being locked
alone in an extended cell as “out of cell” these definitions are imperative to ensure that
people have access to actually being outside of a cell, in a shared space with other people.
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4. Also to ensure that alternative units do not replicate the harms of solitary by another
name and instead follow proven programs like CAPS and RSVP, the bill requires that the
forty-year-old basic minimum standard for out-of-cell time in NYC jails – namely access
to 14 hours of daily out-of-cell time with people only involuntarily locked in for 8 hours
at night for sleep and 2 hours during the day for count – applies to all people in the jails
apart from de-escalation confinement, including people in alternative units. The bill also
requires people to have access to seven hours of daily out of cell group programming or
activities, and limits the use of restraints to prevent people from automatically being
chained to desks during out-of-cell time.

5. The bill also enhances fairness, transparency and accountability by enhancing due
process protections, including access to representation, time limits on placement in
restrictive housing, and public reporting on the use of solitary and alternatives.

6. A point-by-point response to the recent claims made by the monitor. The bottom line: the
status quo has led to horrible cycles of abuse, violence, and death, and can not continue.
549A presents an opportunity for an alternative approach scientifically proven to reduce
violence and better protect people’s health.

OnWidespread Support for Ending Solitary in NYC

1. After all of the failed promises in the names of Kalief and Layleen, now is the moment
for New York City to finally end solitary confinement.

2. Int. No. 549A was passed by an overwhelming veto-proof supermajority support and
Speaker Adrienne Adams has repeatedly committed to override a veto.

3. Polling data shows the vast majority of voters across the country support ending solitary
specifically in line with the provisions of 549A, by a +32-point margin, with 78% of
Democrats, 61% of Independents, and 51% of Republicans supporting it.

4. Every member of the NYC Democratic U.S. House delegation urged NYC to fully end
solitary. Over 160 leading civil rights, racial justice, and human rights organizations
urged New York City to fully end solitary confinement. 74 state legislators said DOC’s
policies violate the state HALT Solitary Law and urged Council action. 1199SEIU United
Health Care Workers East endorsed Int. No. 549A and urged the City Council to pass it.

5. Recent op-ed by Haydeth and Amariliz Torres Tavira, whose son and brother, Erick
Tavira, died in solitary on Rikers last year praises the Council for passing 549A and
urging the Mayor to sign. Recent op-ed by Akeem Browder, whose brother Kalief
Browder was killed by solitary and whose mother subsequently died of a broken heart,
urged enactment of 549.

6. Coverage of the Council’s vote to ban solitary in nearly every major news outlet in NY
and across the country: The Hill, NPR, New York Magazine, NYT here and here, NBC,
PBS, Gothamist, Reuters, AP, Daily News, Black Enterprise, El Diario, City Council,

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1rGJEPBrvbMzSHKZSvoXIEUR51cQkjinLA5Ajtme5CRk%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350588704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dEpC2Bg3%2FWtmiHPMdk962fgpYZhSN4NOle8%2B972llOg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dataforprogress.org%2Fblog%2F2022%2F11%2F16%2Fa-bipartisan-majority-of-voters-support-strongly-restricting-solitary-confinement-including-placing-a-four-hour-limit-on-the-practice&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350594132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8H99txJvNJs5gMWUcNBObq5qwCgENtZvNaOKCkq%2FSvo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fespaillat.house.gov%2Fsites%2Fevo-subsites%2Fespaillat.house.gov%2Ffiles%2Fevo-media-document%2F2023_12_12-letter-to-adrienne-adams-from-nyc-congressional-delegation-re-solitary-confinement.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350600215%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TQD%2Fkfwl6F3FC5WzKNn6p%2B1WRDJ136eJup5ENnzxabU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1OgId_KxNdGReyTLy8imhnjVi73PvDOuW%2Fview&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350606502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cI87fc46YOo9dF9TBtTDXmlUQZWY14A2xsfWVbpykJo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.politico.com%2Fstates%2Fnew-york%2Falbany%2Fstory%2F2021%2F08%2F02%2Fstate-lawmakers-say-citys-solitary-confinement-overhaul-falls-short-1389390&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350612010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=La3BY3e6vzxWC5KxiZhQF6JJxa4MZTzIpQgZXRjSxGc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1X3-tw_l9GjzN6g_JWcM_CCAFa-K90JUj%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350617435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rhOEdZ4aHjQe1Y1QMdKPB3u2jdWeUm1m3SD8sA1uB5U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pubadvocate.nyc.gov%2Fpress%2F1199seiu-endorses-solitary-confinement-ban-policing-transparency-legislation%2Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.pubadvocate.nyc.gov%2Fpress%2F1199seiu-endorses-solitary-confinement-ban-policing-transparency-legislation%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350623398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cjTK5kUmbJ7xbpmhDOD7VflHulw0f1jwWJMum3PLOAo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pubadvocate.nyc.gov%2Fpress%2F1199seiu-endorses-solitary-confinement-ban-policing-transparency-legislation%2Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.pubadvocate.nyc.gov%2Fpress%2F1199seiu-endorses-solitary-confinement-ban-policing-transparency-legislation%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350623398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cjTK5kUmbJ7xbpmhDOD7VflHulw0f1jwWJMum3PLOAo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nydailynews.com%2F2024%2F01%2F05%2Fnew-york-city-must-end-solitary-confinement-now%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350629679%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NXijMDWBA6UJp3pa%2BArClAgcr9IkHf34NLKSjAeVEUY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nydailynews.com%2F2023%2F10%2F14%2Fnyc-must-end-solitary-jailing-for-my-mother-and-brother-solitary-confinement-has-to-stop%2F%3Foref%3Dcsny_firstread_nl&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350635360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v8PvKK0QXJ0nDCpiliOadH5Ai52Oe6TzWWRcDS%2BYNas%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fhomenews%2Fstate-watch%2F4372126-nyc-council-bans-solitary-confinement-jails%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350641167%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CfNQjob8eiL%2FeNCY%2BPbhtHZx3m15oStv%2B24E0d0Tvjg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.npr.org%2F2023%2F12%2F20%2F1220789824%2Fnew-york-city-council-votes-to-ban-most-instances-of-solitary-confinement&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350647052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IqZZy5oNPy91hKcaHpOazPTyVqwVznvKFW5CE1seZ%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnymag.com%2Fintelligencer%2F2023%2F12%2Fthe-end-of-solitary-confinement-and-what-comes-next.html&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350652861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BBEFtb4JVWROUt9PNShrPbV8WlQzmn9R06msEZFEIoc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2023%2F12%2F20%2Fnyregion%2Fsolitary-confinement-jails-nyc.html&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350658741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mHnkjgUVtNtt%2BwAgrMdydWeb4Op%2BhZqOJD8A1DxUWc8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2023%2F12%2F20%2Fnyregion%2Fnew-york-solitary-confinement-torture.html&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350665808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Fl%2FWCWjhAdufiraF9ihwrPSeUvOrC5R5rBcbG1x48yU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbcnews.com%2Fnews%2Fus-news%2Fnyc-lawmakers-ban-solitary-confinement-jails-rcna130577&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350672032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eC06AWyhkuoDS7Q6NrhEWgE0SlBPhW80%2BaNmbFUKa5w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fnewshour%2Fpolitics%2Fnew-york-city-council-approves-bill-banning-solitary-confinement-in-city-jails&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350677828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3RFhF2NvE6iUU1q51P6m%2BhmdbZ31JByGBoGjpPvSkqk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fnewshour%2Fpolitics%2Fnew-york-city-council-approves-bill-banning-solitary-confinement-in-city-jails&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350677828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3RFhF2NvE6iUU1q51P6m%2BhmdbZ31JByGBoGjpPvSkqk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgothamist.com%2Fnews%2Fnew-yorkers-will-no-longer-be-held-in-solitary-confinement-in-city-jails-council-votes&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350683588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=okmfLIWFqjYo2mhYcjDiLtkBDI%2B7QLBu2cXQghTpfF0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fworld%2Fus%2Fnew-york-city-council-passes-ban-solitary-confinement-jails-2023-12-20%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350689480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JO2%2BywnbAMLz4TH8nogcXr6UQf3oWwH%2BJnAn15%2B3PUI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fnyc-jail-solitary-confinement-a304cac6a2e24d3900a19c4185ec1893&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350695268%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JFCl5CeGKJRaz3v8tc4oe981ibTicP7RhwfXVYGTylw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nydailynews.com%2F2023%2F12%2F20%2Fnyc-council-approves-ban-on-most-forms-of-solitary-confinement-possible-mayor-adams-veto-looms%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350701172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nKNJS4bWMqGTzvAM8%2BqPuuhg2AszIUXEbxSZKNEgZxg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blackenterprise.com%2Fnew-york-city-council-bans-solitary-confinement-in-city-jails%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350707007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4vmlRdiCr8PLRUufD7%2FKL5J1G8XGMld%2FyhUkiehrhZw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feldiariony.com%2F2023%2F12%2F19%2Furgen-al-concejo-municipal-de-nyc-someter-a-votacion-proyecto-para-poner-fin-al-confinamiento-solitario-en-carceles%2Famp%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350712744%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sNbistoLCB39l8mSoanYSR5cN6SN9mnzWjb%2Bhhihj7M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcouncil.nyc.gov%2Fpress%2F2023%2F12%2F20%2F2532%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350718850%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O7UIQ%2BtF8qKfixUbN0zhJ67ALdy338Xr9KGIjs4krIA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fny1.com%2Fnyc%2Fall-boroughs%2Finside-city-hall%2F2023%2F12%2F22%2Fcity-council-member-tiffany-cab-n-discusses-passing-of-new-bill-banning-solitary-confinement&data=05%7C02%7CJVacanti%40legal-aid.org%7Cef71b5b14df5410a6cce08dc1916ab41%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638412832350724312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sPn%2FY7Gm8AwiVkU9fERGMwCmsTh8zmAqiijB4602Jq4%3D&reserved=0


NY1, AMNY, Brooklyn Daily Eagle, Queens Daily Eagle, Truthout, ABC, ABC, CBS,
News12, Pix11, Independent, and many more.

7. With the years-long deadly crisis plaguing Rikers and the city jails, ending solitary and
providing people with access to real out-of-cell time and programming is one concrete
and urgent step to save lives, better support people’s health, and reduce violence. With
the prospect of receivership looming and the possibility of closing Rikers and operating
jails with a different approach, it is more urgent than ever to make clear and make it the
law of New York City that solitary confinement can no longer be practiced.
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