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With Lawmakers Back in Albany, Legal Aid and ALAA Call on NYS Assembly to 

Pass Legislation to Increase Student Loan Assistance for Lawyers Serving the 

Public Interest 

 
(NEW YORK, NY) – The Legal Aid Society and the Association of Legal Aid Attorneys UAW Local 2325, 

with lawmakers back in Albany, called on the New York State Assembly to pass legislation that would bolster 

the District Attorney and Indigent Legal Services Attorney Loan Forgiveness (DALF) program to increase student 

loan aid for lawyers serving the public interest. Albany failed to include this critical legislation in New York 

State’s Fiscal Year 2025 budget.  

 

In March, the Senate overwhelmingly passed the legislation and the Assembly included DALF in their one-house 

budget. The bipartisan legislation has robust support throughout the State from prosecutors and public defenders 

alike, with more than 600 individual attorneys and 35 district attorney offices, public defender offices, civil legal 

services providers, and unions signing onto letters in support of DALF.  

 

The legislation, carried by State Senator Jessica Ramos and Assembly Member Jo Anne Simon, would increase 

student loan aid from up to $3,400 to $8,000 annually, for up to eight years, or total award eligibility of up to 

$64,000 in total.  

 
Under the current program, lawyers serving the public interest can receive up to a total of $20,400 over six years 

to pay down their student loans, putting them well behind the award amounts allotted for registered nurses on 

teaching faculties and social workers, who perform vital work but, on average, carry less debt than public interest 

lawyers.  

 

During the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, the federal student loan pause gave experienced public sector 

attorneys critical financial relief, allowing them to stay in their jobs and provide essential advocacy to low- income 

New Yorkers. With the ending of the pause and the sky-rocketing cost of living in the state, the need to expand 

this loan assistance program is more crucial than ever. 

 
“While we remain disappointed that DALF wasn’t included in the State’s Fiscal Year 2025 budget, Albany still 

has an opportunity to right this wrong,” said Twyla Carter, Attorney-In-Chief and CEO of The Legal Aid 

Society. “The Senate has already passed DALF, legislation that would bolster student loan assistance for lawyers 

mailto:amartin@legal-aid.org
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S4511/amendment/C#:~:text=2023-S4511C%20(ACTIVE)%20-,legal%20services%20with%20indigent%20clients.
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnyc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F03%2FLegal-Aid-ALAA-Laud-NY-State-Senates-Passage-of-DALF-Legislation-to-Increase-Student-Loan-Aid-for-Attorneys-Serving-the-Public-Interest-.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160388699%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RKN%2FQ5DDuGxPVSsdrbWnMSEgBZEAJi%2BP0qPNkUc2SGA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyassembly.gov%2Fleg%2F%3Fdefault_fld%3D%250D%250A%26leg_video%3D%26bn%3DA08803%26term%3D2023%26Summary%3DY%26Actions%3DY%26Text%3DY&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160399111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TBZjsJidw6XP5516kaYwbBcWiilFedtuborwZeXMgkM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyassembly.gov%2Fleg%2F%3Fdefault_fld%3D%250D%250A%26leg_video%3D%26bn%3DA08803%26term%3D2023%26Summary%3DY%26Actions%3DY%26Text%3DY&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160399111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TBZjsJidw6XP5516kaYwbBcWiilFedtuborwZeXMgkM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnyc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F02%2F2.26-Over-600-Attorneys-Sign-Advocacy-Letter-Calling-on-Albany-to-Enact-Legislation-to-Increase-Student-Loan-Aid-for-Attorneys-Serving-the-Public-Interest-PDF.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160428747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=exzdT6wU%2BEwpCvtn5mS47YswpNkk021L%2FkcjNAQldC0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnyc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F03%2FHESC_DALF-expansion-S4511C_A1568FD-Defender_Civil-Services_Prosecutor-Organizational-Letter-.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160406507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OC7gpHBOU8cLBeKjU5PmWIhEuZ7j8K%2B1NKlnHLB3Kvg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnyc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F03%2FHESC_DALF-expansion-S4511C_A1568FD-Defender_Civil-Services_Prosecutor-Organizational-Letter-.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160406507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OC7gpHBOU8cLBeKjU5PmWIhEuZ7j8K%2B1NKlnHLB3Kvg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fspectrumlocalnews.com%2Fnys%2Fbuffalo%2Fpolitics%2F2024%2F03%2F01%2Fpublic-defenders--das-push-for-more-student-loan-repayment-help&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160442996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KmhraTeqx%2By3PfO85%2F7Kw7fcmTUMlLIAMpyb4xkLqj0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnymag.com%2Fintelligencer%2F2023%2F03%2Fnyc-public-defenders-face-a-funding-crisis.html&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160454811%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GSWT7Gtqb%2FpjjaHU5VGemPHbIFvt1QpTWE1j%2FZhxcjs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnymag.com%2Fintelligencer%2F2023%2F03%2Fnyc-public-defenders-face-a-funding-crisis.html&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160454811%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GSWT7Gtqb%2FpjjaHU5VGemPHbIFvt1QpTWE1j%2FZhxcjs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fpublic-interest-attorneys-afford-keep-helping-18621482.php&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160463519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NqfBfy6WknJ28vtBPNaB78dPIMy7fipNfy5EkYw%2Bh94%3D&reserved=0


serving the public interest, and the Assembly can pass this bill in the remaining weeks of session. We urge Speaker 

Heastie to bring DALF to a full body vote immediately.” 

 
“Before the end of session, the Assembly has the opportunity to support student debt relief for public defenders 

and legal services attorneys who provide critical representation to vulnerable New Yorkers every day, ensuring 

experienced advocates can remain in their jobs,” said Lisa Ohta, President of the Association of Legal Aid 

Attorneys (UAW Local 2325). “This bill has broad bipartisan support because this relief is so essential to 

maintaining access to justice for all in our state. We call on Speaker Heastie to stand with us and bring DALF to 

a vote.” 

 
### 

The Legal Aid Society exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that New Yorkers are not denied 

their right to equal justice because of poverty. For over 145 years, we have protected, defended, and advocated 

for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every borough, The Legal Aid Society 

changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our communities. www.legalaidnyc.org  
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