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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE*** 
 

Legal Aid and the Association of Legal Advocates and Attorneys Respond to 

Senate and Assembly One-House Budget Proposals 
 
(NEW YORK, NY) - The Legal Aid Society and The Association of Legal Advocates and Attorneys UAW 

Local 2325 issued the following respective statements in response to the respective one-house budgets released 

by the New York State Senate and New York State Assembly: 

 
“The respective one-house budget proposals make it clear that the Legislature is ready to pass critically needed 

legislation to help attorneys serving the public interest manage exorbitant student loan debt,” said Twyla Carter, 

Attorney-in-Chief and Chief Executive Officer at The Legal Aid Society. “We thank Senate and Assembly 

lawmakers for recognizing that this modest funding increase will help our organizations better retain the dedicated 

and experienced lawyers whose work is essential in keeping people housed, reuniting families, and protecting the 

rights of New Yorkers. As Governor Kathy Hochul failed to include funding for this critical legislation in her 

proposed budget, it is now incumbent on Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Assembly Speaker 

Carl Heastie, and lawmakers from both chambers to ensure its inclusion in the final budget.” 

 
“Student debt continues to drive our members out of the legal services jobs they love, starving communities of 

necessary advocates in these frightening times. The federal student loan programs we rely on are in peril and we 

are thankful to the Senate and Assembly for addressing the problem head on and making sure experienced public 

interest attorneys will get the relief they need to continue to provide stellar legal representation to the most 

vulnerable in our state,” said Lisa Ohta, President of the Association of Legal Advocates and Attorneys, 

UAW Local 2325. “Where the federal government threatens to harm the workers who provide critical legal 

services, Governor Hochul, Speaker Heastie, and Senate Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins can lead by including 

this in the final budget and ensuring legal services attorneys are not crushed by overwhelming student debt.” 
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Background 

Legislation to bolster the District Attorney and Indigent Legal Services Attorney Loan Forgiveness (DALF) 

program, carried by State Senator Jessica Ramos and Assembly Member Jo Anne Simon, would increase student 

loan aid for public interest lawyers from up to $3,400 to $8,000 annually, for up to eight years, or total award 

eligibility of up to $64,000 in total. 
 
Under the current program, lawyers serving the public interest can receive up to a total of $20,400 over six years 

to pay down their student loans, putting them well behind the award amounts allotted for registered nurses on 

teaching faculties and social workers, who perform vital work but, on average, carry less debt than public interest 

lawyers. 
 
In January, 69 members of the New York State Legislature signed onto a letter calling on Governor Hochul to 

lead the fight to protect student borrowers and ensure the inclusion of funding in the FY26 Executive Budget for 

legislation that would bolster the DALF program. 
 
In December, 37 district attorneys, public defender organizations and unions also signed onto a letter calling on 

Hochul to ensure the inclusion of funding for this critical legislation. 
 

### 
 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S161
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fspectrumlocalnews.com%2Fnys%2Fbuffalo%2Fpolitics%2F2024%2F03%2F01%2Fpublic-defenders--das-push-for-more-student-loan-repayment-help&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160442996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KmhraTeqx%2By3PfO85%2F7Kw7fcmTUMlLIAMpyb4xkLqj0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnymag.com%2Fintelligencer%2F2023%2F03%2Fnyc-public-defenders-face-a-funding-crisis.html&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160454811%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GSWT7Gtqb%2FpjjaHU5VGemPHbIFvt1QpTWE1j%2FZhxcjs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnymag.com%2Fintelligencer%2F2023%2F03%2Fnyc-public-defenders-face-a-funding-crisis.html&data=05%7C02%7Camartin%40legal-aid.org%7C69a172f275634e4cb29908dc445848de%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C638460393160454811%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GSWT7Gtqb%2FpjjaHU5VGemPHbIFvt1QpTWE1j%2FZhxcjs%3D&reserved=0
https://legalaidnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/HESC_DALF_Legislator-Sign-on-Ltr-to-Gov.pdf
https://legalaidnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Letter-in-Support-of-Expanded-Eligibility-Increased-Funding-for-Legislation-to-Increase-Student-Loan-Aid-for-Attorneys-Serving-the-Public-Interest-.pdf
https://legalaidnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/DAs-Defenders-and-Unions-call-for-HESC_DALF-expansion-in-Exec-FY26-budget.pdf

