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The Legal Aid Society Celebrates the Appointment of Twyla Carter, Adriene 

Holder, Meghna Philip, and Alice Fontier to Mayor-Elect Mamdani’s Transition 

Team 

 
(NEW YORK, NY) — The Legal Aid Society today lauded Mayor-Elect Zohran Mamdani for appointing four 

leaders of The Legal Aid Society to serve on his mayoral transition team. Twyla Carter, Attorney-in-Chief and 

Chief Executive Officer of The Legal Aid Society, will serve on the Legal Affairs Committee; Adriene Holder, 

Chief Attorney of the Civil Practice at The Legal Aid Society, will serve on the Housing Committee; and Meghna 

Philip, Director of the Special Litigation Unit for the Criminal Defense Practice at The Legal Aid Society, along 

with Alice Fontier, Project Managing Attorney for the Criminal Defense Practice at The Legal Aid Society, will 

serve on the Criminal Legal System Committee. 

 

“I am honored to serve on Mayor-Elect Mamdani’s transition team, where I look forward to working alongside 

the other Legal Affairs Committee members to deliver lasting, positive change for the New Yorkers we all serve,” 

said Twyla Carter, Attorney-in-Chief and Chief Executive Officer of The Legal Aid Society. “It is imperative 

that the incoming Mamdani Administration continues to advocate on behalf of the most vulnerable New Yorkers 

to ensure all those who call this city home have access to an inclusive, affordable, and equitable city. As always, 

I remain committed to working alongside the incoming Mamdani Administration to improve the lives of the low-

income people we represent and thank Mayor-Elect Mamdani for inviting me to be a part of this critical transition 

work." 

 

"It is a privilege to be asked to serve on Mayor-Elect Mamdani’s transition team on the Housing Committee,” 

said Adriene Holder, Chief Attorney of the Civil Practice at The Legal Aid Society. “I look forward to 

working alongside the talented members of this team to advance the administration’s vision of a more affordable, 

equitable city for all New Yorkers. Affordable and stabilized housing is the basis for everything good in our city 

- it is what allows families to remain rooted in their communities, children to learn, workers to prosper, and 

neighborhoods to flourish. From freezing rent for the city’s more than 2 million rent-stabilized tenants to 

combating eviction and homelessness with community-driven solutions, I am confident that this team will lay the 

strong foundation needed to deliver on the mayor-elect’s priorities over the next four years. All New Yorkers 

deserve access to safe, stable, and affordable housing, and I am proud to serve on a team committed to making 

that vision a reality.” 

 

“The opportunity to serve on Mayor-Elect Mamdani’s transition team is an honor and signals a strong 

commitment from the incoming administration to continue their work making New York not only a safe city, but 

one where all people have fair, equal access to justice,” said Meghna Philip, Director of the Special Litigation 

Unit for the Criminal Defense Practice at The Legal Aid Society. “For far too long, New York City has 

prioritized criminalization, incarceration, and perpetual punishment over true public safety. I look forward to 
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working alongside the Criminal Legal System Committee members to emphasize the need for better community 

resources and additional funding for initiatives and programs that keep New Yorkers from becoming entangled 

in the criminal legal system. I thank Mayor-Elect Mamdani for appointing me to this critical team.” 

 

“I am grateful to be asked – alongside my colleagues at Legal Aid – to join Mayor-Elect Mamdani’s transition 

team,” said Alice Fontier, Project Managing Attorney for the Criminal Defense Practice at The Legal Aid 

Society. “The Criminal Legal System Committee will undoubtedly play a vital role in shaping the administration’s 

approach to public safety, and I look forward to highlighting the ways in which the new Mayor can usher in 

substantive, positive changes to a system that has long disproportionately criminalized low-income communities, 

as well as communities of color. I am excited to hear more about the Mamdani Administration’s goals and look 

forward to working with this committee to put those goals into action.” 

 

### 

 

The Legal Aid Society is a nonprofit organization that exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that 

New Yorkers are not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For nearly 150 years, we have 

protected, defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every 

borough, The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our communities. 
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