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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

Legal Aid Statement on the Death of Edwin Ramos in DOC Custody

(NEW YORK, NY) — The Legal Aid Society issued the following statement on the death of Edwin Ramos, a
Legal Aid client who died this morning in New York City Department of Correction (DOC) custody.

“Our hearts ache for Edwin Ramos, who was detained at Rikers Island and died earlier this morning in DOC
custody. He is yet another New Yorker whose life has been taken by the City’s dysfunctional jail system, and an
immediate, swift, and impartial investigation into the circumstances surrounding his death is essential.

“Just days ago, Mr. Ramos spoke with family and showed no signs of distress. This morning, he was scheduled
to take a plea — before his father — that would have allowed him to begin rebuilding his life outside of jail. He
will never get the chance to start that new chapter.

“Any information related to Mr. Ramos’ death must be immediately disclosed to his family, loved ones, and
counsel. This situation requires full accountability and transparency. It is disgraceful that the Department’s
failures resulted in a court officer having to be the one to inform Mr. Ramos’ father, in court, of his son’s death,
and unacceptable that counsel was informed through the press rather than through direct outreach from the
Department.

“With the holiday season approaching, this loss is especially painful. Our sincere condolences go out to Mr.
Ramos’ family, friends, and loved ones.”
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The Legal Aid Society is a nonprofit organization that exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that
New Yorkers are not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For nearly 150 years, we have
protected, defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every
borough, The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our communities.
www.legalaidnyc.org
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