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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE*** 
 

Legal Aid Statement on the Retirement of Rep. Nydia Velázquez 

 
(NEW YORK, NY) – The Legal Aid Society issued the following statement in response to New York 

Representative Nydia Velázquez’s announcement that she will not seek reelection in 2026, effectively retiring at 

the end of her current term: 

“The Legal Aid Society congratulates Rep. Nydia Velázquez on her remarkable career of public service and 

thanks her for her decades of leadership on the issues that matter most to vulnerable New Yorkers. Her advocacy 

for housing justice and immigrant rights has left an indelible mark on our city and our country. 
 

“We are particularly grateful for our collaboration with Congresswoman Velázquez in advancing the Landlord 

Accountability Act of 2025, aimed at protecting tenants — especially those in federally subsidized housing — 

from abusive landlord practices.  
 

“Moreover, her ongoing commitment to thwarting the eviction crisis — including her strong support for ‘good 

cause’ protections — has resonated deeply with our work. For too long, many of the people and communities we 

serve living in unregulated housing have faced eviction without justification. Together, we were able to pass the 

Good Cause eviction bill that would ensure landlords must demonstrate a valid reason to evict or raise rents 

unreasonably.  

 

“Through her work on public housing repair, immigrant dignity, and tenant rights, Rep. Velázquez has been a 

steadfast ally in the fight for equal justice. While we will miss her presence in Congress, we look forward to 

continuing this work in her spirit, and we wish her all the best in her next chapter.” 
 

### 

 

The Legal Aid Society is a nonprofit organization that exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that 

New Yorkers are not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For nearly 150 years, we have 

protected, defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every 

borough, The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our communities. 
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