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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

Legal Aid Condemns Mayor Adams’ Veto of Legislation to Shield 30,000 Low-
Income New Yorkers from Rent Increases

Attorneys Call on City Council to Hold Immediate Override Vote

(NEW YORK, NY) — The Legal Aid Society today condemned Mayor Eric Adams for vetoing a City Council
bill that would limit the household rent contribution for New Yorkers enrolled in the City Fighting Homelessness
and Eviction Prevention Supplement (CityFHEPS) program, a local housing voucher for New Yorkers on the
brink of or experiencing homelessness, and called on the City Council to hold an immediate override vote to
codify this critically needed legislation into law:

“CityFHEPS vouchers offer a vital lifeline to tens of thousands of low-income New Yorkers — including seniors,
families with children, and people with disabilities — struggling to afford rent. Despite the program’s proven
effectiveness in keeping New Yorkers safely and stably housed, earlier this year, the Adams Administration
proposed new rules that would increase a CityFHEPS voucher holder’s rent contribution from 30 percent to 40
percent of their gross income after their fifth year in the program.

“This misguided rule would make CityFHEPS voucher holders rent burdened by definition and would lead to
nearly 30,000 New Yorkers seeing a spike in their rent during a time of historic unaffordability in the city.

“Introduction 1372, sponsored by City Council Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala, would protect vulnerable voucher
holders from this unjust increase by limiting the rent contribution for CityFHEPS recipients to no more than 30
percent of the household’s total monthly income, regardless of whether the household receives public assistance
or has earned income.

“Mayor Adams’ recent veto of this legislation, if allowed to stand, will have disastrous consequences for New
Y orkers who rely on these housing vouchers to remain in their homes and communities and will undoubtably lead
to an increase in evictions and homelessness Citywide.

“The City Council must hold an immediate override vote to protect tenants from this dangerous, unwarranted rent
increase. Particularly given the federal government’s continued attempts to strip benefits from low-income people
and their families, our city leaders must stand as a bulwark against any attempts to further burden an already
struggling population of tenants."
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The Legal Aid Society is a nonprofit organization that exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that
New Yorkers are not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For nearly 150 years, we have
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protected, defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every
borough, The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our communities.
www.legalaidnyc.org
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