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Legal Aid Statement on City Council Vote to Override Mayor's Veto of
Legislation to Shield 30,000 Low-Income New Yorkers from Rent Increases

(NEW YORK, NY) — The Legal Aid Society issued the following statement in response to the New York City
Council’s vote to override Mayor Eric Adams’ veto of a bill to limit the household rent contribution for New
Yorkers enrolled in the City Fighting Homelessness and Eviction Prevention Supplement (CityFHEPS) program,
a local housing voucher for New Yorkers on the brink of or experiencing homelessness:

“The Legal Aid Society lauds the City Council for their vote today to override the Mayor’s veto of Introduction
1372, legislation to prevent vulnerable, low-income tenants from being subjected to needless rent hikes.
Particularly during a time of historic unaffordability and record-high market rate rent prices, this bill will ensure
more New Yorkers and their families can remain in their longtime homes and communities.

“By overriding Mayor Adams’ veto of this bill, the Council is also preventing the Adams Administration from
implementing new rules proposed in April that would force CityFHEPS voucher holders who have been in the
program for longer than five years to pay 40 percent — up from 30 percent — of their gross income on rent.

“Not only does this proposal punish voucher holders for utilizing a program intended to provide relief for New
Yorkers struggling to afford housing, but it amounts to miniscule savings for New York City. According to a
fiscal impact statement prepared by the Mayor's Office of Management and Budget, the policy of raising the rent
on low-income people will save the city just $1.6 million in the first fiscal year — a mere fraction of the city’s
$112 billion annual budget.

“We laud City Council Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala for sponsoring this legislation and thank the City Council
for taking action to ensure its enactment. Nearly 30,000 New Yorkers will benefit from these additional
protections, and we will continue to work with our partners in City government to ensure the bill’s full and timely
implementation.”
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The Legal Aid Society is a nonprofit organization that exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that
New Yorkers are not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For nearly 150 years, we have
protected, defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every
borough, The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our communities.
www.legalaidnyc.org
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