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Legal Aid Society Statement on Mayor-Elect Mamdani’s Establishment of a
Deputy Mayor for Housing and Planning and a Deputy Mayor for Economic
Justice

(NEW YORK, NY) — The Legal Aid Society issued the following statement regarding Mayor-elect Zohran
Mamdani’s establishment of a Deputy Mayor for Housing and Planning, naming Leila Bozorg to the position, as
well as the creation of a Deputy Mayor for Economic Justice and the appointment of Julie Su to that role:

“The Legal Aid Society lauds Mayor-elect Mamdani’s establishment of a Deputy Mayor for Housing and
Planning as a critical step toward addressing New York City’s housing and homelessness crisis. We welcome
Leila Bozorg to this role and look forward to working with her in January. This deputy mayor position, long
overdue, will be critically important as the City continues to grapple with an unprecedented housing and
homelessness crisis.

“In this new role, we urge a strong focus on strengthening protections for tenants — particularly low-income
tenants who are being priced out of their longtime homes and communities — as well as dedicating additional
funding to affordable housing subsidies and rental assistance programs. Moreover, it is critically important that
the incoming administration allocate adequate resources to initiatives that help move people out of the City’s
overburdened shelter system and into permanent housing.

“While building more housing citywide is a necessary long-term solution, tens of thousands of New Yorkers
need relief now. Rates of eviction and homelessness will continue to rise if immediate, community-driven
solutions are not swiftly implemented.

“We also welcome the creation of a Deputy Mayor for Economic Justice and urge Julie Su, in this role, to build
upon the Mayor-elect’s affordability agenda by enhancing worker and consumer protections so that
working-class New Yorkers receive the fair wages and benefits to which they are entitled under the law. Urgent
action is needed to address rising costs and stagnant wages that have left far too many New Yorkers struggling
to make ends meet.

“At a moment when the federal administration is rolling back affordable housing, rental assistance, and food
assistance programs, it is vitally important that New York City continue to stand as a bulwark against these
harmful policies by investing in programs proven to keep New Yorkers housed and fed.

“We look forward to working with the incoming administration to deliver real solutions for all those —
regardless of economic status — who call this city home.”
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The Legal Aid Society is a nonprofit law firm that exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that New
Yorkers are not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For nearly 150 years, we have protected,
defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every borough,
The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of the people we serve and helps improve our communities.
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