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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

Legal Aid Urges Governor Hochul to Sign Remedial Construction of New York
Labor Law Act to Safeguard Workers' Wages and Benefits

(ALBANY, NY) — The Legal Aid Society released the following statement in response to the New York State
Legislature transmitting the Remedial Construction of New York Labor Law Act — legislation to require New
York courts to interpret the Labor Law liberally to better protect workers and keep employers on a level playing
field — to Governor Kathy Hochul for consideration:

“At a time when the federal government is retreating from enforcing labor standards and making it harder for
workers to win wage and overtime cases, it is critical for New York to safeguard the standards we have established
to protect our most vulnerable workers.

“If enacted, this legislation would ensure that New York’s Labor Law is interpreted liberally in favor of workers,
specifically directing courts to interpret the law broadly to protect workers and ensure they receive their full wages
and benefits.

“In the face of federal attacks, and with a United States Supreme Court that has begun to erode the protections
under the Fair Labor Standards Act, New York must make sure that ground lost under the federal law does not
lead to an erosion of rights under the New York Labor Law. To preserve the hard-won gains in securing justice
for New York’s workers, we urge Governor Hochul to sign the Remedial Construction of New York Labor Law
Act into law without delay.”
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The Legal Aid Society exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that New Yorkers are not denied
their right to equal justice because of poverty. For nearly 150 years, we have protected, defended, and
advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every borough, The Legal Aid
Society changes the lives of the people we serve and helps improve our communities. www.legalaidnyc.org
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