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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

Statement Urging Governor Hochul to Sign the Coerced Debt Right of Action Act
into Law

(ALBANY, NY) — The Legal Aid Society released the following statement in response to the New York State
Legislature transmitting the Coerced Debt Right of Action Act to Governor Kathy Hochul, legislation that would
establish a legal process to contest debts incurred through coercion and strengthen consumer protections for New
Yorkers affected by economic abuse:

“We applaud the New York State Legislature for passing this groundbreaking bill that would help level the
playing field between banks and creditors, and individuals trapped under the weight of coerced debt. Now it’s
Governor Hochul’s turn. This critical legislation is a meaningful step toward addressing the long-lasting impacts
of economic abuse — and it’s long past time for it to become law.

“For too long, the legal system and the financial industry have put up hurdles to domestic violence survivors and
other survivors of economic abuse, conveniently ignoring the fact that they are often coerced to take on debt
which damages their credit, and limits their ability to regain stability and move forward. This bill creates a clear
legal path to challenge and invalidate debts incurred through coercion, offering essential protections and a chance
to rebuild financially.

“This is a moment for New York to lead with fairness and common sense, especially as we see rollbacks of
consumer protection laws on the federal level and a federal administration hostile to women, LGBTQ+ individuals,
and others that are disproportionally impacted by coerced debt. We urge the Governor to sign this bill into law.”
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The Legal Aid Society exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that New Yorkers are not denied
their right to equal justice because of poverty. For nearly 150 years, we have protected, defended, and
advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every borough, The Legal Aid
Society changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our communities. www.legalaidnyc.org
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