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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

Legal Aid Statement on Mayor Mamdani’s Sanctuary City Audit

(NEW YORK, NY) — The Legal Aid Society today released the following statement in response to a recent
sanctuary city audit by Mayor Zohran Mamdani and broader efforts to limit cooperation with U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE):

“We welcome the recommendations outlined in this audit and encourage the City to continue identifying lawful
ways to minimize collaboration with ICE. These proposed recommendations reflect concerns and suggestions
that The Legal Aid Society and other advocates have communicated directly to City Hall about ways to protect
immigrant communities, and we are encouraged to see our input reflected in this audit.

“New York’s sanctuary policies define our city and are essential to public safety and community trust. When
immigrants are afraid that interacting with City agencies could expose them to immigration enforcement, entire
communities become less likely to seek medical care, access critical services, send their children to school, and
participate fully in civic life.

“We urge City Hall to fully implement these recommendations and continue taking proactive steps to ensure all
agencies comply with sanctuary protections, safeguard sensitive personal information, and limit unnecessary
entanglement with federal immigration enforcement. New York City must continue leading with dignity, safety,
and compassion for all residents, regardless of immigration status.”
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The Legal Aid Society is a nonprofit law firm that exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that New
Yorkers are not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For 150 years, we have protected,
defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every borough,
The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of the people we serve and helps improve our communities.
www.legalaidnyc.org



mailto:Press@legal-aid.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fnycgov%2Fmayors-office%2Fdownloads%2Fpdf%2Fpress-releases%2F2026%2FEO-13-Report-of-Audit-Findings-and-Recommendations.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAILopez%40legal-aid.org%7C7459352db9534edcec8508deb80aabba%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C639150553132992013%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w8kJpNd0o8tuSdpoQhBszJeDgQmAyC1H%2BG8wigc8FKw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2026%2F05%2F22%2Fnyregion%2Fmamdani-ice-audit.html%3Funlocked_article_code%3D1.kVA.ORqb.dpvn_VST6-n-%26smid%3Dnytcore-ios-share&data=05%7C02%7CAILopez%40legal-aid.org%7C7459352db9534edcec8508deb80aabba%7Cf226ccf384ef49ca9b0a9b565b2f0f06%7C0%7C0%7C639150553132942531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BBZ4aQ2jz9MAzV9HPTLh%2FQYGn4FcJ%2FVz9tXOd%2Bzkhc4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.legalaidnyc.org/

