June 22, 2026
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***MEDIA ADVISORY **%*

Vote In NYC Jails Coalition and Elected Officials to Rally Outside NYC Board of
Elections to Demand Polling Sites, Equal Ballot Access for Incarcerated New
Yorkers

(NEW YORK, NY) — The Vote in NYC Jails Coalition, along with New York City Public Advocate
Jumaane D. Williams, Councilmember Gale Brewer, The Legal Aid Society, LatinoJustice PRLDEF, the
League of Women Voters of the City of New York, the NYC Chapter National Action Network Second
Chance Committee, and others, will rally on Election Day outside the New York City Board of Elections
(BOE) to demand that the BOE and the Department of Correction ensure every eligible voter incarcerated in
NYC jails can cast a ballot that is counted.

The Coalition is calling for the establishment of polling sites in city jails, citing the BOE’s repeated rejection of
registration forms and absentee ballots from eligible voters at Rikers Island, where 6,000 people — 92 percent
of whom are people of color — are potentially eligible to vote. The current absentee system has consistently
failed to deliver equal access to the ballot, effectively disenfranchising thousands of Black and Brown New
Yorkers each year.

WHO: Vote in NYC Jails Coalition, New York City Public Advocate Jumaane D. Williams, Councilmember
Gale Brewer, The Legal Aid Society, LatinoJustice PRLDEF, the League of Women Voters of the City of New
York, the NYC Chapter National Action Network Second Chance Committee, advocates, and directly impacted
New Yorkers

WHAT: Election Day rally demanding polling sites and full voting access in NYC jails
WHERE: Outside the New York City Board of Elections, 32 Broadway, Manhattan
WHEN: Tuesday, June 23, 2026, at 12:00 p.m.
HitH
The Legal Aid Society is a nonprofit law firm that exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that New
Yorkers are not denied their right to equal justice because of poverty. For 150 years, we have protected,
defended, and advocated for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every borough,

The Legal Aid Society changes the lives of the people we serve and helps improve our communities.
www.legalaidnyc.org
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